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come, 
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It is the 51st Millennium, and the war continues... 


OVERVIEW oF THe 
SECOND AGE oF 
STRIFE 


‘There was no great conflag 
battle 


ation or calamitous final 


‘Across the vastness ofthe galaxy, the Imperium died: 
rot with a bang, but with a whimper. The galactic 
empire of humanity crumbled, its enemies too many, 
too powerful and too terrible to imagine. The great 
conflict of Octavius had no victory, a war without end. 
Inthe fiery chasm of strif, the locust and the green 
holocaust fused, as beast looked upon barbarian and 
bboth Saw the other askin. The new entity spread with a 
speed undreamt of by Ork or Tyranid, War and hunger 
melded into a singular desire to ravage, rape and 
remake al in the image of the New Devourer, 


The Devourer’s hybrid nightmares were regenerative 
and spore-born, combining into a grand horror which 
rmutdered the galaxy, leaving naught but fragments 
sit eft. Metallic sentinels of unllinching dread rose 
tip on some worlds, leaving them safe from the New 
Devourer Waaagh, but instead made them slaves to 
the silver sentinels and fodder for their glowing metal 
gods, 


“The Aeldari race who had held onto life for so long, 
sloyly winked out of existence, one Craltworld at 
‘atime. Eventually even the rumbling hearts of the 
Avatars el i In the dead Craftworlds, 
Something slithers through the Infinity Circuit to 

this day. Alas, the great God ofthe Dead, Ynnead, i 
luapped within the circuit, howling its mournful song 
into the darkness, eternally hungry in its desire to 


al, For atime, 


wreak: vengeatice on She Who Thirst 


The Pau, naive in their hope of unity, expanded 
ihela realm of corpses and ash. Every world they 
Gapie across wardead. The hard and unpleasanttask 


of terraforthing each World turned the Tr inte 
bitter, self-righteous beings. They were disgusted at 
the actions of their predecessors, and vowed to not 
understand their fellow races, but to purge them. Only 
the T'au could be trusted with worlds, They decided 
that all others must be cast out, Watching, thei patron 
laughed his sardonic laugh as his puppets were twisted 
int terrors, 


The Golden Throne finally failed. No-one knew for 
certain what happened to the Emperor. For once the 
throne fll, no vox o astropathic transmissions ever came 
from Terra again as warp storms engulfed the planet. 

The shattered remains of humanity had neither the 
power nor the will to return All that i known s that dhe 
Astronomican died with the death of Tera, sputtering 
nothing aver the course of five hundred years 


The death of the God-Emperor of Mankind, interred 
sas a body- blow 


20 long upon His Golden Throne, 


from which the Imperium of Man would never truly 
recover. All that had been wrought these past ten 

thousand years and more was lost in a maelstrom 
of madness and violence that swept through the 
galaxy, emanating from the cold, silent heart of 


now-dead Terra 


Eventually, the Imperium, its caher@ncy Wstby the 
splitting of its forces against the New Devourer and the 
sudden surge in warp storms, was shattered like glass 
‘Chaotic cults stampeded through humanity ike 
electrical surges in an ancient power grid. 


With the death of the Emperor, The Inquisition finally 
lost its facade of unity, and most died, killed by the 
more powerful within its once hallowed ranks. The 
_greatest Inquisitor Lords seized whole systems for 
themselves, becoming feudal Kings and Regents 
Uniting scattered mobs oftheir deadly fellows around 
them in order to wrestle power from local governors 


“The Church also shattered, becoming nothing more 
than series of minor sectarian cults. All save Ophelia, 
‘The Adepla Sororitas withdrew from as many worlds 
a they could, and gathered around Ophelia and 
nearby systems. Ophelia became a vile charnel house 
forthe Ecclesiarch, who had been driven insane by all 
head seen, 


‘He gathered his Canonesses, Abbesses and 
‘Witchhunters together and put billions to the torch, 
‘Any system within range of short warp jumps (as 
‘navigators could no long make long jumps, due 

to the warp storms) of Ophelia were terrorized by 
the Imperial Church, who searched desperately for 
‘gomeone to blame for this nightmare 


nd 


“The noble Space Marines fared litle better. Most 
Chapters utterly disintegrated as ther forces, who. 
fought individual missions across the galaxy, found 
they could not return to their Chapter Masters, In the 
darkness and loneliness, many Marines chose the only 
path they knew: War. They became rogues and near) 
bandits, pillaging Imperial worlds for the wat effort as 
they would say n justification for their actions It was 
said the White Sear and Raven Guard war bands were 
the worst, as they were so swift and ruthless in their 
pillaging 


“The Black Templars retained the most oftheir original 


fervor, and merely continued their crusades, They 
became full worshipers of the God-Emperor, and High 
Marshall Dorstros declared a new and greater crusade 
= To destroy every human that did not submit to them 
and the God-Emperor, and purging everything and 
‘everyone clue. Their zealotry blinded them to their 
‘own heresies as more and leaderless Marines, 


Black Templar’ crusade. Millions of rag tag former — 
Inperial Guard and massive mabs of lagllating 
“imperial Cultists quickly joined the crusades’ march 
across he stars Soon, heir depleted numbers, drained 
irom the wars with the New Devourer had neatly 
reached two thousand Astartes, epresenting the 
second largest single group of Imperial Marines still 
‘in existence (second only to Grand Sicatium). Yet, no 
spatter how large thei erusade go, the Templars were 
‘aught but a band of raving fanatics 


(e 


‘Ultramar was renamed Grand Sicarium, under their 
© new ruler, Cato Siarius His realm became a holy site 
{or the other Ultramarine secessors, Ther fractured 
‘emnants gathering around Ultramar lke a swarm of 
| lies. Sicarius declared himself High King, deerecing 
OY that thse under his protection should worship hima 
| asthe god he was. Siarius became the ruler of his 
| “wn tle empire the angele Marines and ordinary 
+ inonals under his decree became his worshipers, Upon 
| Macragge itself, the fortress of obsidian was eralleds 
|e heads of Agemman and Calgar were stuek upon 
ce Lstel pikes. A grim demonstration of Sicarus 


torical, Uitramar became a darkeeplacein 
Sihede centric. 


“Those Forge Worlds stil intact ltr the collapse of 
the Imperium either fll to chaotic or Dragon-cult 
{vasons. Some were ransacked by rival wazbands, 
<esperate for tech priest slaves to help them work their 
olen technologies, These slaves became bartered like 
darrency amongst the varios larger Pet Injen 
as they became known now. Some Forge Worlds 
Simply sealed themselves of from the galaxy entirely, 
their Fabricators le once prelerring ignorance over 
+ knowledge of what lay beyond 
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“The conftanation was epic in scale. Warped spac 
‘magic nl daemon machinery and weaponry balled) 
arcane weapons of unimaginable power The vas. 0d 
Servied ranks of Necron and Pariah, which covered 
neatly every sold wot in the Sal syste ikea alves 
caupel In the end, Abaddon yas forced to mexyl 
Sartound the Oort Cloud. The Dragon had ensured the > 
sola eystern was his, . 


His, save fora single otb of diamond-hard ¥ 
stubbornness: Titan, It stood a stony fortress, its doors 
sealed from the Necrons by adamantium and heavy 
‘cannons, its soul sealed from Abaddon by the cold» >’ 
steel cage of faith encasing the hearts of the Grey > 
Knights and Custodian Guard trapped upon the 

World, All other humans on the world had perished. 

a thousand years previously, yet the ancient warriors 
‘stood firm, a shadow of the Imperium’ past glory. 


In the turbulent energies ofthe Warp the Chaos Gods 
also suieed. For withthe end ofthe Emperor, 
something ese was sired. Biethed upon the death of 
the Carrom Lord on Terra, the Starbild suckled upon 
the raged eeligious lunacy ofthe dying Imperism, 
consuming every sou remaining upon Terrain 
bint pangs. This is what hlled the Astronomicon, 
Ophelia became a focus for this dark veal Atthe 
dave ofthe si mllensir, tbe Sarl beame 
the iar Fates nd he Wap eames bated 
For abi instance (or pethapsan lent. Inthe) 
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SECTION I: 
EADIA, ABADDON ano tHe 
WESTERN GHAOS IMPERIUM 


A 
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Astartes swarmed over every world in the systems 
‘surrounding the tear in reality. Though pockets of 

‘resistance held out for far longer than expected, each 
Imperial bastion, Inquistorial fortzess and Space Ma- 


rine Chapter were ayercome in those centuries of woe: 
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‘Vast banners and triumphal arches were builtby © 
countless toiling, broken slaves. Statues of great horned 
Daemon Princes and Chaos Space Marines ined bou-" 
levards and avenues, The Imperial Aquila remained in) 
view everywhere, but each was carefully defaced with” 

the sgn othe eight pointed starof Chaos in place of 

the tin heads ofthe eagle. 


“Though most Cadians had been murdered dusing the, 
first weeks ofthe invasion, seme had survived. Fallen 
Kasrkin and traitor guardsmen, numbering in their 
sbundreds only, were kept alive by Abaddon, le prom= 

ised them wondrous gilts and power, but demanded. 

that they ereate him a force lke the Cadisn regiments 
‘fold. Thus, the tisted inhabitants of New Cadia were 
forcibly made to learn the way of war, fom the ancient 
remnants ofthc original Traitor Cadlans, Within MU 
Abaddon had crafted anew force within is 
‘empire. These new dark Cadians' named themselves 
simply “The Despoiled: They were eit, brutal and” 
utterly loyal to Abaddon, who they worshipped asthe, 
‘voice ofthe Chaos Gods themselves " 


Inevitably lowing the defeat ofthe Imperial the 
chtieallanee fractured, a each ofthe Legions nd 
Chaoti war bands ought amongst themselves, ach 
Lond or Damo Prince desiring dominance over the 
other equally arrogant abd selfish rulers of thet rival “© 
wvarbands. Abaddon vaso dierent, ad he joined n> 
the ighting seeking o consolidate hi realm of cha- o~ 
‘otic madness into a new Dark Imperium. Many ofhis } 
rivals, the Daemonic Primarchs Angron and Pertuabo! 
in particular were dagsted that Abaddon wanted 
bring order to the Bese chaos f thei erent it, 
tion. They forged an alliance, and delared war ae 
‘Ahaddons Dark Inperum, This dedaraton was 8 
tiscalaltion on the two Priarchs’ part. This opal 
ther Chao arb hoticsides = >— 3" 
Dey iene So) 


‘The Word Bearers, forthe most art joined Abaddon! 
slmost immediately, as their visions of a Dark mpe= 
‘un ited with his toa certain extent. This brought 
‘considerable number of Marines under Abaddon's 
‘control, and the Word Bearers also brought with thera 
traly phenomenally huge hordes of slave-soiers and 
eilist. The Black Legion of course sided with Abad 
dn, as they were to benefit the most from his ascen 
ddancy to rule of the Chaotic realm, The other Legions, 
utlrly decentralized by thousands of years of distrust 
and civil war were formed into warbands attached 
to no one ruler in particular. They shifted allegiance 
between the alliance of Angron and Perturabo and 
‘Abaddon’ camp almost annually during the conic, 
although the majority of warhands followed Abaddon 
‘af any given time, Also, where most ofthe human vas 
sal forces controlled by the Angron and Pertarabo a: 
lance were simply rables of mutants and culist scam 
mili, Abaddon had crafted the vast force of “The 
Despoled: whose numbers swelled massively by more 
ther Ca- 
dia herself or coming from ther planets, desperate for 


and more traitor Guardsmen recruits, from 


‘ome military discipline once more 


In naval terms the Primarch forces seemed outmatched 
‘once more, Abaddon’s navy was one third larger than. 
that of Perturabo and Angron, who were stil reliant 
upon the Eye of Terror to sustain them, Abbadon was 


free to seize and command more ofthe fallen Imperille 
‘sels beyond the Eye. In addition, the Despoier sl 
hd the Planet Killer andthe remaining Blackstone 
Fortreses unde his contol 


“The war was along and bloody one, like most ofthe 
‘wars Chaos ever fights are, Abaddons forces intially 
reeled from the violent assault ofthe two Primarch’s 
Furious forces, Attempting to mimic Horus’ lightning 
soft assault upon Terra, Angron sent his forces direct: 
ly for New Cadia, smashing aside blockades and ravag 
ing worlds in his way. Abaddon, though, was.n0 fool, 
He had helped Horus formulate this ery strategy, and 
predicted that Angron would be foolish enough to 

try i, His navy was seemingly absent when Angranis 
forces made planetfall upon New Cadia, However, they 
had been waiting. His vast leet struck atthe berserker 
Primarch’s supply vessels, Unaware ofthe sudden dan- 
‘ger until it was too lat, they were decimated. Stranded 
upon New Cadia, Angron nevertheless reaped a mag. 
‘sive toll upon the planet. Yet, weakened by the pylons 
and the waves upon waves of human blanks Abaddon 
forced to charge atthe berserker, he eventually suc- 
cumbed, defeated by a group of the Black Legions 
highest ranked chosen, combined perfectly with a well 
lumed orbital strike, which banished Angron from 


however, had been a mere distraction to give Perturabo 

«time to complete his great work. With the aid of sev- 
“eral Dark Mechanicus clans, and a sacrifice ofa billion 
souls tothe Soul Forge, the Daemon Primarch had 
‘completed the Goliath Engine 


‘A vast construction of daemonic iron, coiling semi-or- 

‘ganic machinery, cursed runes, injected Obliterator 

‘Virus and other hateful devices and technologies were 

combined perfectly in the titanic vessel, Supplanting 

feven the Planet Killer in its scale, the daemonie ma- 

| chine soon thundered from Perturabo's forge docks, at 

| the head ofthe largest flet the he could muster around 

him. Such was the dark powers crafted within the 

|. vessel, it allowed Perturabo to command is bail leet 
© personally, even beyond the Eye's nourishing anarchy. 
‘Over the ravaged Nurgle Daemon World of Thrashing 
‘Pusshar, the two vast forces, ane serving anarchy and 
disintegration, the other merely Chaos, clashed for 

|| supremacy. Despite the size of Abaddon’ fleet, Pertura- 
\. bo was a Primarch, and his naval skill was formidable. 

if 


‘One of the Blackstone Fortreses succumbed tothe 
Goliath Engines massive weapons and crashed into the 
stagnant Daemon World beneath thems 


“Thuands of ships lashed together in the sprawling 
le in the vold, Dacmonic gunships dusted with 
stolttiered ex-Imperil vets and Legion crus- 

Hes sinashed into other equally chaotic vensle Space 

side the siting madness ofthe Eye ws further 
Giled wit the npad exchanges of devastating ie 
paver fhing between the disparate lets At the height 
‘tthe bate, the Planet Killer and the Goliath Engine 
athed,Broudsdes, torpedoes, daemonic fire, putrid 

| tendrils of Warp-stl al were eas against he other in 

thetratal and blitering engagement. Abaddon fag- 

(> ship even managed to fire its most deadly guns upon 

“the Goliath Engin, ut ono aval. Th the Eye, the ship 
| asimmortal, the living machinery ofthe ship drag 
1 ng itself together ater each exchange 
Nes 


_ Seemingly bested, the Planet Killer fled before the 

» might ofthe Goliath Engine, Perturabo, eager for final 
| “crushing victory, roared olf in pursuit. He caught the 
| Yeatremely damaged Planet Killer, leeingin the void 
‘betwen worlds, in the Ilirax system. Confident of 
victory the Primarch engaged the Planet Killer and 

‘few escorts that had fled with Abaddon, However, 

When it seemed victory was finally certain, the tables 
‘once again, Exiting from the warp a month 
jouly, the Terminus Est and attendant flet of 


Slee 


ee 
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‘stem, onthe request of Abad 
wrap, the Gollath Engine oon cate under attack 


is eastern quadrant as an entire fleet descended upon 
it Later known as the Battle of Bile and Iron, Perturas) 
bos Goliath Engine was outmatched, Abaddon had © 
skilfully drawn him away from the Eye's daemonic 
sustenance, and weakened the vessel. No longer was 
iLinvulnerable, However it was stil formidable, and © 


‘Typhus ost many vessels in the resulting battle 


{As the Engine burned and collapsed around him, 
Perturabo raged, and determined to finish itonce | 
and forall The death of Abaddon would end the war 
instantly. He ordered his surviving Iron Warriors to 
\eleport with him, onto the planet Killer, and engage 
Abaddon in single combat. However, unlike Horus, 
Abaddon was no fool. The teleport failed miserably, a8 
Abaddon’ shields remained firmly up, Perturabo was 
flung back into the Goliath Engine, in ime to witness 
the Planet Killer fire its doomsday cannon. The warp 
cannon smashed through the crippled machine, and 
detonated its daemonic heart, Screaming in impotent 
rage, Perturabo was banished back tothe warp. Soon 
after the batle Typhus withdrew to the Eye, taking his 
fleet with him. When inquired as to why Typhus had 
aided Abaddon, he cryptically responded: 


« 
“Flowers bloom flowers rot Rot is mothing without 
‘onder to decay” oy 


on 
Deprived ofboth leaders, erturabo and Angrons alli ® | 
ance soon collapsed, and tse more unified forces ofthe 
Dark Imperium triumphed, driving thei foes into 

the deepest depths ofthe Eye Following this victory, 
[Abaddon expanded his Dark Imperium into an empice™ 

‘of hundreds upon hundreds of worlds around New Ca- 
dia, Oddly enough, many worlds submitted to his rule 
instantly, even worlds who despised Chaos and still 
worshipped the Emperor. In atime of such horrendols 
anarchy, any order is craved by the civilized. 
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SEGTION Il: 
THE SITUATION in tue EAST: 
THE TAU EMPIRE 


‘The Eastern feinge, Ever a realm bafely tolched by Et 
perial influence, it was initially the least aflected by the 
fal ofthe Imperium (No Petty Imperia ever formed 
from the ashes of Imperial rule in the Eastern Fringe) 
‘The area merely became marginally more anarchic 
and barbarous. However, the devastation of Hive Fleet 
et Talos, ravaged the Fringe 
horrendously. Soon after, the New Devourer surg 


Kraken, and later Hive Fl 


from the west, murdering thousands of worlds. A hun- 
dred dozen civilizations were wiped out, and when the 
various hordes of monsters left the Fringe was utterly 
fragmented. Countless worlds were left as nothing but 
bare rocks, 


Of course, as with most genocides and disasters histo 
ry and life did not disappear, Some races, and even 
‘empires, managed to evade destruction either through 
‘guile, luck or sheer bloody-mindedness, The largest 
of the survivi 

because the T’au did not rely upon the ‘deep’ Warp for 
travel, the crippling warp storms throughout the galaxy 
‘di litle to hamper them. With tle opposition, the 


spires was the T'au Empire. In fact, 


“Tau embarked upon multiple expansions, on multipl 
fronts, Their oplimism and hope seemed frankly sur. 
real tothe crippled, dying civilizations around them, 
However, this idealism and hope soon faded, just lik 
everything else. Everywhere they tried to bring the 
Greater Good was dead. The T'au expanded into theit 
inheritance, They were, however, inheriting a galaxy off 
ash, Ash and cold misery 


Sometime around Ma3, during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth sphere expansions, T'au policy began to 
subtly change. The Ethereals no longer recommended 
offering civilizations the chance to join the Greater 
‘Good, It was decided, at the Aun Council of 234, MA3 
(presided over by Aun'Va himself, that the oth 


of the galaxy were hopelessly barbarous. The other 
races allowed their worlds to die, they made war with 
cach other, even when unity would be the best option 
{in the wake of such an atrocity. In short, they must be 
forced into submission, and their people ruled over by 
the only beings capable of logical, spiritual thought: the 
Ethereal. 


‘By 003, Mas, a dazen decades us 
sphere expansion, the T'au Empire stretched from the 
|) dead worlds of ichar tothe barren howling worlds of 
“Alsanta In total, it spanned roughly two dozen sectors, 
and comprised just over a thousand worlds, Perhaps a 
litle over half ofthese worlds were dead. And during 
the slow, agonizing proces of terraforming (involving 
constant bombardment with bio-engineered algae and 
various Pechoid plant accelerans, which nonetheless 
took millennia to make worlds fully habitable) the T'aa 
hhad become slightly mare xenophobic, For instance, 
1 client races were forbidden from clecting leaders ofthe 
‘various Sept systems and were confined tothe poorest 
habitations upon worlds. This was the Tau Empire, 
and the Tau wanted everyone to understand this. The 
other races were inferior, as they had ruined paradise 
ith thei wars, 
{ 
‘Communication was slow but frequent in this expand: 
| el T'au Empize. Without astropaths, they relied on the 
| Dillions of communication drones and messenger boats 
» which pulsed near constantly between Septs, only 
“leaving the ‘sallow’ warp when delivering messages. 
As the Empire’ borders advanced, so did its teehnolo- 
1 Their ships became more heavily armed and pro- 
ed than ever before, Limited cloning and genetic 
technology allowed greater medical care, with each 
‘Tau having access to multiple cloned blood samples, 
limbs, and even eyes, Drone technology geined great- 
»é and greater sophistication, and the frst entirely 
ddrone-controlled batle computer was released in 
103. Ms Pulse weaponry became more reliable and 
<tlectve, and gunships and batlesuits of unprecedent- 
“ea quality were invested during this period. In the 
' Segmentum Tempestus, the T'au were at the center of 
poner 


"Yet. for all its unity and promise, the Tau empire could 
Spot maintain a completly catralied Empire, despite 
“Uber alors Sew a an tei 
| alo: Sone et ver bared th cena 
Titres, while others had vast Aun conta set upon 
Bs romcye, cut contol isla bec rener 
according to AtnVaand the oithodox ene] 
4 Ethereal There were, howeven fetal 


ayes, Tau colonies ct off from the Empire by 
omalies in late MA, became all the mote 
«din the 42nd millennium as the anomaly be- 
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inarkedly, Without the Ethereal, the Enclaves be 
4 tealin dominated by the Fie Caste. The Greater 
Good, at. concept, ad been reected by these T's, 6) 
(Only grim resolve and a strong arm allowed survival bv 
a hontle galany, The Caste system was virtually abol-—> = 
ished, and inter-caste mingling was not outlawed. nlf) ) 
the Fire Caste, the new military elite, remained aloof of ¢ 
‘caste interbreeding. However, though not enforced, the” 
caste system remained in spi as each cate intrin> 9 | 
Sically distrusted the other, Even more strangely, the 
Farsight Enclaves now operated under a srt of decent, 
tralized vastal system, Territories upon Enclave world 
were carved up between the new Caste-within-a-Caste, \, 
the Shas'Kasar, Each ofthese powerful watlords had!” 
acquired battlesuits, and each of these Kasar main.” 
tained their own litle fefdom, They maintained many 
Fire Caste soldiers as their vasals. Each ofthese its 
sheltered other Cast members, on the assimption 
they would provide a ax other lords, in exchange 
for protection, The Shas Kasar, fn turn owed allegiance 
to the Shas 0'Shoval’Kasar, the overall grand Kasa of 
the Enclaves, For many centuries this rank was held 
by Farsight himself However afte his death this rank 
passed to his sons, and became, in elect, hereditary 
(Though through the centuries, the position of Grand 
Kasar as been disputed and the line of succession is 
2 tangled web a too complex ogo into here), Upon 
the passing ofa Grand Kasay, the ceremonial armou = 
of Farsight i granted to them, and they are anointed” 9), 
Grand Kaa by king the it ofthe Dawnblde, the” 
symbol of Enclave liberty (a blade no longer drawn by | 
Enclave Tau, but instead enshrined within Faright 
tatab upon the watld of Fio-Moit Tatra). ins 
Wa 
“To survive, the Enclaves abandoned the concept of. 
refining ther technology, Instead, they celied on trade 
‘between rival empires and between merchants and ed 
the like, Thus, the Enclaves became a melting pot of 
fering technologie, ll utilized by the Kasar fn onde 
to survive. Though not as technologically advanced s 
ther Ta lg he Balas ave lange ug 
of Fie Caste warriors and a willingness to use xenoe 
‘equipment should the need arise; For thetatice, thed 
az sel cess wher Enel Woops ave 
then seen wielding Imperial asguns and carapace 
atmour, Daconial nano-crystalline armour, digital 
weapons orather such ge, These in conjunction 
‘Ta technology in some strange hybridization 
‘nology So far, sthas kept thers relatively powerlul 
resistant tosporadic’ 
Ls 


oS 
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‘Tau equipment (even though the Hu’Sta had utilized 
‘much of the Tat equipment already, during the war) 
In turn, the Huta explained how they worshipped the 
‘Great White Serpent and also Taught the Gue Vesa 

‘dome oftheir ambush techniques and unique batle 
tactics, 


Ad the colony became less and less visited by the’Tau 
TR ae 
‘reliant upon his various Gue'Vesa subjects to fend 
© althreats to his colony. Though the expedition was 
“wellstalfed by Water, Earth and Air Caste the Fie 
(Caste sent had been a smaller number to begin with. 
| ie wars agaist the Hu'Sta depleted them further and 
over the centuries, the Fire Warriors became less and 
“es viable a a fighting force as their numbers werent 
replaced as well as their Gue Vesa-He'Sta allies 
id. The GueO ofthe He'ta contingent, Baldan 
got closer fo Aun'Kais than any other camamand- 
to often consulted one another upon tactics 
strategies. Aun'Kais would often get advice from 
‘on how to keep the majority of the human 
lation ofthe Sept colony appeased. Asa result, 


'Kais would entrust more and more duties to them. 
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Upon the death of Aun'Kais, a dispute broke out 
among the remaining subordinate Ethereals, Several of 
them recommended themselves for the roe of ave 

colonial leader. There was an important distinction be 
tween the two main groups that built up amongst the 
Ethereals. There were the Traditionalists, who argued 
that upon becoming supreme Sept Aun, the Fire Caste 
should be put in overall command of defense once» 
‘mote. The other group were the pro-Gue, who believed 
the Gue Vesa had been doing a perfectly fine job of 
defending the real, me 


Intheend, through honour duels, personal and publie 
lectins, and outright intrigue, the pro-Gue group got 
their wish, and Baldan remained overall military 
‘commander. Oddiy forthe Traditonalists, Baldans 
supporters were not just from the Gue'Vesa and the 
‘general human population, bu algo from the majority 
ofthe Earth and Water Casts, The sucessor tothe 
“Auship of the Sept fll to Aus')'Karra. As it would 
transpire, this Ethereal was rather weak asa leader and 
was virtually a puppet for Baldan and his successors 


By the time more regular contact had been established | 
bythe Tau Epic wih ToKaa. in 35.046 twa) 
barely recognizable as Tau Sept world. Humans 

Jods re sag ese a pula OER) 
filling in most non-military roles, while the militant». 
“Gue Caste sat on the counsel of castes and fought at 
the front of most assaults, while the only Fire Caste ~~ 
remaining piloted the batlesuits (tailored as they we 

for Tau alone). Chief Commander Moonheart of the 
‘Tau Empire forces, even requested permission to 
invade Te'Kaan, and leant’ it of ts perceived sub- 
version ofthe Greater Good. Aun'Va however, vetoed 
this plan, and decided to instead recognize the right 
‘of To Kaan, nicknamed the ‘human colony as being = 
part ofthe Empire. Tis was mainly because the Hu $i 
had completely converted to the Greater Good, o 

their brutal tribal war clubs (wielded in battle by 
Hu'Sta Gue Vesa) remained oftheir old culture. 
‘Gue Vesa contingent were there to stay, and would 
eventually become'a keyally to the Tau Empire in 


an 
A 


SEGTION Ill: 
THE ‘PETTY IMPERIA’ 


With the collapse ofthe Astronomigon afi the fll of 
“Terra, the Imperium, as previously noted, was shat 
tered ulterly. From M43 onwards, even the concept 
ofa united human Empire beeame nearly impossible 
as local powers and sellsh megalomaniaes took theie 
moments to strike. No longer was there an Imperiuin, 
That monolithic concept had died in the fies of an 
archy. From now on, there were merely hundreds of 
petty Imperia and kingdoms, Some were the size of 
Sectors, others merely consisting ofa single world or 
system, Some ofthese Imperia claimed authority fram 
Terra, and tried to unify, others abandoned the Impe- 
rium, declaring themselves avatar for Him, or even 
trying, to supplant Him entirely, Some maintained the 
sxenophobic stance of the old Imperium, while others 


Ophelia VIT is the ste of the Synod Ministra and the 
Adepta 
is given over entirely to the worship ofthe Emperor. 


wroritas' Convent Sanctorum. The world 


1s surface is covered in mile-high cathedrals and 
bell towers, linked by avenues lined with the statues 
of thousands of Imperial Saints. Dungeons plun 
deep into the bowels ofthe world, where heretics are 
‘made to repent their sins, subject fo such methods of 
soul-cleansing as Arco-flagellation, death-maskiny 


soul-scouring and the Trial of Castigation. 


Ophelia VII was the centre of the Adeptus Minis- 

torum from the time of Eeclesiarch Benedin IV to 

Greigor XI and is still one of the main centres of 

Ministorum power to this day, second only Terra 

is located far from its sister planet of Terra, in the 
oul 


relax orm igor the tacking ofthe cue 
Some sch as Ophelia took ther fervour too fa 


(We must also remember that many, many Impertal 
worlds simply collapsed, as warp storms cut them off 
Jone essential suppl 

Tem for many hive worlds, who simply starved to death 


“This was particularly a prob 


within a couple of years, as ther agri worlds severed 
links with them, tro 
warlords stealing the supplies before they got there) 


id 


J warp storms, or through m 


It would take years to explain every Imperium created 
al this time, and every situation that they entailed. 
However, [shall endeavour to depict the largest and 
ost influential petty Imperia created (along with 
monikers created to differentiate between them, In 
reality, each of the petty Imperia merely called them- 
selves “The Imperium, as they refused to admit the 
legitimacy of thei rivals), 


‘The Rogue Trader Imperium 

“The most eastern ofthe petty Imperia, the Imperium of 
Gethed Lussori possibly the most changed of the 
Imperia, During the fist few decades of utter chaos 
following the Astronomicons collapse, the extremely 


successful Rogue Trader, Lusso, was forced to break 
warp in the System of Corrin, along with his large, well 
stocked (and well armed) ‘trading fleet Lussor was 
shred and learned man, and the death ofall his at 
ropaths told him that the Imperium was no more. He 
wasted no time with incredulity or shock, but instead 
set to work. 


He knew that, in order to protect his assets in the wake 
ofthe collapse, he needed to form a base of operatiots, 
and (o acquite errtory and property, Carri would 
have todo, He made planet fall on Corrin I, a pop 
ulous hive world and the capital of the system, andl 
iiscussed various ‘protection’ deals forthe plane, 
‘entering negotiations with the Lard Governor's stall 


and government. His scribes and laW-schblars, using 
comples litigation and jargon, managed to swindle 
Lussor into the governmental process, insinuating 
him into the essential position of Delense and culture 


chamberlain. Over the years, this role braniched into 
other areas, like weapons manufacture and internal 
security, though he wisely kept the Adeptus Arbites on 
4s enforcers, though now thei role expanded to overall 
system security rather than just enforcing of Imperial 
Law, Using his acquired wealth, and his vast resoure 

cs, he bought the southern Hive spire for himself, and 
built himself lavish apartment complex, with exten 
sive grounds, 


Rogue Trager Corveus Lussor, ct 


reate a surprisingly large an stable Empie inthe 


his is one ofthe few portraits remaining, hidden a 


inthe ruins of his Capitol on Gorrin I for 8,000 year 


rea Scavenger mission discovered it near a ch 


a?) 


His ambitions went further, however: When the elec! 
tions for the next governor came around, wo decades 
later, Lussor was there, patronising a promising candi 
date forthe role. The eventual governor picked was his 
‘man, and this gave him unprecedented power on the 
system. He integrated his flet with the large fleets of 
monitors and system defence ships, before using ther’ 
to secure other worlds in the system (such as the pris 
‘on moon, orbiting Corrin V). Crucially, Lussor rec 
ognised the need for an effective fighting force, beyond 
the PDF, in order for him to secure territories beyond 
the Corrin system, Corrin was a roughly average 
system, except for the fact that, upon Corrin Ila vast. 
Adeptus Mechanicus storage facility was located on the 


‘Using the corrupted local las, he used his powers to 
‘order the storage yards searched, What he found there 
Would alter the course of the ‘Rogue Trader’ Imperi 
tunis history notably. Thousands upon thousands of 
Corvus patlern suits of space marine power armour, 
He threatened to have the remaining Tech Priests upon 
the world destroyed, unless they adapted these suits 
for human soldiery. They, realising they were cutoff 
from the rest oftheir brethren, accepted these terms 
Pragmatially, Lussor realised he couldait make per 
fect human-sized power armour from the suits, so had 
them combined with elements of carapace armous, in 
‘order to mass produce them better. 


Hovwever he sll needed bodies ol He dd not want 
todeplete the PDF or thei reserves, and refised 
reli bis of pesional army for ls tas, 
hetirnedlio the dregs of Catt the under Svea 
the bie worlds and lhe cones tt prtoned pon 
Corrs V's cold moon, He peste many thous 
To walheer fering partons Fe opal a the prog 
pect of drug and violence fo these hardin Kiley 
fav exchncge fo service, Tc rales mee take 
theve 
Astaries upon Lusso staf Sergeant Poet othe 
White Sars. Ther vere eduipped withthe cheapest 
deat holies Eady could ema anit at 
the only one avilable). Even then there mers relly 
Ghotgheeo rary ofthe armored sabe troops ala 
take do wi heavy eae aut gat send: WORD 
aout loyalty Lato devaed «Cunning state. BR 
‘v6 the sales IB of conbat-echancing drugs Wat 
Stimulants This made thet rather stong ad faa ah 
had the added benefit of beingrather additive. THe 

* San) 


best soldiers on Corrin, and even the one 


‘shock troops beeame dependent e drugs, af 
‘ensured their constant loyalty. Lussor, ever the rogue, 
[presumptuously called them ‘Space Marines: 


‘Within a few hundred years, the Corti system Impe- 
‘um faced a major problem, The reserves of fod were 
running dangerously low aller so many yeas ct oll 
from any trade with the local age world. Fortunately, 
the warp storms had somewhat cleared by this point, 
and Lussor took this opportunity with both hands. He 
/\ ordered bis lets tothe agi world as swifly as they 
could, Led by Locu, he alo dispatched his space 
marines as wel, Using a series of short warp jumps, 
the let only took a couple of months to reach the agri 
|, worl (which normally only took a week wo travel too 
Tbetore the collapse of the Emperor's guiding ight.) 
|, ventually they made it to the agei world, Initially 
the world refused to submit to the ‘Imperium, and so 
| Locutrled the space marines into battle, The sacking of 
| the world took only a couple of weeks, The borderline 
© psychotic and lethally efficient space marines’ utterly 
‘ \ ‘bested the sparse and inexperienced PDF defender, 
“The planet as subdued, and trade resummed with 
Corrin within the year. This was to be the frst ac- 
tion amongst many that the ‘space marines’ of Corrin 
‘would undertake. Over the nxt few decades, the petty 
Innperiam swelled to aver twenty five worlds, With 
this the size ofthe Space Marine force expanded too, 
"along with the auxiliary, non-power armoured Army 
“thal soon speang up in thei wake, which was used to 
garrison captured worlds This empire under Lussor 
"Wat a profoundly poor one, but was nevertheless nge- 
| nious. Any saps of technology, no matter how bizare 
and incomplete were used by Lusso’ captured Ad- 
{pts and made into things that could almost be called 
Auicfl. Remote controlled bombs, converted land 
| speeder chassis, poor-quality programmable robots, 
various other bizare pieces of technology. Every- 
ound suse. He was alto open in his reruitment, 
“allowing mutants snd scum into his Imperial Army, 
with thelr own regiments 


toi became a ruler aid ebut hit own itle 
am no meting sig itn 


)phelian Imperium’ 
dark, chaotic early days ofthe cataclysm, 
Emperor finaly died, it seemed us though the 
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“Though the insjority ofhis let were ether destroyed™ 
In the eacape, of were dragged nto ineanty dog He 2) 
insanely turbulent warp tansit, the head of the Minka 
tora rived and desceded pon Ophelia the 


second most holy site in the whole Imperium, 


War and anarchy tore aross the Imperium, and he |) 
‘quickly realised the Imperium needed a sllyicg PoE 5) 
“Thus the Ecclesiarch, Pius Gula, gathered together all 

the astropath that had not been consumed by the su 

den loss ofthis anchor point in the warp, and ordered 


them to send out a message. 


“This mesiage'wat a sume the Adepta re 
desing alof ther, no mater wer hey weret6) 
rer to hes pil ee; Over net dead 
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‘Yet, still the Sisters came, and Ophlia was secured 
Senos and demonic forces were driven from the 
surrounding worlds within short-transit to Ophelia, 
and an Imperium of roughly thirty worlds was brought 
under the direct rule ofthe Ministorum-in-exile, Pius 
soon declared that his Imperium was the one true 
Imperium, and only his Imperium truly followed the 
dictates of the Emperor, He relused to acknowledge the 
Emperor's death 

laws, making them fulfill the rules of the Church much 
more closely, His Imperium beeame a theocracy far 
more strict and povverfal than any Imperium before i 
Broken Naval fleets who survived their warp transits, 
Hlocked to this ew Imperium, and with them came a 
reasonable amount of Imperial Guardsmen, 

who were quick to convert to the Ophelian Im. 
périum’s new, more pious doctrines 


and merely reformed his Imperium's 


Pathetically grateful to their saviour, the humans 
upon these worlds swifly re-corwerted to the Imperial 
church, Fanatics clogged the streets of ev 

‘ery world, flagellants, doomsayers, ad recep- 

tionist filling the air with the evered sounds 

lof desperate prayers to their dead-god, 


|. Ophelia itself, the vast world-spanning Cathedral, was 
filled with gibbering and despairing pilgrims and 


ie 
desperate eWviliahs: They all demanded to understand \V 
toy their god had forsaken them, How could the 
Emperor lose? Wast humanity the dominant free 
in the universe? Many Atcensiontst els arose én th 
‘Ophelian worlds They held the view that 
the Emperor had not died, but had in 
stead ascended to fall gochood 


“The fll ofthe Imperium was His di- 
vine judgement upon Man, 


Pius Gula, who had been steadily growing more 
and more unhinged, latched upon this idea. Canon 
‘ess Superior Kiralicus, one ofthe Ecclesiarchs new 
ruling body, the council of three, recommend: 

ed caution. Unfortunately, the final member of 

the council of three was Inquisitor Lord Karan 
avo, the infamous Pyrophant of Salem Proctor. 

He agreed with the Ascensionists and the Eecle 
siarch, and so the new reforms were passed, 


“The Emperor, hence, had ascended, and He was pun 
ishing the decadent Imperium. This was the oficial 
view now. The only way to save thei souls novs, Kara 
rmazov declared, was sacrifice, and the punishment 
ofthe obvious heretics within their society, Mankind 
was lax and monstrous, and he had the cure: ie 


Across the Imperium, Pius Sites 
)) baying mobs of cently converted Frateris militia, 
\ invaded their own worlds, denouncing millions as 
heretics, before either beating them to death with rods 
and fails, or dragging them away on the Witch-ships 
of the Ophelian Imperium, 


[ight and day, Ophelia glowed with baleful orange 

IHL, wich played acfoas te towering dom and 

noble, baroate sts of he holy woe, the farnaces 

reneath the gla Cathedral blazed nea-constanly 

EY tossands of heretics were shipped in only tbe herd- 
ed tto the cleansing flames one by one Presa stood 

reat ecterne either ide ofthe hori furnaces, 

Wbiling some insane shetork frock the vations holy 

P itbooks that Opkliahad boarded over the millenia 
ararazor personally excited a thousand heretics, 

I ivethron of jadgerent in near cota ue, 

(The people of Ophelia however didnot ress these 
Kisdshe slots Infact sean ofthe most insane 

“> Astensionists threw themselves into the fires, crying 
Apyntals as their bodes lstred and burned to ah 


For twenty years, this reign of murderous teror con- 
tinued, It was said thatthe process only stopped when. 
‘young gle, barely six terran years old, ran to the 

_Feclesiarch, evading guards, and kissed his feet, in reli- 

~\, gious adoration. Before he could respond, the gle! was 

| shot by a wild-eyed Frateris Militia-man, Ina terrible 
rage, Pius ordered the man’s innards boiled, and he was 
taken aivay to be executed. The genocide stopped soon 
after that day, as Pius realised his orders had destroyed 

[sent ath 


Be. a catia acapcrngiy saad 
BSF ht ptr asc every weak Slow 
“ing this period of witch hunts. Almost a third of the 

Population war ld, nd the Inger indsry 

1 us terribly understaffed by then. 


we 
}yAfer another twenty years, the Imperium was still 


J 
~ struggling, and it took the Tallarn War to open the new 
7 igling, 


A ai Honostorian’s eyes to this conspicuous lack 
DO ottesburces. 
Si 
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in 234.M45, that the Ophelian Imperium. 
¢ into conllic with the Tallarn Empire, The 

ns were located just to the galactic east of the 

“The Tallass had been a tiny ider~ 
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‘The Tallar belived strongly in the Emperor but 
theie views were far more traditionalist than Ophelia 
radical reforms. Thus, when Tallarn expanded west 
wards, and encountered Ophelian words, they ollered 
these worlds an alternative to Ophelian insanity. Many 
civilians on these outlying worlds, disgruntled with 

the massive death tol f the Ophelian regime, openly 
pleaded tothe Talla to save thems (or so the Tallara 
Empire claimed). Thus, when the Sororitas came to 

put down these revolts, the Talla lets were thereto 
‘engage them. And so, the war began. The Tallara ves- 
scl were of poor quality, and most of their conscript 
saemies were nowhere nea a effective as the highly 
disciplined Adepta Sororitas. However, the Soraritas | 
had incredibly weak supply ines and their esoures 
‘es were woefully depleted, It was said atthe bate of 
(Caninie, the Sisters fought without boters, for their ) 
supplies of boltcr shells were so lo. In contrast, the 
‘Tallarns had a well developed, and above all, extensive" 
logistic train, with numerous way staions supplying 
theie vessels between each short warp jump. Their = 
ships were cheap and terrible, but numerous, ad they 1 
‘overwhelmed the Sisters of Battle. The Ophelians 
lost sixteen world in the was, and were driven back 
from their former tretory: All because oftheir deplet 

ced resources. 


ee 
“Thus, Honosorian instigated his “heathen ley’ re- GE 
forms. These new Eeclesarchal Bulls tasked the large)", ) 
‘Wiich-ship lets o change thei tactics: They wet 

prea out froma Ophellan spate, i ad neat 
‘worlds, The populations ofthese worlds, de to the 

heresies, were ta he subjugated. However, they 
rote oflered conversion asa way out, Instead, all 
‘non-Ophelian Imperial Cultists, be they Thorians, ¢ % 
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Sp the ied of the surviving Ophetian agri worlds, and — 
they were put to work in the industrial worlds thatthe 
cclesiarch permitted to be built on worlds within the 
empire. 


“The Emperor” Honostorian was quoted as saying, 
“Desires the Imperium be rebuilt in His Divine im- 
age, He destroyed the old realms, so shall we rebuild 
iLto His exaltations. Our penance has been paid now 
in blood and ash. Now, the time of reformation is at 
hand 


“Ths began the second phase of the Ophelian Impe- 
| Hlum, In many ways, this phase ofthe Ophelian Im- 
® perium was even more terrible than the initial phase 


J ver tasty fora ater date 
| The Deiat’ nesta 
Wp Taqustor Delain was avery powerful Tngusi 
Wn td yes leading yas conglomeration of peri 
Mforces, in the cleansing ofthe Carpathis system, when 
RR aecricon finaly clapcd Many tous 
Peyben ees vessels werelostin the warp, and the rest 
J perespat out serene within the Ulta Sepmen- 
Is, epi artropath and navigators all led, sve 
hor oe, aed Ori Using er lent, Depban 
Brag eted cfr nearby snes ad he pea 
Ba Nie Het Aire to make series of shart warp jp 
Ip ach thse neacby words, Within sx month they 
‘had made it to these systems, 


uisitor dispensed with pleasantries, and in- 
ly seized the Governor's palace ofthe Capital 
hen, When he discovered that Hatken and 
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knew something very wrong had happened 


‘This realisation became more and more evident as M43" 
‘continued onvvards. For thirteen years, the Inquisitor 
and his crusade forces desperately fought olf constant! 
pirate atlacks and xenos incursions, that seemed to be 
near constant occurrence across the entire sub sector,» 
AAs they fought, they unconsciously began to utilise 
Harken and its systems more and more. Reserves for 

lost Guardsmen came from within Hazkenian PDE 
ranks, munitions and supplies were gifted by the Gay" 
‘ernors and provincial Lords of Harken and the outly- 
ing worlds in adjacent systems. 


“The Harken system was always i an unica league 
‘of governors, even before the death of the Emperor 
‘Whereas before, the ingusitor would have probably 
destrayed the League de to the potential fr subver 
sive behaviour inherent to thie league, he now open- 
ly encouraged it. The lose tes between worlds was 
utilised to ts fullest by the cunning Inquisitor. Using 
his crusade force of Red Hunters marines, Deathwatch, 
and vast regiments of inquisitorial Stormtroopers and 
Imperial Guardsmen, Delphain kept the League of 
Planetary Governors (or LPG) relatively intact. How 
ever: it became clear that there was no one ese coming | 
to relieve the Inquisitor and his forces, The Eexperae 
was dead, and so was his Imperium, Ye, this was nota, 
particularly terible prablem for the pragmatic Del 
hain. Over years of fighting the ifrasteucture of bis 
‘crusade, snd that ofthe governments ofthe LPG, had" 
smerged sigafianty- His crusade was divided, fght- 
ing on all fronts across the LPG’ border and many 
‘otis generals had agreed to defence contracts with 
local power magnates and Los, offering protection. 
in exchange fr supplies and limited leadership ofthe 
lorementioned provinces 


Delphain him became famous, and many called. > 
him the ‘breaker, due to a legendary battle on the bor 
deo where th ngustor aed thunder hares 8, 
senash the gates of a rebellious cy open, ie 

teoops to enter the ety and slaghler the enemy: 

the old Governor of Harken died, it was with =n 
support that Delphian, fanked by his Red Hunter 
tartes bodyguards entered the central ity nd se 
the leadership oficial. Though the LPG ee 


vas coun of equal the Harken eat yas vay 
< SaaS sy 


es 


‘most powerful, With Delphain oa te throne it became 
‘ear that this was no longer a mere alliance, It was an 
empire 


Dalphain, intoxicated by his succes in crafting a func 
tioning state from the ashes ofa shattered Imperium, 
declared tha this was the new Imperium, the sole legit 
‘mate power in the Universe. And, ina bold move, he de- 
cared himself Holy king, chosen ofthe Emperor, While 
the more primitive worlds of his fity-world Imperium 
could readily aceept this, the more urban hive worlds and 
agri worlds became uneasy. During 

this period, there were hundreds of rebellions, Each was 
‘easly crushed by the feudal military of Delphain, The 
Iargest ofthese rebellions was led by Orch, who was 
‘declared oracle ofthe future, and denounced Delphain 

4 Apostate and anti-Emperor. Crucially, she gained the 
support of a number of Lords om the outskirts, who ral- 
lied around her. A large naval engagement over the world 
‘of Fancit decided this rebellion, and Orichi was killed 
during the battle, 


Unified once more, the Delphain Imperium seemed set 


tomaintain itself as a sted power. However, in 
“444.M]45, the now-ancient Delphain finally died. The 
YVassal-Governors each claimed they should take his 
place, while the Red Hunters backed Delphains son, 
‘Abar Delphain, as next in line. Unwilling to challenge the 
dread Astartes, the governors acceded without incident 


‘Abar was young arid impettout. Deluded by the dives 
torted tales ofthe past Imperium told to him by his 
father, Abar declared that they must expand into the 
Galaxy, and re-establish the Imperium. However, he 
did not take into account the fact most worlds were 
sll recovering from almost a century of civil wae. 


“The belligerent King ordered expeditions into nel 
‘bouring systems, However, these accupations’ could 
never work, as he hadat the resources for such actions, 
In the end, these turned into raids and wats of plun- 
der, where greedy former-crusade generals, power 
magnates and local Lords (who, increasingly, became 
indistinguishable from each other, so similar in power 
and prestige the three strata were) would make planet 
fall on various human and xenos worlds, smash their 
cities and slaughter hundreds of thousands of people in 
random, brutal slaughter, rape women and men, burn 
down perceived ‘heather’ churches, and steal all things 
considered valuable, Abar Delpbain allowed this prac 
tice, however, ast provided a ready stream of income 
into his Imperium. 


However, it soon drew the attention of other powerful 
forces, who soon descended upon this Imperium. This 
Imperium, which considered itself so very mighty, but 
who would soon be proven entirely wrong. 


SEGTION IV: 

ANGELS UNLEASHED: 

THE SPAGE MARINE “FREE 
COMPANIES’ 


ecm cin 
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Just asthe Imperium fragmented, so too did each and 
‘every Space marine chapter. Ata strake, all marines 
‘on campaign across the Imperium immediately lost 
‘contact with their segmentum commands and chapter 
fortresses, Ten thousand years worth of warp charts 
“became obsolete ina single heartbeat 


““K few chapters had the good fortune to see most 

\ “otter marines in one system, or a few oftheir 

| savigators survive. These chapters managed to gather 
1) theie forces together in numbers almost comparable to 
> “those before the cataclysm. However, these lucky few 
vs Els covers tlaer section 


“The majority of chapters were shattered into their 
constituent parts, be they companies or mere 
‘gua. These companies became known as the 
“Orphan Companies, and spent this time desperately 
“garching the void fr their lost brothers rather than 
{ Ycampaigaing. They stumbled through the galaxy near. 
blindly, their navigators and astropaths al either dead 
of maimed. Many Orphan Squads were picked off by 
opportunistic pirates, or rogue Empires eager fora 

1 lek dose of vengeance against the fallen Imperium. 


Wiis the pt ad phn proves fs pace 
dient easly overcome. Even with th los of 
uch, ore larger companies managed to survive 
pd even thrive in the vacuum left by the Imperiumis 
Sylie Mos hese pace arn copie 
don taunted by the prospect ofa univese 
Mout Pi This may sem strange, but a quote fom 
ther Barber ‘the Eaple blade’ one of the leaders 
‘Obb8E stich Space marine force, may go sate way to. 
hs mindset: "You ask me what [fight fort 
it Net anyonor. The great monolith of Imperial 
ty perchance? Ney, Esyingain nay! We ght 
tin. You my sf, but ox quetion i one 


Soi seeiey ee 


What else do we have? What else?” — 


Having no desire to retie or serve a new master, andlp © 
no marketable skills beyond the blade and gun, these.) 
‘marines found purpose hy simply continuing todo, 

what they had been created fr. Hy 


‘Whatever ther justifications, these self-styled ‘ree 
ctimpanies needed supplies and equipment they 
were to continue theit Long Wars. These companies © 
rented thr servies to whomisoever would supply 
thet with botshells, repairs to armour, and the vas 
quantities of calorie need for Astares physiology 
‘These ‘Astartes for hie were employed agaist rvaly 
Innperims,xenos incisions, dnl daemnonk-led 
uprisings. They only stipulated thatthe est mua Bea 
true human, Mutant-ed Imperinms such asthe Vil 
Born Imperium, were repeatedly hunned by all bot} 

the mast unscrupulous of Free Companies. # 


Other, less reputable Free Companies merely raided 
‘human colonies, taking what they needed and burning 
the rest, What right did these mortals have ta deny 

their betters? Why should the strong protect these 
weakling? Surely punishment wasall they deserved.) 
Such was the reasoning ofthese honorless renegade 
Astares, The Free Companies which formed from © 
fragments of the Marines Malevolent were particulnly © 
infamous for atrocities, By M46, many Free 
Companies savagery made them indistinguishable 
from the chaote renegades of legions such asthe | 
[Night Lords or Dark Tuskers. Only the Raven Guar” 
fragments, who were sed to ghting in smaller 
groups, maintained thie dignity and honour through" 
this dark time, They continued to answer desperate 
pleas for help, and they stole only from their enemies, © 
refusing o assault human empires Fei 


Yet, they were only one chapter amhongst many 
thousands. The other Free Companies spent the 
‘millenia gleefully plaguing the divided and panic 
stricken galaxy. ; 


“The Adeptus Astales naw no Fear, Now they 
would know no mercy elter..well so much for 7 


op BS as 


SECTION V: 

THE ADAMANTINE WORLDS: 
THE ADEPTUS MECHANICS, 
THE AWAKENING, ano THE 
WAR OF TWO SPHERES 


‘he Adeptus Mechanicus, unlike alfothePbranches oP 
the ruined Imperium, did not collapse with the loss of 
the Astronomicon. Their end came from a far more 
shameful reason, 


“The Machine Cult had always been distint from the 
rest ofthe Imperial society. Always there have been 
‘Ministorum clerics who frown on calling the Emperor 
‘Omnissiah, and magi who chafe at the idea of some 
uunaugmented Terran claiming lordship over their 
church, Asa result ofthis friction, the Forge Worlds 
hhad always operated more independently than the 
average Imperial world, Forge Worlds communicated 
through the Mechanieus’ esoteric Manifold system 
rather than standard astrotelepathy, further widening 
the cultural divide. 


During the collapse of the Imperium, the Mechanicus 
‘ontinuied on much as they did before, albeit with less 
Active personne since they could no longer receive 
food shipments from agei-worlds to feed al their 
aadepts. Physical contact between Forge Worlds and 
‘outlying research stations was also mostly extin- 
‘guished, asthe explorator fleets had not yet invented a 
replacement for Navigators. Yet, the Mechanicus could 
fot capitalize upon this advantageous postion, Each 


individual Forge World possessed massive strategic 2, 
resources, but these were too valuable ta be risked i 
the dangers of warp travel, and so meant nothing at thé 
galactic level. Seeing this weakness, the more oppar- 
lunistic Petty Imperiums began using their superior 
numbers to raid the starving Forge Worlds. Those 

“Tech Priests stationed on non-Mechanicus worlds and 
starships were indentured by their employers. These 
Isolated Machine Cultats were forced to declare oaths 
‘of servitude to their new masters. Inquisitor Delphains 
Imperium greatly benefited from this practice, illing 
his arsenals with many terrible weapons. 


“The Petty Imperiums (not to mention the countless 
pirate bands and daemon-worshiping cults), realized 
they desperately required Mechanicus expertise in 
‘order to maintain the technology looted from the late 
Imperium. Tratficking in Tech Priests quickly became a 
very lucrative trade, Mechanicur vessels were am 
‘bushed when they burst back into the materium after 
perilous warp transis, their under-supplied erews no 
match forthe highly motivated raiders. Forge Worlds 
Were besieged in some extreme cases often assaulted 
by brief alliances of several Petty Imperiums. These 
alliances would quickly crumble once their leaders 


wen 
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shite ofthe human and technologie plunder 

\ 

NPT combat this, the Forge Worlds wete forced to pour 
that dwindling resources uate lary fore 
el Fac Star erny would havens defend ts owe 
oe World, without any hope of f-word sippar. 
Gb, they bao expand cto nearby resoirce voi, 
Forge Words lacky enough o have some Age Wolds 
ning colonies nent lat a tine in bj 
ating there precious ares stig up vs defence 
ft aout tse words, Iwas sald any world 
etude foes of gn lator and suse 
ations was doomed. Ag- Words contd Bal 

Forge Word beearoekown axle ei every 

2 plintation had aballalion of Skit sttloned nt 


‘Most Forge Worlds followed this plicy, but others 
follawed diferent doctrines ofthe Cult Mechan- 

1 teas, Some Forges were heavily influenced bythe 
“dreaded Innovator Cults, and contemplated the 
"worst heresy possible: developing new technalo- 
A ee arnneat The ge ord of Grint 

was the main forge to actually put this policy into 
practice, The dead ruins of Griminnar still howl 
‘vith the mechanical cris of orphaned monsters, 
and technologies that shouldnt be trifle with. 


= 
‘Ee 
" mote isolationist thas before, sealing their words 
fram the outside universe The Magi of Caltar sent 
ot their few remaining Naval vessels to every world 
+ “Within seach, Those not alzeady left barren by the New 
1: Devoures were made so by mile virus barrages, be- 


Geechee Beld ttn the exerminats wake were 
( ¥ then laced with toxic chemicals, which prevented any 
hérrd-forming to ever take place again. Thus, sur. 
“pounded by a network of dead worlds, these forges 
Sp ander the surface, To survive; the workforce were 
A sow ver the conse of thontand years, endned 
into ety substances, rtiade a erork 
fi ti aang Nag dg abso 
is chamber. These words became underground, 
Tec hellcapes led with eyberetc toe 
and ruled by ravenous, canubalstic Tech Priests 
who were now virtually nothing more than spidery, 
pated machines, covered in twisted structures, which 
yep ther wasted rotten eso dying 


tw 


oul weak ul flying ele rence ero 
isolation; the Cult ofthe Dragon. These forge works 
seemed to churn out technology far above ther skill 


and this technology difused into every strata ofthe. © 
hierarchy. ers and Save Workers began using the 
sophisticated catting tool brought to thems the thik” 


igen beams fat in advance of ant ebay 
then. Midrange tech Adept begin to ule strange 
technologies appa fem the dark ag, which beh 
could teleport ther round the forges afl, witha 
fearof daemonic tack, forthe teperation devieg A 
did not send them through the warp, Even the higher ull 
level, the Fabricator and his Magi, would begin to sg.) 
Sophisticated semi-olid metalallogs leh acca 

ly resisted the aging process entirely. Of course, day’ 

1 day inch by inch, the forge word was sive 
‘When the ges silver vessels cae fr them ad they 
moved a attack thete fore, they fad hele weapons 
eles as thelr technology lslfrballel against tel 
rmutrs. Their add grec evegy weapon aed we 


cleporters teleported unfortunaestnsde erect | 
wal or smply nt the Val The great ses fee) 
arrived and enaived the word hn hours a tie 

liny Dragon Cults on the worlds struck deals with theit ~ 
nlver overlords. These worlds central forge complexes. &, 
were ripped dojn and catered becoming pest 
lowing green gates, which pulsed wit leu, Oe 
“he popuaiot f ese Wore eee a 
the vast gates, where they were stripped down into, 
ther conorcat alee ec ave satewt at 
‘Those Cults who loyally stood by and watched, 

as hele et ae ee etd 
the gilt of immortality. Their bodies were painful 4. 
iy broken, and metal adalitoos were gated ntl 
their still living bodies. Their minds were scoured. 
“howe who showed sigs of blanks were erade) 
as tal too inbed Pela amachincs, while the 
tiers wet simply sipped fall conscots thought, 
and were grafted into the workings of the ma- ot 
neste vex bye echanteal geyser WER A) 
roamed across these cold metallic Farge Worlds. fy". 


‘Actos the collapsing galany, hundreds of forge wot, 
fellthis ay thesouls oftheir poplacefedinto the FQ) 
‘central core ofa vast Web:ofethetea! horror, all Ban a 
ceo te ord whois tae ved a nts R) 


countless millenia wycome Mags > > 
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“Mars was near the centre of the 
‘Tech Priests were driven utterly insane by this sudden 
_tedlisation that their Omnissiah was no more. Some 
tried vainly to claim He had merely turned into nought 
‘but information, the Machine God made pure, but 
their voices were drowned out by the increasingly 
insane ramblings of the divided rival cults across the 
planet. Fanning the flames ofthis madness was the 
"nauseating waves of warp psychosis, rippling through 
the void, and driving their souls to madness, The 

(Cult Ofthe Dragon grew marginally in numbers, 

‘but mostly retreated tothe Noctis Labyrinth, where 
the taint of the warp was extinguished by powerful, 
mysterious wards. Here, they awaited the awakening 
| of their true master, the true Machine God incar- 
Pate (in their opinion of couse); The Void Dragon. 


: 


t 


1 Onceit id aise, however i was alznost as power 
) Nata been before it had ever been struck by the 
Uiitisenan of Vaul With cold fury the Void Dragon 
_p eanguered Mars, easly batting aside the sporadic 
"gbbering armies of the Martins. The vals were 
See 
& fan perfected, and those weapons kept only due 
ia stupid ignorance, were discard. The Solar System, 
aS er ‘mament, was not equipped to face the Drag- 
; sen onslaught and world after word fel, and 
oe ‘was combated and defeated, Only Titan 
held out agains the Star God, bat we shall discus the 
tad stubborn defence of Titan, by the Cunt 
fil and the Grey Knight at ater tag 


with the: aes secured, the Void Dragon 
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forthe Galaxy an unlikely saviour intervened fn 
sae yea 

NY 
Scretning actos the void, steaming or the eye. © 
like vile spew of vomit and pus, Abaddon the Ded 
spilt the dark leader ofthe Wester Chaos Ipe- 
rin, was expanding beyond his already extensive 
borders, With his Legions of monstrous Astartes, = 
his countes billions ofthe Despoied, his allen 
CCaian army backed up by countleas demonic en 
tines and vil, semi-living demonic veel, and 
renegade formerl-tmperial ets, the chaos ord | Ui) 
promised that he would finally see the Soar Sys- =) 
tet and make his ultimate victory complete Asih. a, 
transpired, he was beaten to ity the great Can," 


es 


‘The War ofthe Two Spheres began in earnest, when his 
initial vanguard flets surged forth from the warp, and 
were instantly engaged and destroyed by vas, sil- 

ver ships, shimmering with arcane power. The 
Despoilr, i his fury, deployed more and more 
vessels, hoping to engage and destroy these in- 
terlopers, He would not be denied his prize! 


“The Necron Vessels of the Dragon, however, were 
too powerful and, above all, maneuverable, Only the 
most corrupt and demonic vessels could effectively 

Halo the Necro Ships. Slowly stscemed 6 hough %) 
the Forces of the dragon Ascendant, would push back 
Abaddon, and perhaps even begin counter-invasion. 
‘hebultles fought in the war could fil brary theme 
selves such was the dark legends birthed from that 
See meaner ah 
where specially-designed molten Neceon constructs“ 
battled belle daemons, and Astartes and mortal 
pourized inthe heat, o the unfrgivably cold expanses 
‘of Europa, where mighty Necton-tainted titans and 

spidery metallic erealures from ancient mtb, wrestled 

spel tea Taenichian nghtnares, and non- 
sters dragged all below the iy erst, to their doors; 

all seemed to be turning against Abaddon. No meh 

the infernal fury of bis constructs, Legions of faa 

and daemons, he could not match the dreadfal ma 

‘ofthe Void Dragon’ forces. Iwas master ofthe V 

and everything int. On the very surface of the sus, if) 9) | 
strangled the le from a summoned Skarbrand Isle 

the etre ary of Flan Then a dread Dae 
_Brince that was SOT 
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“Abaddon grew desperate. Throughdut the Oort cloud; 
the hollow sphere region of comets which orbited Sol, 
the Despoiler dropped spawn, All the billions of spawn 
birthed by aborted ascensions were dumped on the 
frozen comets, Using vile sorcery, these spawn were 
filled with the dreadful Obliterator virus, driving their 
bodies to expand and twist ever more than before, 

as billions of tons of machinery and weaponry were 
spewed forth from the chaotic monsters, fusing into 
hortfic merged constructs barely resembling anything 
in realty should ever resemble, Through ruined lungs, 
and innumerable twisted vox mouths, Absddon’s Dark. 
‘Mechanicus servants pumped serap code and logic 
daemons, distorting reality itself for ight minutes in all, 
directions 


Even as the Void Dragon slaughtered the last of Abad- 
don forces within the Solar System, Abaddon and the 
-majority of his forces outside the Solara System, be- 
yond the Oort Cloud, sealed the trap. The giant obliter- 
ator spavn were spewing forth anti-machine energies, 
‘stsaight from the warp, ina perfect sphere around the 
‘entice Solar System. The void dragon tried to send 

his forces beyond the cloud. However, as soon as they 
tried to push their way through the cloud, their ma- 
chines would fail, and self destruct, lest chaos contami- 


nate the Neeron Nodal net 


‘The howl of the Dragon at that moment, so the leg- 
‘end goes, reverberated throughout the galaxy. He 
had escaped one tap, only to be lured into another. 


Abaddon had sealed the Dragon away in the Solar 
System out of mere hate and spite, yet unbeknownst 
to him, he had possibly saved the entire galaxy, as it 
cut the awakening Necron forces from their master, 
and thus they returned to dormant mode across the 
‘galaxy, merely securing the local area around their 
‘Tomb Worlds, in preparation for the next call to arms, 


Of course, saving the galaxy sa relative term, For 
thousands of years after this period, things went froin 
bad to worse for every inhabitant of the Milky Way: 
False gods rose, tyrants butchered millions, Forge 
Worlds became ever more violent and isolated, and 
humanity fragmented into ever more ignorant and 
‘brutish factions, asa new, far worse power arose in 
the hearts of the deluded. Also, the Necrons only had 
to wait few thousand years, before they returned to 
their original destiny. For, asthe galaxy at large would 
‘come to realise the Void Dragon was only one C'tan. 


SEGTION VI: 
CHURGH OF THE DELUDED: 
GRAND SIGARIUM 


(Ditrainar, during the tempest eee galas 
trecame at east inital bastion of unity and secu 
8) forthe huddled and earl servants ofthe per 
tn, Asthelr ept collaptd around them, Ulramar 
fea cen by mana the only Sion Lathe Exper 
Pe people 
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‘The Ultramarine Successors tried their best to return 
to Uliramar, to their ancestral home, Some could not 
abandon their worlds, due to their gene fortresses 
being located there. However, most managed to con- 
vert their chapters into flet based chapters. This was 
the only way to avoid the new devourer relatively 
ntact, and the only way to travel to Ultramar. tn the 
|. dark carly days of the M42, the small Empire within 
an Empire expanded is area of effet, with defenceless, 
leaderlesspost-Imperial worlds eagerly joining the 
“union of Ultramarines and suecessors. This expansion 
was not just a humanitarian one, for the sudden influx 
‘of successor chapters necessitated a massive increas in 


“recruitment and training worlds, in addition to a larger 


By the close of M42, almost three thousand Astartes 
Jhad come to Uliramar, and continued to desper- 
ately help fight off the devilish xenos invaders and 
‘heretical monsters, that poured from all directions 
‘ear constantly The remnants ofthe Eagle Warriors 
‘and the Genesis Chapter, in particular, were instru 

"mental in defending the nearby systems around and 
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pr hfemcwn’ sawed Caco 
Years ofthe second Age of Strife ploughed onwar 
fhe soccer and the ulramarinea beer 80 l- 
roe boron as rlarcement fore 
strength companies came Cor anwhene hey could 
find them be they parent or succesot. In general 

Unrararan artes ofthe prod appeared 10 Be 

strange multi-coloured groups, with ech company 
tea haviog mates fom pt ax diferent chap 


ters within their organisation. Geneseed was used 
in Ultramarine recruits, and that same stock used in 
‘other chapters, regardless. During the period,any © 
former guardsmen or PDF let within Ultramar, were 
press ganged into service in these haphazard afairs, 


Calgar tried to keep to his father’ codex, but inevita- 
bly, compromises had to be made, They had never 
‘encountered a situation like this before. Whatever 
troops he could muster were pressed into multi 

ple running batlles across the sub sector. The or 
‘ganisation ofthe worlds would come later, he just, 
needed to hang onto the ones he already bad. 


Quality of fein the Ultramar worlds became much 
lower than the comfortable conditions of Mal. 
‘Overcrowiing and overpopulation du to refugees 
sade resources scare, and intense rationing and, 
high taxes were thrust upon the general populace. As.) 
memory ofthe Emperor became more dant and 
rumours of his death spread, devotion and prayer)! 
eventually began to dit towards the protectors ofthe © ) 
Realms the Angels Astartes. Cults of personality bey 
‘gan to spread across the various worlds of Uksamar, 
and the Marines became figures of divine judgement 
and awe. No tithe was ever rejected by these igno- 
rant peasants. ven as they died in the stret, blind 
devotion grew in intensity. Some would say despi- 
‘ably, none ofthe marines discouraged this. Many \ 
secretly believed themselves superior than mortal 
men, and confirmation ofthis by the ty must have 
inflated thei self importance to monstrous levels, > 
"None moreso than the famous Cato Sicaius 

} 


Formerly of the Ultramarines second Company, Sigur" 
ds became Centurion Maximal af the defence ef 

rank created by Calgar, who was becoming avery | 
Ancient man by this pit, lear consmanded th a 
Fenaive war efor to heep the berets, hori mee 
and rival Imperius, from tearing down ihat the 

_won, whilst Calgarinstructed Ageman, Regen at ‘i 
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[Ultramar (and Sicarius rival) 6 lod afte the 
administration and regulation of the realm, in 
cooperation with Calgar himself 


By 455,.MA2, Calgar had grown restles. He desired 
for the expansion of Ultramar, to bring sanity back to 
the galaxy, and remake the Imperium. He saw himself 
like unto Guilliman himself, who had pulled the 
Imperium from chaos back into Order following the 
Horus Heresy. He was supremely angry that Sicarius 
as nol expanding, and demanded an explanation, 
Sicatius tried to explain that he was too pressed 
simply with keeping the realm secure, and that to 
‘expand would be to leave other worlds vulnerable, 


Nevertheless, Calgar began to accompany Sicarius, 
ad led some expeditions of his own, However, in the 
people’ minds, Siarius was the true hero, and many 
began to praise him openly. Sicarius's supporters began 
to turn his points about security. into ones about racial 
purity, ‘Ultramar for the Uliramarians’ hegan to be 
‘heard in the filthy overcroviled cities across the Realm, 


was in 553,.M42, that this mounting distrust between 
the three men came toa head. A great chaos Warlord 
called Vashnaraman, had gathered a vast army of 
insane and deluded minions, backed up by demonic 
‘engines and a huge flet of vessels, and had ravaged the 
Goldian Imperium, and the Imperium of the Thorians. 
Calgar called for a vast force of Ultram, o sally forth 
fom his realm, and engage this force in battle, for 


‘lory and forthe Emperor: Sicarius, amazingly: openly, 
dissented, claiming this was a ool folly. The Ravager? 
forces were not on a path to Ultramar. Why risk a wat 
they cul not win, which would leave the realm weak? 


Sicarius was not alone in this, and several Vassal: 
Chapter Masters lobbied Calgar to reconsider. 


He did not. Thus, a force of 300 marines, with 
their attendant fleet vessels and human Auxiliaries, 
surged forth to engage the Warlord, Notably, Sicarias 
remained within Ultramar’s borders, while Agemman, 
keen to curry favour with Calgar, joined the crusade 
(the second largest marine force since the fall af the 
Imperium) as it plunged into the dark, uncharted 
region heyond the border worlds of Ultramar. 


1k was upon the world of Thracis that Calgar engagéd 
the Warlord and his forces. A seven milion strong, 
force of frothing madmen and eallous mercenaries, 
faced Calgar’s force of 3000, only 500 of which were 
Marines, The battle upon the plain of Canthor was 
legendary, Calgar used every trick and ploy T'atght in 
the codex, and even some improvisations suggested 
by Telion and the dreadnought Uriel, The war was 
thuggish, brutal and short, Calgar simply could not 
defeat the buge force which assailed him, It was grimt 
testimony to how far even Ultramar had fallen, that 
itcould not longer defeat a force such as this, Calgar 
‘determined that he would be the one to end the war. 
He fought his way through the pres of foul chaotic 


; 5 Poe fats <7 
bodies, Ageminan and the Honaebotedtoloning ~ 
)) itis wake. The Chater Master reached to within, 
| fourteen fet ofthe skull-helmed Vashnaraman, 
However, tragically a venomous dart, fred by a 
sickening depraved Aeldari mercenary, struck the 
‘great man in the Usrat. The Aetdari was ssid to 
hhave told Calgar, ase lay dying, thatthe bolt had 
‘been from a prominent lord of the Shadow realm, 
“The Vie thing had not managed to tell Calgar 
who it was, as Agemman struck its head from ts 
|) shoulders, and dragged Calg fom the fighting 


loodied and broken, after weeks of fighting, the few 

survivors ofthe il-ated crusade managed to claw their 

| way back w their vessels, and made haste back to Ul 

) Psaimar However, when Agemman and the few sue- 
‘vor returned, Utramar was not how they remem 

\ bred it 


(> Banners proclaiming Sicariu ascension to Chapter 
~ aster tered inthe wind, rom banner poles across 
every world Work was beginning upon statues and 
“Inenorils to Sicarus. As Agemman was o learn, Cato 
Ha informed the Cosnal of Chapter masters that Cal 
atipon heading forthe Crusade, had promised him 
©) Aeadership of Ultamar, knowing that he would 
(die on his crusade Sicaris hod denounced Calgar 
-asa dreaded Codex-breaker (which had become 
the gravest heresy according to Siarius), and ac- 
Fcushd Agemman of corrupting Calgar's mind. 


“The defence monitors and warships that engaged the 
+ “returning fleet gave them two options: surrender 
|) Agemman, and be welcomed back into the fold of 
> Ultramar, or be sain as heretics othe highest order. 
Wit ali. they refsed They were promplly boarded 
Sy Ke fe sycophant Master ius, of the Genesis 
“Chapter, ‘who had become regent in the absence of 
|) Agerman. His forces overwhelmed the crusaders, and 
 Rakeorereriets eo 
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said he died on Crusade, while the most 


J 


| prevalent theory is that, upon seing what his Ul- 


tramarines had become, he had cast off his ar- 
“magutin disgust, cursing, “Oh Imperium! What has 


tes donned simple hooded robes, and van- 
0 the wilderness beyond Ultramar. 


as 


fa blade, before lions of edoring subject 


‘Gres the wert cel Ota ber te more owe 
Racal concatrnct el Se cakot ye 

and jot ante Chigter stereo cae 
telat hc be och at oppure Go whe 
‘The Marines became semi-divine Angels, and were, ce 
worshiped longi ia The Son of Ors yee fol 
cialy concerned with ensuring worship of Sica 

was regulated igh, Holy books and histories grew 
about him, and myth beeame fat, and fact became lies, 


and all the while, Sicarius grew more and more insane, 
He was the descendant of the God-Emperor. Thus, * 
the God-Emperor was dead, he, Cato Sicarius was 
God. He had the great Obsidian Fortress built on Mac- 
ragge, the titanic structure sprawled across the back of 
the former polar defence fortress. Tapestries depicting 
‘him fighting and killing Behemoth single-handedly, or 
battling the monstrous dacmon-infested Calgar, begat 

to spring up across the fortress’ monolithic interioe. 


In M43, Ultramar was renamed Grand Sicarium, in 4 
honour of their God. He was king of ll Space ma- 
Fines, and he demanded they treated him as such, 
‘Though powerful beyond measure, he was always 
paranoid, and the secretive, hollaw-eyed special 

force of Chapter Serfs, known as Idoltrators, moved 
amongst the squalid societiesn fGrand Sicari- 

um, from the ash fields of Tarss, tothe Mines of 
Colehis, Anyone even so much as voicing acon- 
‘cer about Siearius was arrested and tortured, = 


His vast throné room within the Obsidian fortress, wall 
Said to be lavishly decorated, nal the fiat decors ah 
tong and aoc Hs guarded Cery deb 
and he allowed noone eters santa, and all) 
business of state was handled by Tis, the miserable” 
‘and base Regent of Grand Sicariti, Upan great pig sy 
lining the citadel Calgar and Apdmnmatix beats Woh 
stnick upon spk i, ash task remind that Ul 
‘ar all he gory tat came with, wat dead, O 


a he) 
the madness and abomination of Sicarius rn Lat 
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SEGTION Vil: 
THE GRUSADE OF INSANITY: 
THE TEMPLARS ON THE RAMPAGE 


‘Astartes, second only to the Red Hunters in their 
_teligious fervour, became something far wor 
“their Imperium fell nto factionalised and mo 
strous realms, petty kingdoms and protectorates. 
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>) Hlawever twas the psychological elect upon the 
| Temnplacs, following this calamity, tht was far more 
profound. The various smaller crusades, devoid of their 
- central mission, simply resorted to wat they aways 
|) id They fough inthe name of the Emperor and 
| Dora. They sucidlly attacked worlds and petty Impe- 
"hs, regardless of alliances or real/imagined heresies 
“This gained them no friends a8 they attacked whoever 
they could, These isolated crusader forces were, for 
the most pat, ambushed, overwhelmed, or otherwise 
destroyed, by vengeful and cruel local power magnates. 


|) However, the largest force of Templars, one thousand 

‘sgrong, cut a bloody swathe against their foes, This was 
the central Templar fleet, led by High Marshal Dor- 
_stros, from his lagship the Eternal Crusader. 


“The Templars travelled fom world to wold, desper- 
1 stay sehing righteousness What hey sa, on every 
“world sickened them. Heresy laxity and impiety were 
sles every human world and Imperius sought o 
FS Seton ther own destinies amonget the callous stare 
“The yrand ideals ofthe Imperium were fongoten by 
; AL Save, of course, the Templars. The more they saw, 
\" the more their own insane ideologies seemed to make 
SAF ei roe warped nee werd vicn Soane, 
. 


een arene 
ReMi cs eee eer 
Wetyoyed. To xenos, no option was given, and 
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1+ them. Thus, the Black Templars invaded world a 
F recruiting those insane or desperate ——_ 
a SSIS. 


‘oka pi 
‘ord. Cites were torched, or cleansed by nuclear” 
fre. Sword Brethren and wid-eyed initiates moved 
among the feel enemy, singing delirious yma) 
allthe while crying wih glee a they maimed and” 
‘rushed aid burned, alin the Emperors name, 


“Asthey moved slowly across the already war torn and 
‘brutalised galasy, the zealous and insane detritus of 7 
hhiman society, Gibbering priest fogellating cults 
aind rope ergy attached themecvesto the Temple 
rapidly expanding rag tag fleet. As more and more 
religous fanatics merged with the cts, chanting helt 
devotion hymns throughout he lect, the Templars 
began ove more and ote to believing the Empei™ 
Gr wat indeed God-madé-mabifes, andthe las of he 
Astronomicon was merely the final siga, the rallying 

call ofthe Templars. They were 6 purge the galaxy 

lea, and only then in His mercy, the Emperor could 
enue 


Someof the Sisters fate, stranded on rote 
sels wre corporate no head and und 
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‘The Crusade swelled to almost two thoussad Asta 
nillione of raving huntian fanatics and cemi-elte 
dry, as wellas thousands of veel I asthe seh 
realest concentration of Marines inthe platy vA 
this period, Despite thi the Crusade could never 
Searls 


ite the primo ty to bring ode the ee: 
‘es anarchy, No; because eens 


raf SIF 


their own thetoric. They were not obra Cfusade of 
redemption, but one of punishment, and pain, They 
blundered 

altacking and brutalising whoever they came across 


om system to system, near aimlessly, 


Planets were ransacked, their people put to death or 


Simply beaten until they could fight no more, 


‘This Felentles process of murder and prayer would hag 
continued indefinitely, one would assume, asthe 
Templars Crus ery time 

a world was ransacked, This was to change when 

they encountered, high in the galactic North, the 
Eastern Chaos Imperium, led by the legendary Huron 
Blackheart 


sew in numbers 


ce * 
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SEGTION Vill: 
RAVAGERS AND ROGUES: 


PIRAGY in tHe SECOND AGE oF 
STRIFE 


‘As with any major disaster; the collipse ofthe Imperi= 
uum was exploited by the scum and dishonourable ith 
fof the universe, which oozed up from the widening 


‘racks in Imperial authority like wriggling maggots 


‘crawling free of a corpse. With no centralised Im- 
perial authority, and with a non-existent interstellar 
‘communication system, any Imperial Batlelleets oF 


sector fleets which survived the initial hell-storm of 
the new devouser, were utterly lost and aimless in 
this nev, shattered galaxy. All warp routes were ren- 
dered useless, and all warp charts and mapping of the 
universe instantly became out of date. The universe 
became a bigger, more incomprehensible place. Not 
‘only this, but the few coherent batle fleets could 
‘only travel as fast asthe short warp transit systems 
‘onboard their vessels would allow. The main body 

‘of the Navigator houses were destroyed when Ter- 
rawas overrun by daemons, and many more were 
simply driven utterly insane by the sudden surge in 
chibotic activity in the dreadful wake ofthe collapse, 
“Thus, without any opposition the criminal, and some 


més heres, Sen ofthe univers sprang upin 2g 
‘greater numbers than ever before, Disorientated of 
lost merchant fleets were ransacked, their people eithet 
butchered or brutalised ina variety of interesting 

and, abave all, nasty ways, ‘Wolf Packs; composed of 
rogue frigates and other human detritus, blockad- 

ed whole systems, holding their people for ransom, 
Other, more insane or reckless pirates, chased con- 
voys and transports for many light-years, just for the 
thrill ofthe hunt. ft was said this Age of Strife was a 
veritable paradise for the impious and the riminal, 


“Throughout this period, there were several genet 


al vatieties of raiding forces operating at any given 
time across the galaxy, which ye shall detail here. 
Of course, these categories are by no means exclu- 


sive, Such i the rag tag nature of pirate and rav 


ers fleets, that offen they are composed of mixtures 
‘of several diferent kinds of raider, each sharing 
the similar goals of savagery, plunder and profit, 


= <<; 
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[)) Rogue Frigate captains, disgruntled former merchants, 
‘political dissidents turned profiteering privateers and 

| just plain pirates. These are not a new phenomenon, 
‘and were certainly present throughout the 41st 
millennium, as well as the Sis, Yet, twas the seale 


‘of these piratical groups which increased across the 
Second Age of Strife. They became bolder and more 
‘vicious, picking off larger targets who, stripped of their 
protectors, were relatively easy prey for these bands of 
renegades. 


Sometimes these packs of predators and scavengers 

|. Would be founded by dissident ex-navy personnel 

7 oaher times they would be formed by ambitious local 

‘ime lords, who, through bribery, murder and betray 

al managed to gain enough power and esources to 

| commande, oF comission to be built for them, sev 

(> eral staships. These would be outfitted with whatever 
_Sreapons and ie they could cronge, be they met 

{© cenary scum, thieves, or murderers, and from simple 

9} mise pods and projectile cannons, to stolen plasma 
batteries o lance emplacements. Such cobbled togeth- 
‘erforces would be no problem fora fully equipped 
lity let. Unfortunately, none were forthcoming to 
challenge these cowry villains 


eR BRST Ce 
"Oud promthenebaadpte Pht sare bee ee. 
flee of Captain Tstando Markus. Daring led 
transit, daring Mé2, this Dauntes-Clas Light Crise. \ 
(Captain found hirgelf lone, his Cruiser lost amis) 
‘ea ofstars. The Capt wara greedy nan, and cated 
Tite fr the fmperiim while he was within it. Nowe” 
and his crew were alone, his yreed turned to open di 

sent He used his ships substantial oflensive power, io 


terrify isolated worlds into submission, or used bis 
bloodthirsty crew to board ships, or invade particuladly 
primitive worlds, plundering them of anything of val- 

le, raping anyone they chose to, and generally being © « 
unpleasant, 


His crew were not uniformly greedy and malicious, 
though those honourable souls on board were soon! 
double-crossed or hetrayed by their more unscrupi- 
lous ship mates, Markus kept order through the prom= 
ise of bounty and rewards, and a system af violent 
meritocracy prevailed onboard. Soon, as word spread 
‘of The Shark’ (his vessel was renamed thusly) criminal 
successes, a smal following of captured vessels, from 
frigates to crudely home-built converted cargo freight- 
ts, tagged alongside the unusually powerful pirate 
vessel. In genera, his wolf pack, like most of this srt, 
‘stayed around a single system (or local ‘net of systems 
that they had vised before), not daring a isk warp 
ing off into unknown areas, 


‘The Corsairs 
“Easily the rarest form of pirate abroad inthe galaxy 
during this period, These neat-mythic forces consist 
‘of those scant few Aeldari, locked on the path ofthe 
Outcast, who lost everything. Their Craltworlds were 
either dead, or imprisoned within the Ynnead web. 
‘These outcasts found their race was gone. There would 
never, ever be any redemption for them, Thus, with 
‘great wrath and hatred, they turned upon the per- 
ceived causes oftheir misery: humanity being one of 

J them. 
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‘Ofcourse, something is killing the isolated human col- 


‘nies, and stealing supplies from anyone they 


‘The Seavenge 
_ Some pirate leet seem to consist of scratch-buil, cob 
bled together starships, bul fom ruins and wrecks, 
"bat repaired, Some say these lets are remnants ofthe 
fabled pure-Orks. However, noone takes those aims 

seriously. Everyone knew sehat happened to the 


“Thus, these vessels were not Orkish in design. Yet, 
some great cuning must have bil these crude won 
"ders; Encounters with these vessels, and their piratical 


If shtants. Every single encounter was orchestrated, pr- 
| Morimed, and carried out by mutants. These deformed 
el hideous creatures, hiding thei hurape, best tails 
wasting limbs beneath thick robes and cures 
lr equpment, boarded vulnerable vest using 
>, stu guns and other homemade weapons, 
i whatever they needed 


simply called themselves ‘the Scavenge! Iti 
thal these disparate fleets, operating nearby 
system, inthe Segmentum, barat 


eee pie 


Vaid hawt be ti Oa byes 
‘captured industrial world. Legends tell f the Seav 
‘get young boy, cursed by # dreadful wasting aflic~ 
tion, making him feeble and ugly The young boy was) 
diven into the underbive of his world, by the hateful © 
‘normals of society. 

y 


He found a loving family amongst the mutant slave. 
population of the world, who were all hunched, twisted © 
‘monsters, but who loved him as one oftheir own. This 
boy was, by any accounts, a savant and genius, of the 
‘most dangerous variety. He was an innovator. He sw 
ly became leader ofthe underground mutant coven, 
and got them to steal machinery from the surface, to. 
bring to him, They did so, and in the dark, he began to | 
create, ‘. 


No one knows the end ofthe tale, but soon after, the 
Scavenge became a notoriously dangerous pirate fac~ 
tion, using whatever machinery they could to devise 
‘ever more ingenious and lethal technologies. 


SEGTION IX: 
THE UNSEEN WARS 
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Espionage, assassinations and spying missions became 
far more common than in any period previously. Many 
‘mundane spies, from millions of worlds, sauntered 
undetected upon rival enemy soil, watching, interfered 
and occasionally, murdering. All to advance the agen- 

das oftheir individual employers 


‘Ofcourse, like a viper amongst grs-snakes, these el- 
atively harmless snoops were far from the only unseen 
forces, plying their deadly and deceitful trades across 


|e harsh gala. 


v4 
\ On the dark day of the Emperors death, survivor’ 
claim a series of most mysterious events occurred. I 
‘yas claimed that the Custodians were abroad in Terras 
{ecient a gen 
‘Arbites patrols which challenged them were instantly 
‘swatted aside. Valdor himself le the march, his eyes 
{aflame with sorrow, mixed with mute fury. Nobody 
«Knew why they moved through the ety, until they 
entered the grounds of the Assassinorum temples. 
Supposedly hidden from all, the custodies found it 
instantly, and, with geeat fury, they battered down the 
dloors. Upon doing so. they found each and every tem- 
* pleempty. Well, not quite empty The Grand Master, 
(_y Sbiouly expecting suet, ad llamo thousand 
_Eversor Assassins behind. The battle was fierce and. 
{Thrutal Many Custodes died as did Eversor, Eventually 
| he tg spilled ut nto the pigrin choked tres 
though only fe hundred Everio were they 
sed the selling crowds to their advantage, attacking 
the golden giants while bogged down amongst millions 
Yor terrified, sereaming pilgrims. However, the Custo- 
+ with great wrath and fury, slew all the Eversars, 
blew up all around, collapsing buildings and 
toads, as thousands of men and women sud~ 
lied in these biological detonations. 


| of returning wo the pale these apparel -he- 
istodles requisitioned transports, and made all 


Ears peace 
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‘petnuaiingthe words bsdluone 


By the time various Inquisitors had managed to wrant 
gle large enough force of Imperial Guard, Terran”) 
PDF bio-supermen, Imperial Fists, and Arbites, and 
charged into the palace to defend the now-defenceles 
Emperor. However, it was to late The throne had 

failed, The Emperor was dead, and a tie of pure warp 
{sh nightmares was pouring forth. The Inquisitors and. 
Fists tried their best, but soon the entire palace was 
‘overrun, and soon after, the whole world 


‘Though the rest ofthe Fists off world (who we will 
discuss later) never saw the battle, it was Said the last) 
livingbe ings on Terra were the Imperial Fists, who, 
fought the thick tide of daemons, until the twisted. 
daemon flesh literally buried them, and even then, 
beneath the seething tide of ith, rumbling detonations 
signaled the Fists stl lived below, atleast for afew 

defiant hours after being overwhelmed. 


“These witness accounts rae serious questions. Why 

did the custodians flee? Or were they ordered t? Its, 

‘what had the Emperor seen? Why did the Custodes as 

saul the Assassin Temples so viciously? Where was the 

Grand Master and his disciples? And, most important- 

|y, hat happened to the Emperor? 

‘ofthese questions, only afew have potential answers. 

“The question ofthe Assasinoruma sone such question, 

‘The Oificio seemed to vanish in the irs ive ft 

years of MA2, However eventually, brie glimpses af 

black-gatbed beings cropped up, across every ied 

‘um, from the western Chaos Imperium, tothe ash 

{elds ofthe leperiam ofthe White Eyed Devil.» > 
= 

Some were obviously rogue assassins, randomly 

striking at centres of government, because they had na 

‘orders, and had no idea howto integrate into normal 

Society These twisted delusional beings believed that 

the natural stat ofall of planets wast haveno, <2) © 

Governors or Olicials They had been raised since — 

childhood ta believe that slaying these targets was 

height of piety. Hence, since governors were the 

‘omimon lange in their past ives these ebillke 

rogues continued to slay the governors of thee 

In one extreme case, one Callidus assassin was 

tohave killed every Governor ofthe Industrial Wo 

Gos, for ey year Evry te replacement igi 
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the ttle, the delusional assassin, believing all governors 
tobe wrong, killed each and every one, each time int 
dllferent way and ina different guise, Eventually, the 
‘desperate government of the world hired Demsiueg 
‘mercenaries, to scan for polymorph traces. The trail 
Jed to a run down hab district, Ta be sure of execution, 
the whole hab complex was burned down, The attacks 
sopped. 


Of course, others seemed to be much more sinisterly 
organised, Strategic targets were struck. Merchants 
were killed, or their families intimidated. These scared 
‘groups of traders and petty profiteers often ended up 
allying together for protection, and used their resoure 
és twhire forces fram various Imperiums to protect 
them from assassins, This led, in some remote regions, 
i Imperiums beginning to offer conditional non-ag 
_gression pacts with each other, OF cours, these were 
very fragile things, and often fell apart at the slightest 
Provocation. However it showed that the Assassins, 
‘perhaps consciously or intentionally, were trying to 
ikit the Imperium back together. Not thatthe petty 
warlords appreciated this, as any eaplured assassins 
were tortured, interrogated, and burned alive. Those 


Callidus, Vindicare, and Coleus assassins caught would 
nly say one word to their captors, belare being exe- 
cuted: “Heracles 


In contrast, throughout the 51st Millennium, a ithe 
constant brutality, wars and general paranoia did not 


‘hake the period miserable enougl 
‘of the dreaded Alpha Legion began to spring up once 


several factions: 


more, Of course, no marines were ever actully seen, 
‘only the crude painted Hydra symbols left at the scenes 
of carnage they left in theie wake. Bombs were planted, 
pro-alliance officials butchered or brutally maimed, Ip 
some cases, important defensive secrets of several I 
periums were sold by mysterious Alpha Legion spies, 

to rival Imperiums ar Xenos empires, who promplly 
used this knowledge to then destroy ther foes, out of 
nothing more than bloody-minded spite. 


Everywhere alliances were induced by the Officio As. 
sassinorum, so they were shattered by the even more 
mysterious Alpha Legion’ agents, 


No one truly knows how many Alpha L 
died during the frst thousand years of the M42, but 
most agree, very few survived the Ni 
Thus, the remaining Alpha Legion became fa, far 

more devious. Legion cells were so excellently hidden, 


sy Devourer, 


they werenit uncovered until the bombs or whatever 
atack planned, went off. tis suspected many oftheir 
servants are not even Astartes, and work amongst the 
other citizens ofthe galaxy, sowing discord discreetly 


However it was clear the two organisations assassin 
and Alpha Legion, were at yar. Sometimes this was 
political, sometimes it became direct, with brutally 
{quiet street brawls and backstreet executions being the 


rain battleground betwiat the two forces Both sides 
had litle idea of what the purpose of the war was, but 
fn general, the war was kept as a secret, hidden war. 
‘The unseen war, fought beneath the feet of humanity 
[As war aged between vast armies and squalid empires, 
40 too did each set of spies and assassins try to out 
smart or outmaneuver the other. Due tothe secrecy of 
the conflict, lite is known about either side. 


tis known that several rabed marines may be con- 
nected tothe Alpha Legion, ane going by the tile the 
Voice-Answered: a mysterious fellow, wielding two pis: 
tols, but no other weapons. Once it was said he wield 
‘eda sword, but evidently no longer. 


‘Ofcourse, this war of subterfuge and murder, was not 
4& simple asa mere fight between Assassin and Terror: 
Ist Sever 

‘of mysterious beings was known to be in contact with 
both sides, and engaged in a strange covert war of their 


‘other factions muddied the waters, A Cabal 


‘own, The mythical bendies became more prevalent, in 
particular onboard Adeptus Mechanicus vessels, often 
murdering suspected Dragon: 


Cultists and 


Clanists in 
their beds, and dragging them olf into the darkest. 
“These strange beings were in constant contact with the 
Cabal, and the Assassins (itis claimed). Unforgiv 
‘en, the last few hundred surviving Dark Angels and 
successors, fought guerrilla wars against any suspected 
Legion or chaos strongholds across the galaxy, their 
‘numbers too small and too scattered now to fight 

7) traescale wars tis known they in particular hated the 
hooded marines aiding the Legion, and often made 

(> special effort in seeking out these marines, and killing 

them painfully Teion and his grey cloaks’ were almost 

‘lk heroes amongst Post-Imperial citizens across the 


south eastern Ultima Segmentum. They came toa 


eworld, unseen, and destroyed corrupt rulers or erimi- 

alhatefl villains befor disappearing into the Void 
fe tore Some caimed them to bea myth, to cover 

I te racks of unruly peasants, bat some sutpeted 

| Yiferwise. Thus, we can see the golaxy churned with 

(Ysa cos every warld at very level. No oie was fe 
in te bone: craig agony ofliving in the Second 
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SEGTION X: 
THE NEW DEVOURER 
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“Many were the attempts by & ane Inquisitor Krypt 
‘mann, to slay the foul swarm, which flooded from 
beyondbthe void betwixt galaxies. Viruses, ire storms, 
plague bombs, exterminatus. All these devious and 
hateful ploysbfailed. The beast was too adaptive, oo 
fiercely unstoppable. At last, inthe closing decades of 
the forty first millennium, that he employed his final, 
lasting gambit, 


the Tyranids, hat great plague, was turned towards 
the only race in the yalany as hopelesly virulent as 
themselves the Orks. Genestealers were seeded upon 
the surfaces ofthe Octavian Overfiends many worlds, 
|) drawing the Great Devourer, lke a moth to a blazing 
\urnace, ‘The war was unsinkable, As the Tyranids 
Wooded the worlds with warriors, the Orks fought all 
| the fierer, growing steonger inthe crucible of war, and 
drawing more of their number to them, via the unseen 
psychic force all rks shared. As the numbers swelled, 
the Tyranids feasted upon this superior biomass, and 


Bee) des drove the other io ever greater leat, and ever ine 

; 4 ‘feasing numbers. The worlds of the Octavius became 

BP ined has ork sponet and machinery coiling around 
and conipeting, with vas spite of bone snd chitin, 

| “and creping vines of emi-organic malice As the 


"| death mounted the bodies costed the world, expand 
“ng the vast surface of each to unprecedented size. 
se tes prance of oman Soe 
and structures, but even the collapsing boulder fields 
“Siwere knitted together by sin tendrils, and warring 
"machinery. Roks and hulks warped in from actoss the 
ysl accompanied by Het of counties Oks 
us 
eel rec ings gael being 
niverse, Orkcheld worlds acros the yalanysud- 
~ denly began to depopulate, as almost every orkoid in 
existence, ploughed Into the churning malssom of 
thadetaviue Empire, The Imperium and ther aliens 
cinta these yacant worlds, and it seemed as if 
sp the Imperium was not doomed afterall, 


vain hope was misplaced, For, as Tyranid and 
together in this wa, 
4 


SORENESS C% 


Sd RA PEGE RG 
PRA RE 

panera ED ON 

trike Seen eee 
on caer 

Pe Ae oe 

pes in the epic, never endiig war. ¥ 


[Nobody knows for suze when it came about, but the 
New Devourer was swift o action. It crafed a species, 
‘borne of Tyranid and Ork, but truly of neither, which 
turned upon the Orks and Tyranids, stripping them of 


their biomass, to create their own hive-wanagh. The 
creatures created seemed to be musculat, large and 


covered in foul appendages and weapons. Hive shi 
coated in orkoid machinery, fused with orkish biology), 
and merged with Tyranid hyper evolution and bio- 
‘morphs, spread from the Octavius system, The Oxks 
ete outmatched by this new force. The New Devour- 
cers troops were vast things taller than almost all Orks, 
faster than all Orks, The spore reproduction ofthe 
‘Orks was subverted, and these monsters reproduced 
ata scarily swift race, with monsters sprouting up 

{from the ground, within hours of being seeded from 
cach New Devourer beast Each beast could produce 8 
thousand oflspring within a day, each battle eady on. 
that same day. The regenerative ability of Tyranidsand 
‘Orks was also heightened and twisted beyond comp 
hhension, until wounds were healing, even before the 
blade or weapon causing the wound have even fnishe 
‘wounding the fends. They could not be killed, they 
ould not be stopped. The inherent Orkoid knowl 

‘of technology allowed them to merge technology wit 
biotechnology, creating semi-mechanical monsters be. 
yond the wildest nightmares of even the most mental. = 
‘of Mekboy' on 
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4 
Similarly the‘Tyranids could not defeat the New Des) 
source Even when a Hive let devoured specimens 

‘of the New Devourer, the hive vessel which absorbed 
the biomass, would become cormpted bythe New > 
DDevourer and become pat of his burgeoning new 

terror payee web The hive mind, ike a bear pul 
sts pave rom the fire, withdrew is surviving lets 
the milky way. The vast majority of the Trani 
beyond the galaxy. However on some level, thet 
consciousnes ofthe Hive mind realted it could 
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BP ght he New Devourer However, vs known that 


the orks hated this fo, calling thems “Cheetaz!" and 
"“prrid grow Lada" In contrast, the New Devourer had 
"ho language for their foe, beyond the endless, piercing 
bellow of the Hyper-fiends (the most commonly seen 
{gotsoldier beast ofthe New Devourer). The Orks, 
hhovling and defiant, died almost to a Ork. 


ra 
i ‘Only one Wanaggghhh seemed to survive the on- 
Beda ted by an Ove wi ber wound hea 
~ It elaimed it had heard Wasaghrae Gharr a being the 
“Werbons claimed was ‘da dad of Gork and Mork: This 
(WV apparent god, told the Orkleader to kick his way into 
he pny Acari ‘Web-plac’and wait ‘for ‘moar 
+ lintracshans: Nobody knows what happened to this 
sagen 


‘Oreos, the New Devourer didnot stop with the 
Roi rth he ev couclsf h orty second 
illennium, this foul plague swept across the entire 


were salted aside. Space marine chapters were 
loved whole, by titanic fleets of biomechanical hive 
ships. Atleast half ofthe Acldai craft worlds were >) 
crushed and sucked dry, their eels, their memories, 

their hopes all quashed. Entizealien civilisations were, 
‘eaten oF torn apart, and millions of worlds were utterly, 
utterly purged, It was estimated that almost halfof all» 

life im the galasy died in those few hundred years, 


‘The only defence agnnst the New Devoures was tafe, 
itor dodge it, The only thing t didnot do betir than 

the tyranids, was the shadow in the warp, It didn't have.) 
‘one. Worlds got plenty of warning and fets could 
indeed mobilise quickly enough. Though it was easy to 
evade, it wns nevertheless unstoppable. Indeed, the 
history ofthe second Age of Strife may have ended 

there ifsomething beyond our galaxy hadnt distract 

ced the New Devourer. Something was happening, ft 

from the milky way and the New Devourers keen 

psychic sense detected it. Something shifted, deep in 

the beyond. The New Devoure let the galaxy entire: 


ly within the pace of thice yeas leaving nothing of 
themselves behind. They went to fight stnething.. 
rater Something. diferent. Again, whatever it 

was or is, isa complete mystery to the denizens of thig™ 
‘galaxy: The only clue came from an astrologer, living) 
within the Ophelian Imperium, She turned her eye 
lenses towards the distant gala, nicsinmed Arclpg 
Voth, erhe athe, Ste noted how daw even Sp 
she watched, the light ofthat galaxy went dims. As of. 
‘yet, no scholar, from any race, can explain this. In fact 
most do not wish to. A. 


(Ofcourse, what they fought eeevant to us, becuse 

it simply meant that the Galaxy, once more, ha just 

managed to survive total annitlation, this post- dey" 

‘ourer galaxy though a we can see fom previous se6oo._ 

ie ekg al 

salaxy became a festering wound of civ war, bel 

‘ute, genocide, inorasce and hatred, Ierised ly @ 

Uo cause misery an every tc made ety ote a 

suffer Life was horrendotly horricin thos neh 90) 

Bt at eas it was indeed ie. na universe as rte 

thisome, one mst be thankful for small mercies > 
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SEGTION XI: 
THE LAST BASTION: TITAN 


‘When Terra fll, spewing warp siufPand Corrupted 
fleets of pilgrims out from it in all directions, many 
‘worlds were unprepared, Luna was suddenly struck 
bby millions upon millions of wild-eyed maniacs, who 
crashed their very captured transports into the Luna 
fortress, which was unprepared for an attack from 


“Terta ise 


[Many of the other Imperial emplacements, built upon 
asteroids and various other celestial bodies within the 
solar system, were overwhelmed by the insane scream- 
ing daemons, which invaded the vox traffic of the 
entice Solar system. These facilities collapsed, as thelr 
rnow-insane human workers and rulers opened air- 
Jocks, ruptured plasma drives, and generally fought 
‘each other with broken, bloodied nails, and improvised 
‘eudgels 


Hevan Forris, the Ramillies clas star fort orbiting Sed. 
‘a, plunged into the icy planetoid, killing everyone on 
the planet and the fortress 


Desperate flets of evacuated officials and dignitaries 
‘escaped on requisitioned transports and embattled 
tnoop transports and grain-ships. The Ecclesiarch, 
flanked by an entire Lesser Order of Sisters of Battle, 
captured the Cruiser Lestat, for himself and his near- 
‘est clergy; before his new vessel led the retreat out of 


“Tera leading over ahundied thousand ag iagshipe’ gV 
from the cradle of mankind, A single Imperial Fists 
‘Thunderhawk was said to have escaped too, docking 
with a fleeing bulk freighter. The Astartes aboard had! 
been given a simple order by their Captain, which they 
Were to told to reiterate to any and all Imperial fists 

and fists successors then could find. The message was 


simple: dig in, 


‘While all Solar turned to insanity, the Grey Knights 
took a diferent path, They instantly as soon as Ter 

+ fall, shut off all vox transmissions, and refused to 
respond to any hails, believing that the daemons could. 
infest Titan even through electrical signals. The vast 
wave of psychic madness, that pulsed from Terra in 
sickening waves, rebounded from Titan, ike water 
‘breaking around an ocean bulwatk. This precious san 
ity allowed the vast number of human personnel living 
upon Titan, to organise defence against the marauding, 
insane former pilgrims, who threw themselves upon 
any worlds they could find. Their ships were blasted 
fom the sky systematically, by the vast automatic guns 
‘of Titan, Ancient weapons, deep beneath the surface, 
bubbled upwards from the methane lakes of tita 
shooting down anything that the psychie Grey 
believed was corrupted. 


Titan's orbit, it too was nearly shot down by Titans 
deadly defences, even the ancient Cassini device, the 
‘vas spidery construct that it was, powered up is utter- 
ly lethal plasma lance, and trained it upon the wayward 
vessel 


‘The Grey Knights of course ordered them all stand 
down, when the two Grand masters present upon the 
moon detected the golden, perfect light ofthe Adeptus 
‘). Gastodes aboard the vessel. Once the Custodes were 
safely landed upon the freezing planetoi, the chief 
(Castodian marched directly to the central fortess of 
“Titan, and demanded to speak with the Grand Masters 
|, in private. The meeting lasted for several days. Nobody 
7) Phenows hat was sald between the two forces Secrets 
‘were exchanged between the two ancient organisa- 
|\ tons, secrets accuraulated by both institutions over the 
| course of many millennia of service, and plans were 
(> drawn up. Eventually they emerged, and the defence 
could begin in earnest. 
v4 
Fortunately for Titan, the Inguistarial forces around 
the fest of Saturn and Jupiter's moons, bad also man- 
_f aged to somehow avotd annibilation, and they flocked 
to the most defensible world Titan isl. The Inguis 
1 tors met withthe Custodes and Astartes leadership, 
-and they agreed on methods of defence. Vast galeries 
benéath Titan, were cleared of ancient relies, devotion- 
" alarefacts and tapestries, and the Inquisitors brought 
allthe fusion powered lamps and artificial lighting they 
‘ould muster rom their own bases, and installed them 
| as quickly as posible. The Ordo Xenos brought with 
+ thet cultures for rapid plant and microbial growth, 
dani special species of flora, which could survive om 
‘heat and light alone, and under the heavy lights, they 
|} lere implanted int these vast multiple mil long 
ls, which soon began ta sethe with succulent, 
|) Me sestaining material 
essing 
; 


| “Gthe Ordo Hereticus that remained around the So- 
Bia? aster, brought with thera al thet peychopatlic 
io hind powerful ant!-payker energies. 
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sand devices they coud ull rom the besieged 
ruins. The entire fist edition ofthe Grimoire of tue >) 
znames was brought to Titan, bound in heavy chains, © 
and carried by a veritable army of loyal cultists, sch 

was ts vast size. There it was safly stored within the 
central bastion, under heavy guard. Every name of 
‘every daemon thus far encountered by the Imperium, 
vas stored within that most mighty of tomes. 


“The devotional and holy relics, cleared from the uidéra 
round aren, were placed into the upper halle. It wat 
tid one could not tur their head, without seeing) 
‘beautiful image ofthe Emperor or great gilded statue) 
hich glimmered with paychic resonance, ? 


Battlefield engineers, and the scant few Techpriets On 

Titan, began to plan and devise the extra fortification 

of Titan, Bunker construction instructions, cultivated 

from Cadia and other such heavily fortified worlds, 

were taken out and implemented, Overlapping avenues 

fire and perfectly positioned bunkers and tench, 

works, were bored into the surface of Titan, by the 

countless millions of tolling humans and Astartes upon 

the world. Several Imperial Fist Deathwatch, under the 

instructions ofthe Ordo Xenos Inquisitor, advised 

and helped with the fortifications, ensuring they were») 

inipregnable and immortal. ry 
A 


Soon these defence were put tothe tet A vist gleater®s) 
daemon, Valchacht the Maker, led vast singe of dag_ 
mons fom the daernon world of Tere: Huge dae 
engines and vessels were bull fom the mutated aide? 
sel-sentient ins of Teta, Ships made fos) 
toncyand fllen fragments of Old Terra, were fused 
together by daemonfesh, which formed unnatural 4 
ribs, tentacles and snouts, which pulsed and writhed. 
throughout the dactuonic strctives These ri-shifgs 
were alive with demonic hatred and crawled with 

bulions of demonic beasts, which seated through the, 
ctfice-ik pasayes ofthe veseelie 


“The let spre across the Solar Syatem, killing al 
those humans who evaded initial extermination u 
‘until then, Eventually, only Tian remained. The a 
of psychic defence around Titan was immense, 

shone, asin imitation afthe now-estinet Asso 
‘con itself: Daemon vessels howled as they entered Ki 
Abalo of unseen magica wards anal psyehichatrers> DS 
at LE Aye 


the daemon princes powering their central cores were 
syeakened so much, they were banished from reality 
‘almost instantly. OF cours, the majority were far too 
‘powerful to simply die, and they barreled through 
regardless. Many more ofthe weakened daemon ships 
‘were destroyed by the ancient Cassini device and the 
bother defence satellites, that blasted heir ruins to ash, 
under the barrage of lasers and blinding lashes of the 
deadly plasma lance ofthe Cassini, which shimmered 
||. from the device's vast hyperbolic mirror projector, 
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“et all, many ofthe demoniclly possessed structures 
‘managed to evade destruction, and entered the dense 
Grange atmosphere of Titan, The defence lasers and 
) Patonic rail guns of Titan, spewed death into the hateful 
‘eats. Nevertheless, the beasts were not of mortal 
spatter and the ruined vessels crashed, allowing their 
demonic cargo to drag themselves from the wreck- 
A age, and lood towards the tout defenders. The holy 
\ X ground of Titan burned the daemons, as they swarmed 
“> acfoss the hallowed lands. The human defenders were 
‘embattled, and many ofthem died, torn apart or 
thumed bythe abhorrent monstrosities, which howled 
and sereamed in delight and agony. However, ever sin 
ie defender of Tian wielded blessed weapons, anoint- 
el an thrice blessed with holy oils and wards glinting 
_ wit biliant holy sheen, Lasguns spat death, the 
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light, which poured from the defenders themselves 
‘heblazing faaceof insane pity produced bythe 
defender filled the daemons with agony and vaporiss 
ing pin. ‘The hinans of titan belived they were the © 
last mans ill the univers. They would NOT diego 
they cursed with ther uprated vies, ut thei ung 
were raw and bloody They didnot fea, bt instead, 
promised themselves to thelr own God. They must sit 
‘ive, and they would not be dsttoyed by this ith. 


“The Grey Knights, their blades blazing with white 
angel:igh, waded amongst the daemons, hacking 

down the corrupt horrors with every sing of thee 
blested glaives. The Golden Custodian joined in b 
wth thei iver counterparts, The costdiins fought "2 
wth the fury of madmen, tears steamsng in their eye, 
a they screamed in griefturned-o-hatred, The ciel. « 
‘usta himsel, engaged in bt with Valehocht 

sell Te tani daemon was as large as tan, formed 
from the fased hulls of hundred dreadnoughis a 
thousand tanks, and many thousands of cadaver, ll 
animated bythe beasts dead wil In plceof 

fac, a terrible blasphemy’ Wis perpetrated. The husk of 
the Emperor the dred ot, dead us, was fuse with 
the daemon king, Of cours, nothing ofthe Empe 

or resided within the corpse now, but the heresy was, 
beyond comprehension 


; Peer 
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) overeding his conscious mind, He surged forwards, 
backing aside everything in hs vn. and engaged in 

epi conflict withthe abhorrence tha wore the Em- 

i pet's face. The Cusodian, mbunting the countless 
bodies ofthe bate, scaled the daemon, battling every 
tendrl every talon, which itswung at him, He was a 
bi of golden light hacking and slashing with furious 
abaidon. 


|. ‘The battle lasted three full days, as more and more 

| Castodes and Grey Knights drew themselves towards 
the conflict. Silver armoured Grey Knights pumped 
{allons of blessed promethium onto the horrific co- 

| ossus, as others charged its giant legs, hacking chunks 

from the monster with furious, frenzied hacks with 
theic glaives, before pumping bolter rounds into the 
wounds 


The custodians joined them, stabbing and shooting, 
_ateverything they could se of the horror. And, from 
© deep bencath Tita surface, ten datk gues joined 
a, the chniflict, unseen by their colleagues. 


‘Avthe height of the batile, the Chief Custodian was 
devoured whole, the vast jaws ofthe Greater Daemon 
1 opening to engulf him, even as he roared defiance. The 
-hattle drew on for another day, as every spare defender 
turned their weapons upon the abomination, Brother 
Captain Stern, wielding his force sword in two hands, 
‘managed to hack the Emperors shriveled corpse free of 
the daemon, and it was borne away by sobbing priests 
and hissing, angry Inquisitor 


{ 


re 
Sop the seventh day; the daemon shuddered, and then 
V collapsed, dead and banished. The defenders were baf- 
ed by this, ota ew hours ater the Chief Casta 
Cui he way free Drenched in black daemon blood, 
End il his armour buckled and broken he raised his 
Din had, fom which dangled the purd heart of the 
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tOharm, maim and slaughter their ancient foes. The 
jons were just as driven as the defenders. Ifthey 
‘ould destroy Titan, they need never fear banishment 


ever again, 
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‘ne corner of titan, «group of Terminators began 
to sing their tans of hate, their holy btlebymn,. 
which would unleash thee faith in one grand torrent") 
However, the mundane humans, and the Custodes, © 
and even the inguisitors, began to join in, even as the, 
battle dragged on. They did not, however, unleash) 
their furious wrath upon completing the hymn, but, 
instead merely began to chant and eepeat over and” 
over, Through word of mouth and overhearing, the) 
thymn passed across all of Titan, nti twas a if the 

whole world was chanting the ltanies as one, Tho 
the words were goten wrong by many ofthe distant 
‘humans, the feeling was the same all over: Titan was) 
theirs, and no others. The whole word seemed incans 
descent, glowing with brilliant whit light, uni after 

4 fll day of chanting, the psychic holocaust of Titan 

was unleashed It pulsed once,a single wave of psychic 
sagnificence, which rippled across all Titan, and out 

into the space beyond Tita orbit For a brie instance, 
itwas si Solar had gained a smaller twin of itself, os 

all Titan fickered once, with ths biliant ight, before 

it eventually faded to nothing once more. 


“Thus ended the first siege of Titan. 


“The defenders dug in again, and for another hundred 
years, the fought off further daemonic attacks, une) 
they stopped entirely, on the dawn of the forty thinly "y° 
allen, This was because ofthe great beast, which: 
thas arisen on the red planet. The Void Dragon's Necron ® ) 
Fleets, and corrupted Mechanicum Vessel, urged 
from Mars, securing al ofthe solar system bar Teri 

‘and, inevitably, Titan, a 


‘Over the years, Titat had beconie almost intolerable tos 
live upén, The trent ich gel fotied fot 
calhues of mulch appli bythe Ordo Xende, aba 
hires past was often sagan, or otherwise ahh ae 
rationed, The hana forces pon Ti, oust loyal 
adil they ba ever een beg ance 
16 ther own moftal aie, Diseases were commod,| 
A 


and the only defenders that seemed enue to 
totand degradation were the Custodes and the G 
Knights. They gave the dfendershope. No matter 
horrors af existence, humanity would survive tr 
the benevolent watch ofthe immortals, The Custad 
des wasted no time, nd bound the Eriper' 
corpac in scented bandayee and slit and other Ea 
“Upon his face, oe fea Emperor’ 
aati 
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i<S-< “we age 
Rafat kieran ta 
tte mess of rea fae and the remaining Fragments 
fis old armour were placed upon him. A perfect 
golden throne was bul for the corpse, and placed in 
pli sght, upon the very hight ramparts ofthe cen- 
tra bastion ava symbol offumanity’ wil t-survive, 
and wil to remake ther god, for as long as they Lived, 
the Emperor could never de 


1k yas in 666.M43, that the Void Dragon's armies af 
J. Necrons and deluded Dragon Culst assaulted Titan 
{for the first ime. The advanced lets ofthe Machine 
‘God ascendant, battled the extensive orbital defences 
“or Titan fora fll three weeks, eventually smashing and 
“destroying each of the staships, orbital gan platforms, 
and star forts, which obited the freezing moon. Even 
the great Cassini a device said to have been wrought 
| by thefrst-era humans, long before even the gold- 
| enage, fll, blown apart by the lethal energies of the 
\ Diacalyr-Class tomb ships, the largest kindof tomb 
hip ever made by the Dragon. The heavily armoured 
© defence guns, however, could not be overcome by mere 
Aietal wor. They were to well defended, even for the 
tomb ships 


‘The corrupted Mechanicus vessels, eager to curry 
favour with their God, unleashed the most dread 
- weapon the Imperium could ever deploy: extermina- 
tus, Thus, the vast bombs filled withthe black clouds 
"of the life eater virus, fell upon the planetoid. However, 
the Mechanicus, in thei naive arrogance, forgot who 
tad designed Titans defences. The Emperor's Ingust- 
9) Gots had been employing exterminatus upon countless 
world for well over ten thousand years. In that time, 
‘ofcourse they had devised means to defeat it, inthe 
event of vial assault upon Inquisitoril worlds. As 
“Sooo telling oul of dea bean tal 
Jers the endless iench sytem of Titan, great vents 
F gréubd open, across the enire surface of Titan, These 
$bvies nicked the heinous fog of uo-fe down massive 
|\ “underground vents, drawing the vile substance, like 
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mixture into the blazing core of Titan itself, burn 
ig the virus into damnation, 


} refused to be poisoned, lke a pety political rival 
igh Lord Ths ya aio word and it would 
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‘The Dragon determined that, since he should not fae”) 
‘Titan, none would ever lave it Every ship upon Titan 
was destroyed, and every spaceport or even funveiys | 
ras blasted with azure energies, unt they were naught 
but molten sg 


“The Dragon prepared to unleash apocalypse upon the 
trapped Titan. However, fortune came from a strange 
place. Abaddon, by chance, had plunged into the Solar 
System, and had encountered the void dragon, Thus, 
the war which ensued, saved Titan fom a cowardly 
‘murder by the Dragon. Of course, the wars against the: 
Neerons never stopped, but never again did the Drag. 
‘on contemplate blowing titan o pieces, He had greater 

fy a 
‘While they had survived, Titans allant and unbreak-"@) 
able defenders stl sulfered. The toxic Furnes of wan, 
‘combined with the increasingly less nourishing lral 
‘matter beneath the surface and the punishing wars = 
‘against abominations, took ther tll upon the hunsan 
defenders. Almost all of the mundane defenders of 1 
“Titan were dead within a year, leaving only the Grey 
Knights and Custodes, alone and lonely, upon thei. 
small adammantine sphere of unbreakable strength. 
“They carefully buried each and every mundane hus 
‘making their tombs each as grand as possible. The > 
‘Chaplains of the Grey Knights, canonised every sing! 
fs human. fom nant old woman, fo a, 
‘boy: to vibrant, pious girls, each fe miserably shor 
“The Grey Knights memorised every face every n 
‘carving them into thei flesh with the morbid det 
‘ation they always dd everything 
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SEGTION Xil: 

WARRIORS OF FORTUNE: 
MERGENARIES IN THE SECOND 
AGE OF STRIFE 
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sole benefactors of the anarchy inllcted upon the 
‘galaxy in the wake of the twin traumas of being nearly 
slaughtered wholesale by the New Devourer, and 
losing the Emperor's guiding light, Hired guns, and 
soldiers forsale preyed upon the misery ofthe galaxy, 
like vultures picking atthe black, distended eyes of 
‘waterlogged corpse. Itis an inevitable part of any way 
‘or conllict, that these callous, dead eyed pragmatist, 

| would seek to make a swift profit from the anarchy, 
‘And, throughout the ten thousand years of Strife, these 
mercenary groups and factions found themselves with 
‘eager market for their services, 


Thus, these forces, loyal to nothing but profit, were a 
‘common sight across the entire breadth ofthe galaxy. 


|The Serf-soldiery of Krieg 
(> Krieg, a planet of barren toxic deserts and choked, 
“gnurderous skies, ound itself in a terible predicament 
during the initial stages ofthe period. The planet 
‘produced no food produce, had very litle industry 
that was not blasted to ruins, or in a permanent state of 
{pine tenes ues om 
the wider Imperium, and a vast population of soldiers, 
who could not be used for other purposes on their 
world, ic would seem Krieg verged on extinction, 


However the problem of a0 mich soldiery would soon 
become a peculiar advantage tothe beleaguered Krieg 
| “The Planctary Governor of krieg opened 
| communications witha nearby semi-forge/industrial 
Worl, Cocentsing which happened to bein contact 
ee ieee 0 
> "This trad of worlds, each within afew short warp 
\ sransits of each othce (each transit anly taking afew 
“V onths), hatched a plan to save themselves and their 
1 rec neighbours 


; 
: 
: 


ie 
+ Kveg would instigate the previous forbidden 
{alse-worb procedure, creating ever more saliers, 
ever hore quickly. These men and women matured 
“wily and from the age of ane, they began to be 
ane in wa, acros the vast wastelands of Krieg, 
a) 
Krieg Marines were equipped by Cocentrine, 
) red reg nltnbers ernie a 
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Jackets: belineie afullery, ahd ev 
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ther bated equipment (ike shoves), and 
exported these o Krieg, where the soldiers were 
sulted fr wa 


Cocentrine also exported more productive agricultural 
tools and luxuries, to Omega-Hex, which in turn, 
‘exported numerous food stuffs to both the industrial 
world complex, and to Krieg, in order to feed her 
populace, OF course, these imports were not sullicient 
to feed both Krieg’ civilian populace, and the massive | | 
‘numbers of soldiers, Thus, the genius of Krieg’ 

‘governor, Viktor Van Conenburg, eam into play 

‘The massive numbers of highly trained, determined 

and elficient soldiers of Krieg, were converted to a new 
purpose. The Death Korps af Krieg became the Serf 
Soldiery of Krieg. Krieg soldiers were sold to any petty 
Imperium or empire (xenos or otherwise), that could 
afford them. Aflera one off payment of something 
valuable, that Cocentrine needed, the buying Empire 
could purchase varying numbers of Serf Soldiers, 
anywhere from a couple of squads, to an entie, fully 
‘equipped regiment of Kriegmarines. The Serf-soldiers, 4, 
indoctrinated at birth to believe that serfdom and 
servitude to foreign masters was the highest form 

of piety, did not question their commercialisation. 
‘Once sold to the buying empirein question, the 
triad of Krieg and its neighbours, elinguished any 
responsiblity for their soldiers, The empire that 
‘bought them has to feed them and look after theit 
‘new soldiers, at their own expense. However, they * 
‘were worth this price, as the Kreig remained, as ever, 
excellent soldiers 


i 
& 
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“Ths by M4, there were examples of Krieg romper 
fgg vases actos the eae gala. from | Cy) 
tyraieal alien yarlofs armies of cong, the ft 
mt psa agra pty nets) 
Even the Ophelian Imperium, x some poli 
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Krieg, the world of wat soon became a worldat Cue 

commercial conlict, growing wealthy and prosp. 
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‘The Kroot 
)) The Kroot a race whose biological imperative is to en= 
{counter as many diverse opponents as possible, would 
inevitably retain its mercenary traditions, regardless 
of increasing T’au pressure to stop this practice, This 
became more than just a moral iiue to the Tat, The 
bitter T'au, who had seen the older races ruin and 
despoil so many worlds, believed thatthe older races 
did not deserve the galaxy, and enslavement or coerced 
servitude was the only solution, The mere suggestion 
/\ of the Kroot actually helping their foes, was disgusting 
and abhorrent tonthem, 


‘However, the Kroot continued this process, sending 
|. out war spheres far out into the ever-more anarchie 
© galaxy. Soon, this process had to become much more 
secretive and undercover, as Tau influence expanded 
beyond and around Pech, The Kroot could not openly 
dissent, let they be brought into conflict with the Tau 
(> Binperial war machine 
¥ 
1 This; Kroot were a common sight across the galaxy 
“throughout the period, lending their services to any 
race willing to permit them to devout the slain or take 
fa shate of the plunder ofa successful rad or invasion, 


[Piet the Kroot could not hope to continue this prac- 
Hee Infinitely. Eventually, several Kroot war parties, 
retuing from a succeasul war against the Nek Re 
* public, were intercepted by T'au patrols, and destroyed. 
This sparked outrage aiongat the Kroot, and equal but 
Bo Soppante anger from the Tan high command, who si 
Wp Uihis ts evidence of Kroot dissent 
Pa 
THE34.MA5, Commander Hiawlsight, curent eade of 
Vike destward reaches ofthe Tau: Empire, mobilised an 
Pe fespddition into the Kroot-held worlds. The war ated 
bat two decades, Forbidden from exterminating the 
|) root from orbit by Ethereal decree, the Commander 
GS Was freed to engage the Kroot onthe ground, on theit 
B Stone worlds of Pech, andthe neighbouring te. 
Bs (bre irmed worlds abundant in Kroot life The Tau, 
this pit had technology almost seven cenries 
fadyance ofthe Kroot. Yet, despite this, the Kroot 
DS ight amaiterfal guerra war esauing the Tau at 
moments, before ling back nt thewilder- 
fhe Tafrited Ta fees sed ever mot de 
Tacit ia Yin attempt io engage the Krook 
jenvat The war depleted many resources on 
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“parent llughter Hac way af the Picea 
the inner Sept world, began to call for with 
from Pech Aer al they argued. were the Kroa nt“ 
intended tobe alles? Even AnsiVa became reses pO 
ver the war He didnot want his forces bogged down © 
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ay Wo conquer, ¥ 


Eventually, war broke out between the Tau and their 
allies, and the Thexian trade empire, and their own 

allies, 

inthe galactic north, Resources were needed for this << 
war, and thus Aun'Va ordered withdrawal from Pech, 
effective immediately. Thus, the Kroot survived, How- 
‘ever, what really really annoyed Commander Hawk 
sight, was that throughout the entire cnilit, the Ktoot 
mercenaries continued to operate, somehow evading 

‘Tiau patrols, No amount of contlit could prevent the 
Krool from spreading themselves throughout the 
Seqmentum, in their quest to bio diversity 


iy 


Janisar’s Fremen 
“This brutal band of mercenaries had a humble start 
deep within the Hexian Imperium, to the galactic 
north west, They were initially a shipping group, a 
private company of merchants, who had maintained 
aillet of transports. When the galaxy suddenly shat 
tered into rival groupings, they offered their services 

ta the Hexian Imperium, This was a particularly weak 
Imperium, which hadnt the military power to req- 
listion the fremen’s eargo fleet, and thus the fremen 
could charge whatever they wanted, and became rather 
wealthy. However, ue tothe lack of military protec- 
tion provided by the Hlexians, the fremen, under the 
sickening mutant CEO of the fleet-based enterprise, 
Janisr, hired soldiers to protect them from piracy and. 
aval post-Imperial shipping companies 


Eventually the fremen discovered that they could 
{et far more money from helping to ight in conics 
actoss the sectors, and perhaps even beyond. Thus, 
‘ever more former naval rigales, captured xenos crafl, 
and converted cargo ships, were purchased from di 
verse enlreprencurs 


Janisar’ fremen became infamous across adazen 2 
sectors, as brutal and cold mercenaries, loyal to nd 
‘one but themselves, They hired professional killers 
and soldiers from a wide range of backgrounds. Or 
phaned Imperial Guardsmen and stormtzoopers, 
former Rogue trader stall, now-penniless and des 
perate for work, soldiers from destroyed Imperius 
and fallen empires. Thugs, murderers and dregs 
from all across the galaxy's underworld, Bizarre xe 
ros breeds from hundreds of different worlds, All 
were permitted to join, provided they pulled their 
weight, and made the fremen a tidy profit, Their 
‘equipment was of the highest quality, bought from 
any xenos oF human empire they could buy from, 


‘They became one of the most successful of mercenaty 
brigades across the entire galaxy 


Of course, these three are but the tip af the iceberg. 
Thousands of separate bands and companies sprang up 
during this period, all hungry to get a share ofthe ua 
doubtedly lucrative trade of war. For, depressingly, in a 
universe of such misery and pain, war was the only 
consistent franchise lel, 


SEGTION Xill: 
THE WOLF LORDS 


You think-wee finished. We are th® hours! The very 
hous of the Emperor! Of Russ! You think you've won? 
Ldisagree 


Reputed vox message from the Wolf Lord Ethelred, 
from the battle barge ‘Fenriteh, before the boarding of 
the daemon vessel Horriblex. 


“The Second Age of Strife effected every chapter of 
the Angels of Death diferently. Some descended into 
despair-driven barbarity, others broke up into warring 
factions. Some, like the Imperial Fists, decided to wait 
‘out the abomination (as we shall see later on). Some 
Tost themselves in their own madness, 


“The Wolves were diferent. During the unfathomable 
{genocide of the New Devourer, the Space Wolves 
divided up into their respective companies, and were 
scattered to every corner of the Imperium, for each 
‘eat company was self-sufficient, and thus could fune- 
lion in this fractured state. Logan Grima, the Great 
Wolf during the early period, gave his wolves a simple 
message: 


‘Good hunting! Make our deeds legendary and glorious, 
Die well. my brothers. Die wel” 


‘Thus, when the Devourer vanished, and the Emper. 
‘or died, plunging the Imperium into utter chaos, the 


Space Wolves made good on their instructions: 


Each Wolf Lord of the twelve Great Company's deeds 
Were legendary. Yet, space is limited, and thus only 
some of the Wolf Lords’ exploits can be properly de 
tailed here, 


Ethelred (known as the Breaker’), feasting upon Fenris 
upon the death of the Emperor. Ths, he was the Wolf 
lord tasked with defending the realm against collapse. 
He sallied forth from Fentis, lanked by his leet of 
warships, and travelled to every world within reach 

‘of Fentis, Where worlds descended into anarchy, his 
wolves would quell the rebellion, Where xenos reared 
their foul faces, Ethelred would smash them. Often, 
when a world fell, he Wolf Lord would challenge their 
leaders to an honour duel, marching forwards, alone, 
Wielding only his vast mace. Often, 3 world would sus- 
render, rather than risk dying at his hand 


“This desperate defence ofthe suddenly powerless Im. 
perium continued on for many centuries, Daemons, 
‘monsters and aliens constantly assailed the walves, 
from every direction. Supplies olten became scarce, 
and many times, the wolf lord would order a muni 
tions-producing world ransacked for supplies, though, 
unfortunately, this often ended in butchery, due to the 
heavy-handedness of the Walves. 


eet aodewe 


)) Was of this time, the Wolves managed to aly ais 
_scant few Imperial troops in the sector directly 
‘surrounding the Space Wolf homeworld, urging them 
‘onto fight for their honour. For the briefest instant, 
hope ickered anew, 


Ofcourse, then the western Chaos Imperium began 
to advance eastwards, like a vile plague. Two titanic 
{armies surged from the Chaos Imperium. One wasled 
| by Abaddon himself, while a second force led by the 
| daemon prince Lothar, and the Wolf Brother traitor 

“Tasdak. 


Pe Piao atsoptic conten, ed could 
not determine which force would attack first, and from 
‘Where. He dared not split his forces, for even all 150 of 
A Stsiewolves, backed up by their supporting hundred. 
isan san solder wo be horrendously 
(cutumbered by even nea the tani armies of 
oa 
4 
400.143, the daemon prince attacked. The beast ed 
ft lrces actos the northern planes ofthe fale 
Fearhian tmperam, murdering and butchering 
(dieten milton as they avnged whole eyter 
‘When informed ofthis by bis tne press Etbelred 
(oN ates nit 1 combat the dactnonic 
ete Fleet surged north, anit was onthe 
P| od of Sting, that Etbelred engaged the ev chaos 
ster The forces had Ht expected he wavesto 
do ely and he wot Lard made aauprse 
Bp Yassin the Atemon tested capital, Bate was 
\ olne, nd fierce Fallen Wolf Brothers, Despoled 
‘Dark Cadians, and black Legionnaires, bated the 
Wictasled volves, and tetrad himnan varios 
pond me wih the grey as and grin ck ofthe 
plat aint were hake vos were perce and 
Bec chi asec attas ca wee 
\elegend ssocatd withthe ate 
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Blade, 


Eventually, Ethelred engaged Lothar himself. The vile» 
‘beast was three times the height of a man, and had 
‘grown vat, twisted wolf's fice, in mockery ofthe 
Space Wolves Ethelred and his Long Fangs engaged 
the lend Ashe sept his mace asthe beast, the Long 
Fangs would pump fire from their heavy weapons, 
preventing the daemon from striking bck at the Wall 
Lord. Eventually Ethelred managed o duck beneath 
the prince's swinging laws, and swung hismace | « 
directly ito the foul monsters spine, shattering 
“The foul thing fought on, wrestling with Ethelred, and) 
nearly savaging his throat with itsdaemonic fangs. 
Ethelredfloundered, and the fight seem to go from bis 
oes 


“Tosdak watched, and he watched, as his gene brother 
struggled with the devil-wolf prince. He looked upon 
his former comrade in blood, as his armour was rent 
and his body was being slashed by ethereal talons. He 
‘could watch no more 


With a might bestia how Tosdal charged into the 
fray, and plunged his ether lance directly through the 
‘corrupt daemon prince's blackheatt. As itroaradin * <4 
‘gory, Lothar swepta monstrous paw atthe Wolf 
Brother, decapitating the traitorous Astarts. However 
“Tovdalchad alin the daemon prince, and both sides” ge 
knew this. Ethelred tok up his mace, and drew his 42) 
ble and he Blasted the foul beast apart all the while, 
plverising its stagnant flesh with his wol- headed 


oy 
However, even as it dissolved into warp stuff, Lothar 
chuckled heinously. He was only the distraction, andl- 
Ethelred realised this too late, Fentis was the real 
target. Ithad always been the eal largel. + 


He made all speed back to Fenris. However, Abaddon. 
was already there. Mighty Bjorn had fallen, slain Es 
coward Abaddon, who had pulverised him from. 

along with most ofthe defence force. Ethelred, 
curses, immediately assaulted the chaos force. A 
‘brutal, bloody batle took place, upon the rubble of, 
Fenris hersell. The stricken and depleted Wolves o 
like gods of legend, and hacked their aoe ‘\ 


‘great sea of chaotic filth, towards Abaddon, Murd. 


“as in the old Wl?’ yes. SS sae 
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)) eta beam, but he pushed on, hacking it down with — 
|) his maceband his frost blade. Daemonically corrupt- 

‘ed Callidus lunged forth, hurdling poisonous darts 

{nto his lesh, and hacking at his limbs with perfectly 
‘murderous strikes. Though his blood was boiling with 
‘veriom, and his limbs were mangled, he still fought 
through them, hacking them down in turn. Voltan the 
‘bull-prince, avast chaos lord, charged him, and was 
‘butchered in the wild fury of the Space Wolf, who tore 
1 out is throat with his long fangs 
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‘el napired by his example the Wolves threw them 

selves upon the chaos fore, reaping horzendovs tll 

fn the Chaos Inperimsforces. Though they ded o 

Sian, the Space Wolves of Etheleds great Company 

oak down over twelve milion enensy soldiers, So de- 

| Spleted was the chaos force, that Abaddon had to return 
“obey ads ores is ues 


i¢ (eda len soi 
Flo Claw who helped slay the berserker, Kept the 
Be escaliedtuman population ofthe Fenian Yope- 
‘rim alive, by moving between each world, telling tales 
off tceat Space Wolves. Tele sacrifice Wotld safe 
the Berlin peru from collapse 


ar, upon the death of the Emperor, was already 
a his Great Company against the New Devourer, 
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bis company were depleted to only ily marines 
determined, nevertheless, that he would perform great 
‘deeds, worthy ofthe grandest of songs. Thus, his leet») 
went olf on another great hunt. As thei let prowled © 
the void, itbecame apparent they were far from the 
Imperium, Their navigator was lst, claiming the Emo? 
petor ight was gone (Grima nealy killing bis for © 
ven suggesting it), and thus no maps could be made,” 
Every woeld they encountered, as they short warp 
jumped between systems, were filled with daemons 

‘and monsters, ruled by hideous alien beasts, oF wete 
completely barren, picked clean by the New Devouter 
“Those forces he could combat, he slew with great fury. 
“Those too powerful for his let, wer left alone, but”) 
Grimnar promised he would find them each in tur, 
another day, and there he would slay them, 


Hovever, one world could not be lft alone. The Foul 
Library of Goine. Terrified merchants and cowering 
hhuman vessels, captured by the Wolves, aimed that 

foul, forbidden knowledge was being researched upon 
the world, and thatthe word was building vast ibrar 

ies acrossits entire surface, A silver-tongued man, 

calling himself Mephet, even told the wolves he knew 

the way tothe planet, and he led them there. Grimnar 
lknew who ruled Coine, even before he entered the y~ 
tem, si months later. The glas spires, the vast ibrar) 
te The cold lu apd gold sentinel guardingeach 
temple brary. The Thousand Sons yet lived. The Great! 
Wolfcould mot spare these ancien Tisitors. 


“Thus the space wolves, following a hombardment of 
the gs cites of Coine, made planet fallin great fry” 
‘When they landed, they realised something terrible, © 
Beneath the shattered glass towers, vast metal ones 
eared, glimmering with internal erties flame. The 
‘ery ground of Colne was silver and hard, covered n 
complex glyphs and symbols 


~ 
In obit Mephet’s mocking laugh echoed acrossev- > 
ry voxlink. For Cone was not the domain ofthe |= 


“Thousand Sons, but had an altogether more powerful 
patron, Coine was trap, to ensnare the Space Wolje 
As the Deveierdeaoyed the ecbidig Balebarge tag 
and strike cruisers using his powerful sles ves 

‘which entered the system instantaneouly, the Dec 
offered his terns, He wanted Grima and his 
alive. Legend does not tell us what the Star God des 
‘red. Some chim he waned Merk thease, 
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xp el fise neat 
ual Others sid there was saething inthe 
)) Hood othe Space Wolves that the golden abomina- 
ico craved. Some theories, rather more fr fetched 
> aed outlandish, claim thatthe Deceiver wished to se 
| the Wolves as bait to ensnare the sorcerer Abriman, 
petits forthe Can to gain aceessto the Webway, and 
hence engage Cegorach directly Who knows? All we 
know that Grimnar, honourable ashe was, relased, 
sping in defiance, and planting his banner i the 
etal sol of Coine He would not yield. 


Fe month, the Necons assailed the Wolves, and each 
time they were pushed back, aa dreadfil cow. By the 
{Stes month ofthe war only twenty marines stil 
| lve ed bythe bedragled, and incesingl insane 
7Gtininu. Each death cme seasonal bow tothe 
J) Oia Wol, and exch time, he los a litle ofhis own 
HR fis Afer crery ble the nectver would apeak 
P ppeychically to him, and offer him release, ifhe would 
{nly into the Deceiver demands, Every ie, 
\ Gleny-cyed and sorrowful he would crs the Star 
& gots bd reise 


-Atthe height ofthe nal month, the Wolves, holed up 
"finan ofthe tll sve tomb towers, desperately fought 
© \ “olfwoves of immortal death machines. Everytime the 
BY esse die, they would rte up and knit back together, 
{Only the plasma weapons remaining permanently took 
A. dow the silver sentinels, causing thems to vanish fom, 
aight Irseemed as though the ive remaining Space 
‘Wolves would be ultryexterminate bythe Decev 
“er hordes, when help came from a most unwelcome 
gh alee 


t 


GWithin the cold dark chamber, a great fiery reat rup- 
(iste the ar and from the blaing chaos, tepped three 
Mnafies: Two were lad in grey, unmarked power 
PRatnour, wth every chapter afliaton carefully ied 
2 Bt they od sent, oles across ther chess. The 
"third marine was different, and the hairs on the Space 
“Wolves! necks raised, and they snarled fiercely at the 
oreo Fer, standing before ther, wasa marine 
‘lad in the colours of the Dark Angels, the ancient 
fal of the Wolves of Rass. The marines twin pistols 
‘pele heathed, and his hands were raised it a placating 
(Grtinar snarled, decrying the Dark Angel 
pended calmly, by offering the Wolves passage 
the world Althey had todo was go through 
tal. Afer much deliberation, they reluctantly 
befte they could lave Ne 
* ad & 
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‘weapons crackling with infernal energies Heroical 
GGrimanr ordered his Wolves to go through the pot 
wile he held the Necrons of, As they led, Grimnar —”) 
tossed Morkai wo his econd in command, Long Fang © 
Brynison, and the ong fang tosed his leader Ris cbf 
frost blade in exchange %) } 


“Tbe wanting that back later” were the last known. 
words of Logan Grimnar, before he charged, alone, 
into the silver horde, bellowing curses and oaths. 


No one knows what happened to him, as he was never 
seen again, All the Space Wolves know i that he na, 
doubt reaped a great toll amongst his unloving foes." 
Some claim he fought the Deceiver iself but no ane 
‘can everbe certain, Nevertheless, his ballad is sung by 
the various beleaguered litle pockets of Space Wolf” 
resistance acros the galaxy to this day. 


‘Ofcourse, these are but a few of the tales of the Great | 
(Companies. The exploits of Ragnar the black-maned 

one, the final charge of Wolf Lord Vostor the dread 

15th Company, and all the other Companies, have their 
‘own ales af honour and sacrifice each force desperate: 
iy fighting inthe ast dying hope ofan alteady festering 
corps. the Space Wolves, seatered across the enti 
flaxy knew they woul ikely de. However they 0) 
sould not go quietly nto oblivion, They would ght, 
foe they weretht hnwiide ofthe Reperofl Of Russ AAD 
‘hen the returned great wolf came forthe wolftime, "® 
Russ surged forward to the head of the Deceiver... 


SEGTION XIV: 
THE STAR FATHER INGARNATE 


By the dawn of the 50th millennius almbst eight 
thousand years since the death of the Emperor, the 
galaxy was like «shattered mosaic, Thousands of 
Imperium, of differing creeds, beliefs, and ever 
technology, were spread across light years, each weak 
and alone, compared to the glory ofthe old days long, 
since passed. Aliens and madmen dominated worlds, 
and countless corpses of worlds devoured or scoured 
clean by war lay scattered across every corner ofthe 
galactic disk. There was no rule, no law, no mercy 


And, amid allthis earnage and mayhem, one thing 
never changed. The blind, desperate devotion ofthe 
rasies, as they prayed and begged the dead emperor 
to save their souls from this galactic anarchy. Blood 
was sacrificed, people denounced neighbours, friends, 
children, to the roving witch hunters and lunat 

who eagerly brutalised and slaughtered those sacrifices 
in wild religious glee. From the most isolated and 
backwards of villages, huddled around their preacher, 
a he crushed the skull of an unbeliever with a crude 
caudgel, to the great, industral-process of witch 
‘burning, which became a near constant feature of 
the dreadful Ophelian Imperium, the majority of 
humanity were crying out for order, fr protection, 


(On 000.MS0, they received their wishes, their prayers 
And they regretted it, with all their putrid heart. As, 
‘on that day, the Star Child, fermenting in the womb of 


the immaterial, as Born. 


id, we must look. 
to the Horus Heresy, so many millennia ago. In the 


“To define the origins ofthis Sta 


instant the Emperor struck dovn his gene-son, all 
his good will and benevolence was driven from him, 
into the ether, leaving only a bitter, dying husk of cold 
‘oppression, This husk was placed onto the Golden 
‘Throne, thus sealing the warp from Terra and keeping 
him alive, Yet, the Throne’ purpose went beyond 

this. This throne was once fashioned, to help draw 
inall knowledge ofthe universe, drawn from the 
immaterial. And soit continued to do, For thousands 
upon thousands of years, the misery of the galaxy, the 
heartache and the desperate pleas for protection and 
submissive pleas for oppression, filled the Emperor's 
sind, Every event, every death, resonated within 

the Emperor's mind. Every senseless murder, every 
despairing tear of a bereaved mother, sereaming out 
for someone to save them, pulsed through the throne 
even as millions of psykers were fed into the Emperar, 
amplifying and intensifying these thoughts of anguish. 
and misery. It drove Him utterly, ireversibly, insane, 
“Trapped inside his own corpse, he screamed silent 
though no one could hear him, and those that, 

could were mad zealots themselves, and could not 
understand his babbled, confused words. 


‘All the while, inthe warp, the Sar Child Breweanid ma= 
tured, as yet unborn, but waiting for its moment. The 
Star Child was a being formed from the most seeming- 
ly positive of emotions possible: compassion, and the 
will to protect everyone, Of cours, fed and nourished 
‘within the warp, these emotions were isted and 
stretched, to gargantuan and monstrous proportions, 
‘The Star Child became fed upon all forms of protec- 
tion, and this protection was taken to its extreme. To 
protect everyone, repression and domination was re- 
quired, and these emotions fed into one another, until 
they were as one. Compassion turned to jealous love, 
In the twisted aspect of the Star Child, love for human- 
‘ty was love forthe Star Child, and no other. It became 
dark and dreadful force, larking in the hidden folds 
‘of the warp, Waiting. 


1k was not until the forty second millennium, that these 
two forces, one of utter oppression, the other a cold 
being, fed upon slaughter and murderous sacrifice, 
Would merge once more. When the Emperor, strapped 
tos chai, looked into the cold eyes of His killer, 
‘swathed in a deep hood, He did not resist itm, but 
merely muttered, as the blade was poised over His 
heart: 


“END THIS’ 


‘Terra fell to chaos, but the great spirit of sacrifice 
‘surged fre, into the warp, and the waiting coils of its 
counterpart. It took mere instants within the warp, as 
the two great energies fused and moulded into some: 
thing far, far worse than the sum of its parts. In the 
‘materium, this fusing took thousands of years, the 
Imperium shattering and the galaxy falling apart in the 
‘meantime, 


“The bitth, unlike the birth of Slannesh, was not some 
{reatspilling warp storm explosion, but rather a 
‘mighty implosion, Centred around Ophelia, the dark 
Iheatt of the Emperor's bloody worship, space rippled, 

yas Ophelia was swallowed whole by the warp storm, 
before warp space merely returned to normality, leav 
ig the Ophelian Imperium without a capital world. It 
‘survived (barely), but Talla took advantage (but that 
isa separate tale). 


( ) Warp storms suddenly Mare int ie, pala wide, 
asthe entire galany fl... something, I was a iftwo 
)) Wegin behemoths fought beneath the waves ofa great 


sea, and caused the boats above Tp thse anf turn ds.2 
result. The Chaos Gods, that great behemoth, wrestled 
ith this sudden resurgent force for order. No one 
‘ould possibly describe the conflict, because, in effect, 
it was not a conflict in any conceptual sense, Realms 
‘overlapped, folded inwards, cursed and shifted into 
Uifferent emotional states, and reason and lunacy sifted 
and pulped emotions of befuddlement and anguish, 
‘and despair and murderous lust, asthe warp churned 
‘as never before. Nurgle seized upon the empathetic 
despair of the Emperor aspect, but was twisted off 
course by the hope of dominion and protection, which 
was surrounded by the hope for more hope, and the 
luge for change, Daemons, whose concepts and feed- 


ing emotions switched sides as much as their patrons, 
llickered between devil and ordered angel, asthe great 
‘gime played out, confusing and insane asthe warp 
‘ever was. Yet, the warp was as much a process as: 
distinct entity, or entities and, like always, the process 
‘was the same. 


“The Star Child rose up, and the chaos gods (nom 
pally) united agains it, overthrowing i at some point 
amongst the non-causal realm of mind-numbing 
density and dreadful insanity. After the overthrow of 
the Star Child, Nurgle rose in its place, only forthe Star 
Child to unite, however fractionally, withthe other 
‘gods, in overthrowing Nurgle. And hence, the great 
‘game continued, ast ever had. Itbecatne one of five 
‘main facets of the Warp. 
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profoundly. 


‘The Star Father’ influence was almost as insidious as 
the chaos gods, Tendrils of essence would infest the 
minds ofthe rulers and devout priests of a world, The 
‘only wanted to protect thei flack, as the Emperor 

had wished. The cold, commanding voice ofthe Star 
Father, seemed to whisper and bellow in their minds 
at once, Ta protect, one must enslave. But more than 
‘enslave, Dominate entirely. Thus, a web of influence 
spread across the whole world, unseen but powerful 
beyond measure. Priests and preachers performed ser: 
mons, which opened up people tothe possibility of ‘the 
ultimate piety’ Chaos was emotions, the sick Wisted 
‘emotions at the heart of sentience, To remove thought 
‘of chaos, one must remove thought. Unconsciousness 
and servitude eternal, was the only fully secure pro 
tection from chaotic corruption, Thus, they all, sly, 
‘began to come around to this way of thinking. Those 
that didsit, were sacrificed in the name of submission 
to Him, tothe Star Father, the great patriarch of all 
‘existence (in their minds). All the while, they were 

the ones corrupted, as they sacrificed more souls to 
the Star Father, until it was powerful enough to break. 
down the barriers of reality, and allow his daemons 
(which we shall refer to as angyls'from now on, just to 
differentiate these from daemons, or spirits of chaos) 
to walk upon the surface. 


By that time, the world was entranctd by these aigyl 
Who set about reshaping the world. Buildings melted 
dlovsn, and reformed, as uniform, slver and gold mon 
uments to the Star Father, while the population was 
forced to walk across the surface of the world for the 
rest of their lives, for na particular reason, However, 
should any of them leave the perfectly straight lines 
rarked out for their walks, they would be instantly 
destroyed, and thelr souls dragged into the warp. Men, 
women and children walked and walked, until they 
could no longer walk. These people were then either 
killed, or died of exhaustion, Such was the way'of the 
Star Father: Worlds such as these, sprang up across the 
‘gla, especially around worlds where devotion to the 
Emperor had become completely senseless. Unlike 
ddaemonvorlds, angylworlds becalmed the warp di 
fectly around the world, rather than churning it. These 
were worlds of horrifying, self-defeating order. 


‘The Sensei, the progeny of the Emperor, managed to, 
for the most part, resist domination (Wher tragic stories 
are told elsewhere though, so we will not dwell upon it 
here) 


The Angyls, the dread avatars of His Will, were pow 
erful and as cold as their master. Faceless, the most 
common form of the Angyls was of winged beings, 
With androgynous, silver and gold shapes, nei 


Woman, oF any other natural form, Dexensof wings 
arched from them, each devastating and bladed, and 
the long, blank faces protruded from within these 
wings. They blazed permanently with intense white 
light, and left tails of sparks behind them, as they 
floated ethereally wherever they went. Some say the 
Angyls are formed from the spirits of ll dhose astra: 
paths, soul bound to the Emperor while stil clathed in 


Hlesh, None ean prove this, but the theory s prevalent 
Of the greater Angyls, only one is known to have a 
name, and a face. The Malcador, the great Dominion, 
The great dominion has a harsh, stern, humanoid face 
amid all the folding robes and razor-edged wings 
nis the greatest of them al, the frst soul hound to 

the Star Father, so long ago. Itis often the voice ofits 
patron during wars, and he only ever offers one option 
to those enemies of the Star Father: 


‘OREYY 


For, inthe grim nightmare ofthe the 5st Millenium, 
there it no righteous or good path. That was murdered, 
along with the Emperor, long ago. Tyranny, oppression, 
‘or anarchy and doom, are the only options let to the 
faithful, Alls dust, and there is no salvation! 


Of course, the ahove statement ist quite accurate 


SEGTION XV: 

THE DYING: 

BIEL-TAN, THE AELDARI, AND THE 
LORD OF THE DEAD 


{greater misery during the Second Age of Srfe. The 
-raliworlds slow and cumbersome as they were were 
Aiclt to defend against the New Devourer. Many 
crafiworlds, though they fought valiantly for months, 
‘eventually felt the New Devourer. ratworlds were 
gutted, their towers east dow, thei people sain and 
devoured. Often all that remained ofa craft world was 
its titanic wraith bone skeleton, the pulsing infinity ce- 
| cit and the innumerable seattered soul gems, which 

| plmmered with the life their murdered bodies had 

lost 


‘These ghost Craftworlds deifed, silent and alone, as 
the Aeldari race was slowly, gradually called. With 
-anmuch reduced population, the remaining Acari 
und it hard to delend what litle colonial assets they 
| ail possessed. Oten, the Exodits, confined to their 
paradise worlds, were left to fend for themselves. Some 
| Exodite colonies were altacked by opportunistic alien 
| empires, such as the Hax Paterinins, a race of utterly 
‘ Sig wl timbed creatures that teeled the void 


\ 


fish their Unam, chips made of pure energy. The Hax 
was thought to have unintentionally strayed over 
doten Exodite worlds asthe Hax maved onto the 
‘word, and Terra-ormed it to their pretereedcoviron- 
SP Uasoreannly th Ha wer ative to worlds 
filled with sulphiricacid vapour and temperatures 
{hot enough to mel lead, and thus thee Terr-form- 
goer killed the native population. The Hax were 
a peace race, an only ever fought in self defence 
‘Nevertheless, they killed millions of Acar in those 
carly days 


| | Some Exodite colonies were far more shrewd. When 

) the Astonomicon spluttered and died, the sudden 
_ | “anarchy that shattered the Imperium, drove the surviv- 
| fing power magnates and opportunistic warlords into-a 
eg engi a ps oe 


fied this wn. Some Exodite worlds, such asthe one 
i by AlestirHurom,diamaniled the physical ev 
Mende oftheirexture, including all the baldings and 
© PYeven the crop fields, before they hid themselves. Thus, 
Be ( le post Imperial forces arrived to ind pristine empty 

de and eagerly colonised the. However slow, 

ites, ur false guises and using trickery, 
and subterfuge, nftrated all the high offices af 
various pet Imperium, becoming the strange, 
ler lords of the realms, who, bizarrely, never 
eto die of old age. Many ofthe northeramost 
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‘With the death ofthe Emperor a great walling ery! jp 
rspted throughout the warps Stannesh groaned) 
‘The Slat Fathe ns fit waking moment struck a 
Stanneah frat, sending the perverse prince reeling dt 
leat initially, This shudder of frustrated lust and pride 
slammed tito cach erafwords Infinity Circuit ike a 
hhursiane. Though the berrage was resisted easily by ok} 
the Cratworlds, the Farscers were suddenly aware of 

new potential futures suddenly coming into existence. « 
No matter how hard they scanned all posible future, 

the predominant one was always the same. A great.) 
white Gs, presing the galaxy down The galaxy woul” 
be lent, cold and heartless. At fist, the Farsers 
feared that this ature presente! the final victory of 

the Yngirstar-hungry. However this doom came not 

from the derile dimensions of the Can, but inate 

from the warp ofall places. inching back from their 
sions lke children paling their hands aay 

fre, they realised they had tact. 


‘The sudden upsurge in Aeldari deaths, due to the New 
Devourer, opened a new avenue to the Craftworlders. 
“They all elit, shifting beneath the surface of every 
single Craftworld, Its name was death, ye it was hope. 
‘Yanead, the god of the dead. Ih was growing, and th 
knew it. Ae) 


& 

“The Aeldar knew, while alive, they could not svel¢ At) 

the universe fom the ancient enemy and thet ot 

would never be sfe, ot realy Eventually, cratworldet 

became es and lex frequen, Sores of the Aedadt yn 

became myths then legends the He, tothe rest of, 

the galaxy asthe erfiworde pulled their forces fm, 

active engagement. The Farncers would not explain 4 

what they were planning, ax all their children returhed) 

tothe craftwocds, They offered each oftheir people a: 

a sare choice: They could sty with their crafbword, 

and hep eve the golany andthe Aeldari or they could? 

leave their eraftworlds, never to return ad thelr 
n 


stones would be disconnected from the Infinity Cis» 
cuit, and they would become of the Path of the Out), 

cast Only roughly seventy thousand Aeldari took d 

path, The others were to hopeful, oF too naive 

the outcasts et the Farseers, in their mercy, nk 

nerve toxin throughout their craftworlds, killing 

billions fAeldars a tha moment, a act of bein 


“AcIdért cold comprehend; evel iS, he 
“ase The Warlocks and Fuser then cole 
UP alte soustones, and ‘emptied them, ety othe 
ifinity Circuit before they each inal fll pan thee 
Blades and their soul oo table i the grow 
Ig Tiley Cre, 


“The great combined spirit rose up, swelled with such 
‘avast sacrifice, I pulsed and swirled and... it did 
nothing. The vast, unimaginable power of Yanead was 
trapped within the Infinity Circuit. For, though many 
‘rafiworlds followed the route of sacrifice, there was 
‘one notable exception. Biel-Tan refused to accept such 
a morbid view of the situation, When approached by 
the other Farseers ofthe other craftworlds, Asitar blade 
song, the ruling Autarch of the Swordwind, responded: 


‘Sacrifice? Death? Have you all lost your minds? We are 
the Asur! The Aeldari! Our empire is overrun by 
barbarian mon keigh, and pathetic usurpers, and you 
(sas 10 give them our empire without even resistance? 

“thisis our galaxy, not thers! We are close to victory, do 
(v not falter now! 


¥ 
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“The delusional leaders of Biel-Tan, could not accept 
dofeal. They considered their craftworld was on the 

‘verge of snatching back the galaxy from the filthy Im- 
perium. When the Imperium collapsed, they took this 
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fellow craftworlds to fester, ike they wished. 


‘Many of the outcasts from the other eraftworlds, 
appalled at the actions of the Farseers, joined with 
Biel-Tan, taking new oaths of loyalty. Wild Riders f 
Sain Hann, spirit seers and the legendary Yriel, from, 
Iyanden, vast numbers of rangers from Alaitoc, and’ 
even a few dissidents from the black craft world, were © 
amongst the many Aeldar, loyal to the war effort. Us” 
ing their perfectly honed combined arms tactics, and: 
utilising their superior FTL system, the Sword Wind's 
armies were devastatingly effective. From 488.M45, 


to 333.M46, the Biel-Tan engaged and defeated three ° ) 


Petty Imperiums, the pathetically slow and inexpert-” 
enced armies of the small cluster of human worlds 
vastly insuficient in the face ofthe finely crafted killing 
‘machine, that was the Aeldasi wathost 


‘Many of the outcasts from the other eraftworlds, 
appalled a the actions of the Farseers, joined with 
Bicl-Tan, taking new oaths of loyalty. Wild Riders from 
Sam Hann, spirit seers and the legendary Yriel, from 
Iyanden, vast numbers of rangers from Alaitoc, and 
even a few dissidents from the black craft world, were!” 
amongst the many Aeldari, loyal to the war effort 


. 
J 


Ignoring the strong advice of the Harlequins, the Biel- 
‘Tan struck at Tau targets, and even engaged in a direct 
war with the T'au, when they founded a Sept World 
‘on the site of Maiden world. The war lasted several 
‘years with Biel-Tan abandoning the world, alter 
{seeding it with a special fungus, which would prevent 
) ihe Tau from ever growing crops upon the world, 


“essentially making it useless for colonisation. 


{ 


‘Alarge force of Acldari ater struck at Tallarn-oceupied 
| space, and decimated several worlds. It was only the 


" 
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Bale in aes Te tinct of ae 
Ophelia against the Aeldari, which drove them of 


‘The Cossedus Imperium, an industrially active power 
‘in the galactic centre, was engaged by Biel-Tans Ist 
fet, which stripped that Imperium of ts naval power 

‘in just seven years, leaving it open to be torn apart by 
rival Imperiums, ceasing upon the weakness. 


Phases JNécron adtiyity led to many more 
engagements wih their ancient foes, Iii they 
‘were successful Ofcourse, once the Ophilin-Kissoz 
ris unleashed, atthe bate of Fornosti, the Bil-Tan 
could no longer engage the Necrons on their on or 
Be fete Tsecctes ulti that trible device 

/ once more, Nevertheless, the Aeldari continued to 

engage the Necrons discreetly. 


jn the year 000.M47, a troupe of harleuins came to 


iy ee. ta perform the dance of the fll. However, 
1ese supposed Harlequins were, in fact, Dark Aeldart 


| Ewyches in disguise, sent on a mission of assassination 
When they were brought before the twin thrones of 

oN ad Asia, the Wyches threw off their diaguises, 
bate was suddenly joined, These Wyches were of 

‘he Wych Cul of Stile, led by Lith Hesperaxhersl 
ed civil were slain by the scores suddenly, as 

ihe Dire Avenger, the bodyguards to Yrlel and Asta, 
{ought with one another, The bale inthe throne room 
‘one in legends, with the superhuman Aeldari 
livably fs Laster than the manaleye.~ 
Stas. eee LN 
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could follow, Asiter, the vaiirels 
reser Anarh ougetolf scores of ie ope 
‘Aalders thls blades and whip ashing wi ne 
wrt Bone bade and nr el 


Lilt, her near-naked body unblemished by any scars 
such was her sil, dueled with Yel, prince of Tyan 
and husband to Aster, Their battle ranged from the 
high-vaulted rafters of the throne room, down tothe 
personal chambers of Viel himself. The two 
combatants blades were near invisible as they 
‘exchanged blows and parcies with inhuman sill and? 
speed, Lilith scored small cut alter small cut against. 
Yriel, somehow bypassing his personal force eld, 
Bleeding and tired, Yiiel at las finished the bale, ~~) 
living the Spear of Twilight straight through the 

cursed Archie witch 


Lith hissed perversely, as Viel Kicked hee from 
his blade Before her death, it was said she tasted 
hier own blood, forthe first ime in her hfe and she 
‘iggled mockingly, before Vee finished he 
decapitating blow. The Wyches were defeated 


“Asitar, furious, sent the surviving Wyches back to 
‘Commoragh, with every orifice sealed shut, and their 
bodies filled with vile wasp-lke Jindi Bugs, which tore 
them apart from within, 


Within a year, the Biel-Tan leaders received another 
‘gil: cask of perfectly blended Commoraghan wine 
(which was surprisingly, un-poisoned), along witha 
riessage, writen in blood, but ina supreme hand all 
the same, It congratulated Biel-Tan on clecting such an 
‘exquisitely brutal’ mistress as thei leader, and wished 
‘her good luck in her war with the Mon Keigh, It was 
signed by Vect himself 


‘Though the Biel-Tan had fallen out of favour with the 
Harlequins, and sill enemies of the monstrous Dark 
‘Aeldari, they were sill a formidable faction throughout 
the period, right up until M31, They never lost their 
arrogant sense of self-worth, and sill believed that 
they could reclaim their empire, even asthe galaxy 
tumbled down about their ears 


Such was the way of the last of the few, the remnants of 
the great Aeldari corpse. 


SEGTION XVI: 
THE BLAGKHEART’S REIGN: 
THE EASTERN GHAOS IMPERIUM 


cthough the Bisa safes 
)) eastern thisis only in elation to the Segmentum Solar 

and Obscurus. Though Huron ow Imperium of 
‘Chaos is located within the Ultima Segments tt 
focused around the Maelstrom, the second greatest 
‘warp/real space inthe galaxy located towards the 
entre of the great galactic spiral For it was from this 
sealim of madness thatthe Blackheart, the Tyrant of 
Bada, renewed his desire wo rule an Empire all of his 
‘ow, as his foes in the Imperium were cast down by 
the screaming anarchy brought about by the falling of 
the guiding ight of humanity. 


ithe New Devourer was violet birthed inthe 
Gilching wat in Octavia, Huron Blackbear listened 
Ppliovie whispering wacinghof étmons and devs 
Pld hia of tis cosing tienes mare aed 
Arse Tnpeil vrs were drawn ff to combat his 
aiden drew’ fore, be struck ticking ad atingal 
(the wap capable esse could pnd, bere 
Og et th acltiorn once mare. There, a8 the New 
Np Derouser slew whole ciation, he and his inion, 
Aarti together al his esource, congoiated hee 
Bt eptace within the realm of madness, defeating and en- 
BPS lieing allt rival chaotic ar bands within the warp 
tetface, and demanding thy joln his Red Corsi, 
~/ just like ll the other chaotic msarines within, 


“The wars within were brutal, bloody, and bitter. Alien 
"monsters mutants and twisted chaotic daemons fought 
forall sides during these numerous internal wars 
Byentualy, with the defeat and destruction of the vast 
osessed space hulk Mordreca, Huron yas at lst 
ser ofthe Madson When hee Dever 
‘df, and the Astronomicon had died he surged 
forth from the hellstorm, His lees found conquering 
“sfemarkably easy a the Imperial defence fleets and 
ee forces remained in terrible disarray fllowing the 
tal shock of every astropath and warp soute be 


er 


ant bands of Red Corsaits, their armout painted 
(szadey wit pint mind with human blood to cover 
‘ad insult their former chapters’ colours, brutalised 
cone ‘worlds for light-years around the warp storm. 
it tyrannical assaults would begin with the bomb- 
1d bombardment ofthe apitals ofeach work. 
sil fused to give into Corsair demands, the 
‘marines would make planetiall, and begin il: 
fom inthe streets, hunting tried lian 
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Ex Space Wolves, Sons of Guiliman, the Brothers 
the Found, the Black Horns, the Bess of Ravage an 
innumerable other marines (rom innumerable oth: 

ex renegade chapters all joined in with the slaughter | © 
and mayhem, daubed inthe crude red pain, asym- (= 
bol of the nominal allegiance to Huron Blackheart. 
Governors were taken hostage, or simple broken into 
g0ry peces, just forthe sick laughs ofthe chaos space 
marine butchers, Eventually, every world they encoun~ 
tered gave them what they wanted: riches and resour 
Dibra REM rtd eqn the sever buntced ge 
works around the Red Corsair’ domains became 
ost a sort of tithe. Only, much like an Imperial force, 
the Red Corsirs protected these words from external) 
threats, such a¢ ravenous allens, or rival Pst-Inpe 
warlords, The people of thes planets were the Cor 

‘its, to-do with how they wanted 


Massive numbers of grubby, cowardly human filth 
tended to fallow the Corsais around during their wars 
and murderous excesses, hoping to catch the eye of 
their superhuman betters. These human scum ranged 
from ex-piraes, convict soldiers, lease from servi« 
tude and murderers and disidents, narrowly dodging 
the gibbet on thei own world. Often, particulaely 
cunning or brutal human renegades would be grants 
fed the equipment of the planet's slaughtered PDF, by.) 
thee Rel Corsair masters The craven hordes of arom 
swelled enormously during the erly centuries ofthe 


period. Pi oe y 


Eventually after centuries of complete anarchy and) 1 
chaos, the opponents of Huron finally began Wo fra” 
Petty Imperius and military forces of their own, , © 
and sought to topple Huron, and pick his lands cles, 
subsuming them into their own ambitiousy growing — 
empire. Vo 


“he first ofthese usurpers was the Emperor Dotor and 
his attendant Imperium which tacked fromthe 9) 
north, A fleet of even hundred fully armed naval | © 
vessels, employed by the wealthy Imperial-impostor »""), ) 
Door, entered Huron Blackheatstestares brazenly” 
“They had the finest vessel requisitioned from ata 
dock inthe Gothic sector, which bordered the Dot 
tian Timperiuns, and had elite soldiers, drawn from) 
‘numerous Guard dis taken in by Dotor nino 
“This let easily entered his borders, and took many 
Huron without so mash a igh ach 


Was Brutal cd tereiicd Lees Jick 

> ow forces butchered and confiscated long ago by 
fr Tn fact the only synbel of Huron nership of 
Rhe werd in question were the ilies upon bilions 
sakes, wtih ine creey AV oh eve Hod 
wa skewered fe rotting upon them You se Black: 
gt dot an epeciala ath wralal ode 
Feit want colores, he jut wanted soils and his 
i cu yest Cocmihy esslinvisg tad 
By Sante costa thee cred giar ecatag oun 

PaSespees yn caged eaters yl, 

{Yarns extensive ees merely watched, and waited, 
ooking for tee ine tone Dot’ forces on thee 
tr 


WOd the planet of Helis, Huvon spitmg his trap. He 
‘landed a small group of his Corsairs on the planet, tak- 
{ofthe planetary cpt beloe be split his fc ito 
three, and tnt on et ato the estrada, anoth- 
pe hear te of Ge syacits yaad son 

ee 


va 
Db ced'via vax, by the Corsairs on the planet’s surface. The 


|The, the smallest fet element, from the asteroid 
1) Held, cogaged the opel let, and wer cay 
‘iven away, losing two ships. The Dotorians, in thir 
foolish arrogance, thought that was the fll extent of 
|") oHlurors forces. The admiral thought himself secure in 
"vb and set dows solders o lease the word 
© yl chaos lth. However the Corsairs made themselves 
ato dias The sess ed with Hondas 
OR 
Jacs launched random asaults from all angles 
~Tand locations, making the enemy army's job of exter 
‘national the harder. The Dotorians were forced, 
tortnleash more and more oftheir forces onto the 
Altera fll two weeks of relentless carnage, 
sues on the word were almost all dead. How- 
the Dojorian ground force was too. Iwas then 
aron struck. On the dark side ofthe world, he 


hohe ub td ibe ean 
life eater swept across the enemy forces, and the 
world in turn, In one swoop, they were all vanquish 


“The, plunging fom hiding behind the radian of 
the sun, Huron’ second let struck, taking the ree 
Dotorians by surprise. The vastly larger and more pow | 
erful Imperial vessels, were overcome mainly by boards 
ing parties Particularly effective were the psyehotically. 
suicidal mercenary space marines of the Purge, They 
centered battleships and fought their way deep inside 
the ships, before unleashing chemical and biological" 
weapons inside. Through the cramped environs, the 
plagues and viruses spread swifly, killing everyone, 
‘onboard, including the purge marines themselves," 


’ 
‘The few remaining warships which had repelled board 
ers, were subsequently vanquished by Hurons final, 
largest leet, led by himself, and consisting ofall his 
‘captured battleships and battle barges 


“That day, he had defeated the entire Dotorian expedi- 
tion, and, what is more, had stolen most oftheir vessels 
0, 


‘This pattern played out many more times. Each time 
an Imperium or enemy fet invaded, he would defeat 
them, and capture the surviving Mets, dhs mak- | 
ing him stonger for the next campaiga. Thus, while 
repelling invaders, he often counter-invaded, stealing 
eet a ee ae 
fear the legend ofthe Blackhest. 


ww 
‘At some point, ase consolidated hs now rather liga 
sprawling empire founded upon fear, a potential ally = 
‘made himself known to Huron. A 

ea 
In 327.M44, 1 veasel bearing the drk and sinister 
runes of chs, a well asthe image a great agus, 
defied was intercepted onthe western border of the 
Eastern Chaos Imperiam, This vessel, calming to bea) 
message for Haron, was taken directly to Hurons = 
latest base of eperations, the forrest of baa 


Formerly a Ramillies Class Star Fort, the colossal 
‘was twisted and reshaped by chaos. As the emis 

arrived, the fortress was still under construction. 
Huron, gaining mitch favour from the entities of th 
‘warp, had acquired the services of many daemons 


= Pgee7 
enticing the fue top WD sy > 
Shandoned long ago, Using Dark Mechanics, soul — 
forge dacroric ents, and pti Haves WHieK 
alded Abaddon in constructing the Planet Kile, Hi- 
ron was building something dark nd powerful within 
the decrepit hear ofthe fortress. 


‘The emissaries, seven hulking chaos marines, bear- 
{ng the grim heraldry of Abaddon’s Chaos Imperium, 
‘were led by an escort of several dozen Corsair, the rag 
lag, brutal gar of the piratical Red Corsairs contrast 
{ng sharply with the hellishly burnished and detailed 
armour of the Black Legionnaires, which writhed 
| with demonic un-life. The corsairs, om the other hand, 
5 swiere rogues and monsters, and cared nothing for their 
‘armour, and it showed, with broken sections of armour 
«simply ripped away, and replaced by mail, or crude 
‘ron plates, 
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“The emissaries came before the Blackhert and 
Erought him news frm the Desoiler. Abaddon of- 
fered him the chance to oin the Wester Imperium, 

Pantin the proces crush the few petty Iniperiame 

Pa feipped between the two vast forces of infernal pow- 
“ec iron didnot wish tobe subservient Abaddon, 
who he considered his lesser. He offered a counter of- 

> er that Abaddon could join his Imperium. as Huron 

\ subservient, and, perhaps learn how to ely run an 


© Bape of Chaos 


acre hred ace of he czar Lr Vado 
Ea caring such a blatant challenge toADAA! 
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before charging the Chaos Lord. Huron slew the 
ts Lord ina mete dozen blo, and his minions 
seized by the massively-outnumbering Red cor- 
sided by the countless malformed beasts which 
ono. . 
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“Though the palatable hate betwixt the two great powers 
stirred the warp ini intensity, nether side could truly — 
‘capitalise upon thelr foe, or invade their rival. A dozen 
petty Imperium lay between them, and in the process 
‘of sending a war fleet into their foe's territory the fleet 
Would have to fight the various petty Imperial forces, 

not to mention countless raiders and pirates, both 
‘human and xenos. Thus, the two Chaos Imperium’ 
the worst of enemies, yet neither side can absorb the 
other, or destroy their rival either, 


Huron soon expanded in multiple directions, unt” 
stretched from Molov in the north, to Badab in the 
south, ; 


By 999,44 Huron‘ Imperium was truly vas, encom, 
passing almost a thousand worlds His expansion, 
Hawever, is checked in several places To the south: 

west ofhisImperiui, the powerful iyra-Catachad 
alliance has proven very elective The vast ranks abd 
rushing industry of Ryza, which had mltarised the 
tire subsector dretly surrounding combined 

with the unmatched sil and brutal war craft of the 
CCatachans, allowed them to contest and often secre) 
worlds from Red Corsair dominance, In the north-eaife 
lay the gates of Var. The blockades arcund that rea 
mained frm (east until MSI, and those dread days 
tocome...), Even though Huron, if he truly desired, 
could have defeated the permanent battle lets aroind 
that sector, Huron dared not do $0. Not once the gold» 
nlint had unleashed the Opilit-Kisso wa 


4 
Despite these checks on is power Huron remained 
a powerfl warlord, ruling (comparatively) massive” 
‘area of the galaxy. Yet, each world was not directly” 
riled by it. His policies wee callous, lethal dans 
ferous and brutal but they were neverices oly © 
ffeeng, ta population bred upon cents of Iie 
val oppresion The unspoken deal betwen the wall 
Bd 


conered by im and his forces was thus, Hs ee 
tad access to any and ll resources they needed, 
‘world within the Empire, and could come to cai 
al any time, meaning the world must be in readiness 
fo caehs bie Mbps ah) Geta cha 
forces of Huron would pillage the worlds, and noo 
“The worlds would alo never be destroyed by iu 
unless he needed to of eally ally wanted 
IERIE. 
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unofficial system 
pillage: Though a br 
fd freedom upon all the 
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ame knows asthe hlerarchy of 


system, it allows unprecedent 
orlds within the Imperium, 


However, their eigion soon became twisted down tha, 
ind the Emperor became more a figure of 


hated oppression, and less of a force of protection. For 
it was not the Angels ofthe Emperor which protected 
them, but instead the murderous devils of Huronls war 


SEGTION XVII: 
THE WEBWAY WARS: 
THE NET BREAGHED 


The warp hucied as never better 
)) finally expied. His presence rippled through the 

|) arp, and the realm of madness fought and twisted in 
> furious eternity. His seal upon the web way ruptured, 
and daemons spewed from bath sides, The Webway 
flexed and gagged as devils ploughed through the 
‘corridors of ethereal speed, 


“The flickering forms of the harlequins fought like 

legends, fighting off daemons from every angle of 

1. approach, The Webway was their ally in this conlict, 

‘As the Masque of Slannesh led the daemon hordes 

through the complex labyrinth dimension, the very 

[passageways of the Webway distorted and flexed, 

Constantly in flux Even the daemons of Tzeentch, 

» Pmadness incarnate, couldnt scutlle theit way through 
the complex realm. 
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Ws the Harlequin vere hard-pressed to defeat 
| the daemons, Abriman took advantage of their over- 
"wlth postions sing snare aha the Webyay 
» foshimelt, is Cabal of sorcerers used foul artefacts 
abr trough the Webway in steal method to 
pote ‘Spiders, allowing thern to travel frota world to 
typo, sowingdiscord and gathering knovledge for 
~ thee twisted master. For Albriman determined that 
thé would take the secrets ofthe Black Library, by any 
‘mean necessary. Previously, before the Emperor's fll, 
ians were too powerlul to avercome. Now, 
a had fee reign across the whole galaxy, to 
exploit whole planets, just to find artefacts of 
power, powerful enough to unleash upon the 
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During this period of woe the BielTan llance of 
CCaftworid Aeldari made extensive use of the Webyay 
order to prosecute their wars of conquest, often 
disregarding the wishes ofthe laughing guardians) ) 
ofthe eal, In their belierence the Bil-Tan 

‘considered themselves the unbridled rulers f the 
‘Adar. Theis wars wth the Thousand Sons and the 
Drular‘ lasted well nt thefitieth millennium, > 
‘Vect and Asitar fought a war of feint and slight of © 
movement, their forces prowling for eachother amit 
the twisting corridors ofthe interstellar network, Whi 
theauomata of Ahritman’s Thousand Sons ei 
around the Webra, causing havoc and mayhem; y 
wherever they passed. Warp Spiders and Mandrakes 
hunted and lle wit joy born of ancient rivalries 
(and, inthe Mandrake’ case, itera hunger) On the 
‘World of Kastr a world hale submerged by the warp, 
thet the Webway tiss-crosed acroasnaanely, 

‘at farce of nub led by the Dark Father, engage. 
another force of Striking Sconpions led by their 
Phoenix Lord: None an know the outcome fr cea 
but mot believe the confit remains whtesolved. For 

a the legends say, the final battle ofthe Phoenix Lond 
would see them all dead. Thisis yet to occur (and 
tay never dos, fr the paths of he future ae ike) 
threads of mapping sik Nothing is certain)... 5 


‘Vect repeatedly sent assassins to murder the Biel-Tan. ca y 
leadership, in various unique ways, but was relatively 
unsuccessful. Nevertheless, the Drukhari continued ae 
their old ways of pillage slaughter and slave-taking, 
regardless of what else transpired inthe wider real, 

world, Often, the Kabals would fight each other, 
‘both within Commoragh and the wider environs of 
the Webway. Sometimes, ambitious Archons would, 
storm into the empty ghost Craft Worlds, and there 

sel up bases oftheir own, War even began to spill into 
those cold dead realms too, as Biel-Tan forces and 
Harlequins battled the degenerate children af the D: 

City, battling amongst the cold forests of crystal 
smashing the ancient monument to the Farseers’ 
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rade attempis ta enter the Webapnicetmore, How” proper, his Cowh-likeemissaries manipulated the 
these horrid things survived the fal, none can say. AI various petty empires and kingdoms ofthe glaxy, 
thats known is that they seek to cast down the Web- often tricking them into attacking and destroying 
ay, and open itt Slannesh. The lithe and perverse plants where Webway gates owned by Abriman's 
beings, that may once have been Aeldaricavorted —_fllawers were located, thus attempting to ct hi 
through the arteries and capillaries ofthe Webviay net- Gam suppor. Of course, Ahriman played hi own 
work like htful daemonettes, murdering and fornicat 
Stns a {games often capturing bellicose or tyrannical xenos 
species, informing them of the Webway network, ae 
directing them to the nearest gates Thus, Harlequins 
elten found thei gates besieged by xenos and 
hhuman empires, eager to take advantage of the secret 
network. Though they cout get into the Webwa, it 
nevertheless made leaving the Webway dificult forthe 


Cegorach and his Harlequins watched this carnage 
from afar, orchestrating the Webway passages in such a 
way as to direct thei various foes against one another 
inthe manner they desired. They could not, however, 
‘oust Ahriman, as his Webway city was shielded by 
sdaemonic wards ancl heses, However in the materium Harlequins 


boas 


Even more disturbingly (for the Halequins), by M9 
word began to reach them from worlds all across the 


galaxy, of «charismatic immortal who has been us 


ing subterfuge and les in atermpts to trap Ahriman 
and his followers for some reason, It would seem this 
stranger (know often asthe voice of honesty, or some- 
times simply the messenger) wishes to breach the We 
way, asthe 

dentally, Necron raiders have been particularly active 
during the Second Age of Strife, hunting down the 
former Inguisitors ofthe old Imperium. Some claim 
they are searching for one Inquisitor in particular, 


haos sorcerer di before. Perhaps coinct 


‘The Deceiver, despite his loathing for the immaterial, 
seems to be trying to enter the Webveay somehow 


perhaps to find an advantage against his rival Ctan. dp 
perhaps simply through the desire to slay Cegorach, 

No one knows, and to second guess such ancient he 

ings isto invite madness In any case, 
of many schemes of the Deceiver’, and paled in com- 
parison to the Ophilim-Kiasoz, and the events withia, 
the Gates of Varl. Compared to the horrendous edifice 


this was only one 


of the Kiasoz, what did breaching the Webway matte? 


“Thus, the Webway has become dangerous as never be 

fore. Breached in some plac 

‘other places, the war in the Webway has led to many 
\eldari and other races’ worlds being cut off from the 

network, and generally, the Webway is not the sae, 


sand embatlled in most 


secure route itonce 


SEGTION XVII: 

THE XENOS RESURGENT: 

ALIEN EMPIRES OF THE SECOND 
AGE OF STRIFE 


© aLike 6ppottunistic vitae Fane tions,» 

empire, colletivex and confederates, 0 ong sup- 
pressed snd brutalised during the Age of Imperiam, 
Tose up once more, upon the shattering ofthe Inert 
‘unis power and authority. Asmentioned previously all 
allemls for concentrated military exdeavour on the 
part of humanity wavered and el after the Emperor's 
‘leat, and thus the xenos were free o expand and 
‘dominate a they chose, with only a divided collection 
‘of pety Imperius and local power magoatest deal 
A with, 


‘Astartes support was sporadic and infrequent, and was 
flten as damaging tothe human forces as they were to 
|. the aliens themselves, 
‘The Tau, easily the most successful ofthese Nenos 
expansionists, have already been touched upon within 
this tome. However, their realm is but one of countless 
(unused of tien communities rising doing ths dark 
\petiod, intent upon conquest, slaughter, and in many 


( Yee pengeance, 

' 

“Re Flowing ar the most important andr alee 
{ Yioftee groupe 


‘The Qorl Swarmhood 
On the (completely arbitrary) borders between the 
Segmentum Pacifeus and Obscurus, the Qual empire 

| spread out from Logi their sacred home world, into 
the punishing void This race of insectoids were vicious 

7 violently expansionist Expansion and victory 
these are the only justifications the insane race require 

‘for. theie Imperialism. A space based race, travelling in 

“ast conglomerations of conjoined micro-craft which 

link together to form colossal chainships, honeyeomb 

“truetures of lethal technologieal power and scale. 

Pe reise bea ose 

(haved fetishism for their dead ancestors, building 

“upon theie works for generations, while the undying 

| | “Siwarmqueen, the matriarch, sre and leader ofall Qorl, 

| Yolives.on, seemingly forever. 
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and over-worked by the New Deyourer, the alien. 
species took advantage, sealing human navigators % 
Grom the undefended warp shipping nthe area, Te 

Goi vic ind Ae Ibe <a 
the navigators, drugging and epntclling the mutant 
tudman strain, 


“They spread rapidly soon after, pushing their borders: 7 
foutalmost a hundred. fold during the first two decades 
‘6f.M42, However, this expansion was sporadic, and not) 
uniforin. The Qorl, fortunately, did not have an syst 

‘of astropaths to aid communication, and thus they 
‘evuldnit courdinate as easily as they could travel. 
‘However, the Qor! had an advantage in the warp. The, 
Girl thensselves were not a naturally emotive race, and 
their ships were selatively quiet’én the frothing mad- 
ness ofthe ether. Even their navigators, drugged and 
transfixed by the Qorl, could barely remember being 
human, and near mindlessly navigated the realm of) 
‘madness, numb to the warps tendrils. 


“hs even when te Emperor ied thong the warp 
in fer ter fis of churn lanacy the ol were 
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“Tae Gu eveatually began Wo micet umn worlds, whore 
tv longer had defensive ald rons heis precious | 
Insperians. The ubllant sulting fends attacked these” 
worlds eagerly Like agian ant nest, the Ql swarmed 
‘over the worlds. Winged warrir- Qiu fled the skies 4 
and scuttled actos the ground theirhigh tech yss- 
based weapons operated by ther own biology inter 
facing with the metal devices ditectly, poisoning and 
‘nurdering millions of people, as billions of coldly 

lethal Qarl descended upon these works, Heavier >) 
‘Gor descended in micro-craft unleashing the heavief 
‘weapons. Tanks and arthoured emplacements were»), ) 
Cracked open withthe ey inet canon. ang 
then the vile poison gas-based watfare of the oth 
Qt sespe into thes killing He deenders with 


Once broken by the disturbing onganised lend 
vorker-Qoel were unleashed upon the word Lie 
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“ots; all were pillaged bythe regiin@hted Bnezt — 
workers, guided by the pheromonal and hormonal 
‘orders from the unseen commander drones, Once the 
‘orbiting chainships were restocked, the workers would 
begin seizing humans. The biologically higher-ank- 
dng Qurl would have thousands of humans brought 
before tein, who they would suck dry of blood with 
their mosquito-Lke mouthparts Then, weeks late, the 
{Qbel would spray all human population centres with a 
‘kind of crimson fo, human blood merged with high- 
ly advanced Qorl pheromones. Soon, the saggern 
hhear-beoken human populace, drenched in gory phe 
‘omonal uid spray, begat to how! mindles praises to 
the Qor, or the star swarn as they beeame known, 


\ 
Hundreds upon hundreds of human worlds fell and 

‘Were turned in this way securing Qorl borders with 
|, “fanatical human scent-slaves, 


{However several ofthe petty Imperiams bordering the 
ee 


A Yrs Gir bated by human biology, led spectacular 
lyin this egard, often trying ta force wo sme gen 
sMeréd navigators to mate, or trying to find the bi 
Rib hence vo Qe perecption, feral) navigator ond 
Bisa pasting hormanes a thee navignor ithe 
pope it would produce. All these attempts failed, Thus, 
Dee tire tant on ther iuena noone, 
ho grated the a snl theo inbred navigators 
tfchange for tei safety from Qo assault a east 
Re fey pecans Sand ue pierce 
fortes tobackth and desoy the ve alien 
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3the Vorie-Teay Nation worlds 
“he Vorlc came perilously cose to being devoure 
the Tyran located as they were inthe galactic so 
Luckily for them, Keyptmann diverted the Trani) 
fleet wards Octavigs at that point, unknowingly sty- © 
ing ther ent race 


‘A feline race, they developed slay on their worlds, Gf 
Noone is sre how but ve diffrent species of Vorie 
valved, seemingly independently onthe five inbab 
iable worlds within ther system, When they sent the 
fest chemical rockets to thee fellow system words the 
culture shock was immense, and the Vorlc races (who 
had never seen the need to develop raged weapod 

ry by that point) fought lng and bloody campaigns” 
of conquest and war: However twas upon the fifth) 
world where their destin changed. The Veric upon 
this world came across some lng,crashed wrecage 
“The shifting ethereal runes slihering across every sar- 
face made the feline savages realise that this must bea 
‘ese ofthe gods tn particular the beautifl images 
ofthe the great hal serpent god became a focus of 

their worship and devotion. The sonic weapons they 
uncovered from the bodies ofthe giant primate dae: 
ton aboard, wer seen asa gif by this serpent gn, to 
defeat the enemy Vori, and take thet place amongst 
the void beyond. 
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“The Vorlie-Taar were, by M43, united under the fith 
planet. The glitering, beautifully carved and sculpted 
armour of the Vorlic was made in an attempt to em- 
ulate their gods’ ancient armout. Thus it was fully 
sealed, and the brazen suits covered the whole bodies 
‘ofthe feline warriors of Vorlic. Built nto the helms 

‘of most Vorlic troopers wasa grill, from which the 
‘built-in how! engine would pulse lethal blasts of noise 
at their foes, pulverising bones and organs, as the 
slender, venomed fighting daggers ofthe aliens hacked 
apart the survivors in brutally skillfl close combat 
‘The leaders ofthe Troops of Vorlic-Taar wielded staves 
Which fired invisible, narrow wave length beams of 
pe sound, which blasted apart even battle tanks, 


Ingeniously, the Vorlic used sonic devices to destabilise 

the structure of the chemical fuel oftheir rockets, 

| eventually developing a bizarre form of engine which 

1 allowed them to travel across the void of space much 
more quickly 


“Thas, the Brazen Cohorts of Voi the fifth, spread out 
fom their home system. Progress was painally slow, 
duc ot the lac of any FTL systems, However, a 
chance encounter with aspace hulk changed this. The 
‘Witch-princes of the 24th Cohort, upon encounter 
ing the space hulk, began to get visions fom the ether, 

{oom their ‘gods’ apparently. telling them that the bulks 
sinoved across space and time rely, allowing the Vorle 
to advance silly. Eagerly, the Cohort leet investigat- 

{  Adthe hulk, They ound docks big enough to harbour 
"their eet, and all the twisted monsters om board the 
“ship that could have killed the Voie were mysteriously 

® dulled before he Voric had arrived, Thus, in relative 
iy. the Vorle pillaged the hulk ofthe strange a 
efacts within, shipping them back tothe Vodic-Taar 
home worlds 


“These technologies allowed the Vorlic to advance be- 
{yond thei system, conquering some of the weaker 
sation dzeetly near them. The feline monsters 
uered worlds building statues of thee gd, and of 
crn 
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them. The Vorlic were arrogant and vain, in emulation 
of their master 


‘Hrod 
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“They were the Hud. 


“The Hud postess innumerable colonies, infesting 
countless worlds, both alien and human, as well as 
lucking amidships in millions of vessels aeross the 

‘galaxy. Thus, when the New Devourer slew a third of 
all life, and the doom of the Imperator claimed tril- 

tions more lives, the Hrud, though scattered and most 
certainly affected by the sudden losses of Mf, were not * 
as devastated as other races. They continued to spread = 
forth from ther pts their warp plasma weapons and 
scavenged technologies making them formidable op- 
ponents, t 
‘Odaly, however, Hrud infestations seems to get less 17" 
frequent during this period, rather than more. No one 
‘can really account for this, but many suspect that the — 
Had are abandoning their lester colonies and out 
post aif drawing together heir collective ates 
For what purpose i, again, a mystery. 


However, strangely wherever thés-cilled Pests 
Phenomena are located, most wetneses claim thatthe 

“ends were somehow helping therm. OF cours, bi 
sanity being ignorant as its key tha lersied >), ) 
humans merely mistook a Ubi ata ora Hea 94 
ce, as bth make use of shadows attack 


‘Where once whole Imperial criéadesand Astartes 
taskforces were assembled to clear out the largest 


infestations, the fractured galaxy of the Second ee ia) 
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leaguered rivals, and the few remaining interstellar 
‘Old-Imperial forces were scant and had greater con- 
ems to worry about 


"Thus, the Hud ‘empire’ was allowed to fester, and the 
Hirud were allowed to grow in numbers and power. In 
ome of the most isolated human colonies, the surface 
dwelling humans merely became cowed and insensi- 
ble horde of virtual slaves, asthe Hrud took an annual 
lithe of slaves, snatching them, and dragging them 
below; to work the mines and factories deep in the 
darkness 


{Fev beng eve eve he ges ei ote id, 
Mut those that do ate often mad of twisted, They tell of 
fet rocco inser bybaten ope ob pee 
fee of hema aggng Complex 
dingging dct and we veg ha, the 
moans of millions of broken slaves murmurs dimly 
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u-light lowing around them all Limes, Ther supple 
and multijofnted bodies make them fold like shadows 
No nook or erack s beyond their reach as the Hud 
A seute between the ght cramped spaces between 
"thei vast, Black halls, Acording to the slaves, the 
Frud possess tane libraries, led with archaic texts 
= “anid books, made from the only viable parchment ma 
«eral available: human skin, Those humans too tired to 
[continue working are truck down by venomed talons, 
“tie sent tothe whirring laying machines, deep below. 
(None othe insane witnesses these vast Hrd 
“Sfraries knew what was writen upon the endless ests, 
“though if the stories of the Hrudl perfect genetic 
»fnemores ae tr, the ibis ofthe Hrd ould well 
"be the documented history of the entire galaxy, since 
ihe creation af the Firud themselves, The Hrud have 
> sheen watching for mallennia upon millenia, What 
tod secret are they privy to? 
Z 
Soineof the most crazy and deluded escaped prison- 
‘Isimed they had witnessed the cente ofthe great 
{rad fortresses, The Hrud, surrounding a perfectly 
‘phetial black monument, their shadowy forms pros- 
before this orb, Others clair the Hrud acision- 


{ “The Hrud themselves ate shadows made flesh, a field of 
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afl, big ascites, but silent as whispers. The Fr 
Would then enter the mysterious crafts, before return 
dng some hours late, forcing the human slaves to log») 
heavy supplies of food and glinting ornaments and ar- 
tefacts onto the titanic vessels themselves, Evident, 
these deluded lunatics ae tobe believed, the Hrud ac 
supplying, and aiding, another, as yet unknown race, 
race potentially yet to reveal its hand. a 


‘Whoever the Frid worship, and whatever relationship 
they have to the outside univers, this much is ‘ 
abundantly clear: 


‘The Hrud are ready. The Hrud are waiting 


‘The Thexian Trade Empire 
“The Thexian Trade Empire began small, encompassing 
the Borlac, Niscassar and Loastl civilisations in their 

het of interstellar trade. These civilisations prospered 

and grew, the security of being part of a geeater whole 
stimulating greater inter-racal exchange and trade 

Fear ofthe human Imperium initially drove them 
together then fear of the New Devourer pushed sev- 

ceral more races towards allianer, ineluding the wa- 
ler-beeathing Actorian the Nekuli, the Soldiers of the 
Drong War-Faith, and even the grand Oppressionaia 

‘of KeVallimar,a group of almost mindless, serpentine’ | 
aliens, entirely ruled by a single group of ve individu 
als, who were each oppressed emotionally and concep 
tually by their fellow leader minds, thus ensuring total, ® 
blessed oppression, - 


Initially, this grouping was due to mutual fear, rather 
than common cause, and the profit ofthe Empire. = 
sank slightly in the early years, directly post-Impera-_” 
tor-death, Eventually though, through the manipula. 
tion and subterfuge of the Thexian elite, the rulers of 
‘Thes Prime, and tnollicial leaders of the entie Trade 
Empire, 


efor be Testa le aoteamongpt the Thessaly = 
thease Wat dking They werecontaed oice| PPD) 
ey 


Se borage Cole 

Tog bate monsters Neverthdes the estan Elle 
faledThex Pine near perfec and thelr mantra 
Fis wis nly ended pon thc enn el ci 
fal, Arison transpire, thea ge of these 
Tics wat nly a laour hata the bat athe 
ue form. Th Thexlan Hite infrated the command 
Gettoos ofl tae rade expire ember rations, 
fing onthe shape of hater ac he oughtto 
dead Thus they apt the peace beten the nation 
clans 


‘nce the watchful sinister gaze ofthe te, the Em 
irc ws delving ight More and more rea 

(Ci beeen vo joint Thera The mos notable and eager 

Wot these new Fees Were thei hatng Taleb 

tho intially began trading withthe Actriang who 

("iss developed anartiiil getatontecnigu allow 
ig the replias Tale t bolster hei vinling 

urbbers with Boi aeeletaid new Tallerans 


Te trol-lke Grongolem smiths were another rac6 to 
‘eventually join, commissioned by the Empire to pro- 
duce ships, factories and commercial/Aghting vehicles 
‘of the finest quality 


Solel geese cf crate had spread el 
gfe seus tied craloe, wl aM 
pei, scout galactic noch cu. eee, 

ota Thain Fe would come nt conf! lh 

Si frc, the Empire The Nita yer 

S ( Make fcc nie pire by Mat, and by. 

decree tty icra Hawes te 

(/ Thestns io had mie ay amongst the mac 

} “ec lcs nana ihe 
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two aehiosempites, with Aun Tale decrying the 
“theslans as slish abusers ofthe disadvantaged! Ths, 
"of couse, was true (a the Thexian Elite adopted a pol- 
fey of survival the abe), bu this was tthe 
seal reason for T'au antagonism. The Thexians offered 
‘nother route, an option other than the Greater Good, 
|S Whlle the pety Imperius feed nothing but ye 
» anny and genocide of xenos, Thesans oflered a viable 
alferatve. The Tau could not accept this. Te nal 
Ste eae tn 895.M45, when a Thexin plot natal 
Shed eidito Tian society was uncovered: War 


is declared within the year. 


“au military machine, by that point, was awe in- 
s advancement and power asithad been ~ 
* 


: Mio ct Xe 
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LA ER 
‘lowed to develop ifthe abse 
since the fll ofthe Emperor's realm, and the hide 
chaos that engulfed the galaxy. While the T'au had a 
dedicated army for their empire, the Thexian system)» ) 


being based around trade and commerce, used its Y 


wealth and power to bring in vast forces of mercenar= 
tes from across the galaxy 


“The Forces employed by the Thexian Elite were diverse. 
and numerous, Ulthian bone-eaters, horrific, non-bu 
rmanoid beasts, paid in the bones of T'au children. 
Nestrinian acid Falgars, strange gaseous creatures, © << 
contained inside advanced humanoid fighting suits. OF 


‘course, Nekulli war parties, Loaxt! warriors, and whole 


‘Churches of Drong War-monks ofthe war-faith, sing 
ing praises to their gods of battle as they killed with, 
their holy shatter canons, were enticed int the war, 
for their people were already part of the Trade empire, 
Inaddition to these, whole battalions of Seef Soldiers 
‘were purchased from far flung Krieg. Backbone to 
these vast forces of mercenaries, were the Tallerian 
Soldiers, which had become. vast and professional 
army, loyal to the Actorians, who were in turn, Loyal to 
the Thesian Elite. These armies either equipped them- 
selves or were equipped by the Grongolem, and were 
‘eager for slaughter and profi 

& 
‘Arrayed against them were over seventeen fiftieth soo) 
sphere expedition lets of Tau, commanded by 
‘Commander Moonblade,an infamous commander, 
‘known to be brutal amongst the T’u, offering worlds 
the choice of death or conversion tothe greater good, 
and giving worlds only a few hours to choose, before 
bombing and invading soon after. Massive numbers ~_ 
‘of Vespid stingwings, several Demiurg brotherhoods, ~ 
‘Gué Vesa and Hu'Sta armies ofhuman subjects, and 
the League of the Avan, strange, translucent aliens with 
advanced laser technology, formed additional auxiliary 
‘wings ofthis vast force f 
Kroot, as ever, hired themselves out to both sides *.» 
luring the confit, much to the annoyance ofthe Ts 


“The situation inthe far galactic eas in the wake o 
the New Devourer, was particularly bad. Where th 
caster fringe was once teeming with lif, now fout 
of very ve revs nab word eee 
barren husks. Ofte, itwas upon these husks, that th 

2 


‘Ta were fought. Anstey wer body, 
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‘offered, and terible things were dane byboth sides. mullenniuns, and elaimed billions of lives (especially 


Biological warfare, orbital assaults, re Bombings, su when te noisome Reekjoned the war onthe Thexih 
clear weapons, viruses and retroviruses; all were used ite side), before the Thexian Trade Empire and Tau 


atsome point, in addition to conventional warfare. Erp agreed toa demilitarised area of space between} 
Massive alien fleets tussled in the void, as armies of aloes fs — 


them, which they were forbidden to cross, 
rulitudes of aliens battled fiercely across balls of rock. 

‘The Tau fought with the bitterness ofa child inher- | 
iting a ruined legacy, and the Thexian side fought for 


‘greed and reckless, murderous pride, Due tothe small 


“This peace, however, was meaningless, In the Second 
Age of Strife, peace was, at best miscalculation, and at 
amount of humans involvedvdirectly in the war, the Worst a blatant lie, Unemployed mercenaries continued 
Petty Imperiums bately realise how massive the Thex- to murder and pillage post-war. Blood and pain are the 
4an-T'au war truly was Ilasted until wel nto the 46th only currency that truly mean anything in this period. 


SEGTION XIX: 

THE FIST GLENGHES: 
STRONGHOLDS OF 
THE SONS OF OORN 


a 
aS 


tase words, bellowed by Chapter Master Lastraes, 
‘ashe battled the daemon tide on Terra, 


‘When the Emperor fll and the Custodes abandoned 
“Terra for reasons unknowa, the garrison of Imperial 
Fists led the desperate counterattack against the dac- 
‘mons which poured forth from the shattered Golden 
“Throne. Their disciplined gun lines and defensive for- 
‘ations carefully and calmly pumped boler shell ater 

|) bolter shell nto the onrushing horde, as they led the 

| Arhitesand Terran Imperial Guard of a last, doomed 
‘charge on the Imperial palace. The vast galleries and 
‘corridors within the palace ran lid with daemon 

| esence, and they were asslled at every tur by gibber 

Ving clerks and adept, driven wild with fright oF coe- 
“ruption. These were gunned down ll the same asthe 

|, nperial Fist contingent pushed onwards 


(The throne had connected into the deep warp and 
“ence, a they neared the throne rom, olde, ouler 

© daemons spied into reality: Daemons that had never 
ech manifes before. Tends and cong, maddening 

pes forced themselves through the very fabri f the 

sir caring marines fom thei let to their doors, oF 

toting guardamen where they stood. However, the 

[Aster never faltered, never Noundered, but pushed 
“onwards, singing his win thunder hamnmers with 

~ fais abandon, 


‘Their Primarch had built the palace defences, and 
they made it difficult fr the Imperial Fists to enter the 
palace Ironically the Fists had made a fortress so well, 

+ even they couldat get through properly. 


Sethe Fits hud enced in thelr obectv, They had 
"eset ple Tee psn 


allowing scores of vessels to fee from the doomed 


aS battle, hawever, was never about victory. 
1 Hm word Amongst the esing humana sige 


Mtropea Fat Neophyte went swell 


ie 
BS cing rt rei 


from hell, the neophyte carried a message from 
his master, a final order, that would change the history 
 Astartes of Dorn for the next ten thousand years, 


Id this neophyte to travel across the galaxy, to ev- 
¢& Fistor Iron Lord or other marines af Dorn, 


dngvand to fell then to dig in, to fortify: He ~ 
hs i 5: Sore 


- “mage Gna ERA RG 
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Imperial Fist, statoned lf orld, and ta oh 
ease 


Across the Imperium, even ast began to truly shatter, © 
the InperialFsts an thir auecenors mae goo on 
theirordrs. Hees diverted themselves tothe nearest) 
defensible planets or stayed put upon planets recenlly ~ 
taken back from heretics and rebels Here, they began 
to fortify each ofthese worlds. In some eases, Templar 
Chapter houses already existed, and the Black Tem- 
plas stationed there welcomed their founding Chapter 
‘brethren with open ars and together, they built upon 
these fortresses, and out into the wider world. In other) 
cass, the Imperial Fist had to find the central palace, 
‘ofa world, and demand to fortify it Dom’ Astartes 
‘began to increase orbital defences, and helped worlds 
found weapon factories and build bunkers, and to 

toughen the steuctures of buildings currenly standing 
upon the worlds 


‘Any Imperial Navy vessels or Fist ships damaged be- 
{yond repair were stripped down, and their guns and 
[munition stockpiles were cannibalized, and great 
orbital guns were built into the surface ofthese prow 

ing Imperial Fist Fortress Worlds The gutted hulks of ® 
the vessels were converted inta space stations, stocking’ 
auditional fighter craft and bombers inthe event they 
would be required, Ae 


é 
Supply lines and logistical support were installed-and A) 
made incredibly efficient by the allied Fist chapersp. 
Food was secured to feed the populace ofthese world 
either from the agricultural areas of worlds, by secur= 
ing off world ag-faciles or reating underground 
atl eco-systems, deep beneath the ayers of 
armour and ste, which began to cover these worlds) 
Every building was convert nto potential defense 
structure, with angled geometry to allow overlapping 
acs of fir, and maximum avenues of asaut, Killing 

ones were sublly crafted, disguised as town squares 
or dtches Buskers and trench systems wer pil 
installed, and rationing was pul into immediate ef 


of contact withthe wider Inperiiin, and the nea Fag 
‘stant xenos and chaotic attacks and raids, With the » 
inert hereto eld yeep) 
Gdence bolster, and aiged their sypethuman allies” 

SION ee) 


an average of 60% on many of these worlds, with oe % 
-teterve PDF forces and militias composed of more 
than half of the entire world population of many of the 
‘worlds in question, 


“The most famous and effective ofthese Fortress worlds 
‘vas Nu Marsus, Nu Marsus was an embattled Imperial 
world, even by early M42, besieged as it was by Heli- 
«avur Ravagers,a bizarre species of metal-fanged xe 
‘|. nos monsters. Captain Huu, ofthe Imperial Fists 4th 
| Company, eda strike force of Imperial Fists against 
these aliens, and drave them off Asa happy coinci- 
© dence, a Templars Chapter house was located upon the 
“surface, which had aided inthe defeat ofthe foe, The 

wa forces of marines met up with each other, swap- 
ping stories, as they performed the strange, masochis- 
tic rituals ofthe Dorn Successors 


When the astronomicon went out, and warp storms 
“began to buckle and fae across the entice galaxy, 
"ling almost al astropaths, the Space marines found 
themselves stranded. Unlike other space marine forces, 
ty dda ter off to assault the nearest foe. The Tem- 
jplars amongst them wished to, but the lsperial Fists 
persuaded them to stay put for the time being 


-Eyentually, word came, va sporadic reinforcement 
froma injured or lost Inperial Fist Chapter serfs, that 
thelr orders were to dig in anyway, and thus, Huun 
threw himself whole-heartedly into frtifying the plan- 
Like the other Fists at mentioned above, he crafed 
| “efclest and efective orbital defences, bul up the 
| orbital batteries. He placed his let and the systems 
‘ows defence let on constant parol around the sytem 
WisGbridaries, atways within vox contact of Nu Mars, 
The Goermor of Maas app o help the Asta 
aid with is governments cooperation, s00n every 
{Yeu ecame a fortress, and the people eager to help, 
2 Yok up ars and mai oes 
(Ppt imal strike force’ techinarne set to work, gud 
the industrial sector ofthe planet to increase pro- 
ction of arms, armour and munitions, in addition to 
Degen Salpe: Aldo, be tnatrtel eae aol 
ow Yo produce bolter shells (discreetly remembering 
to.no tell them how to podice holy bots, fr they 
(jeter the Astarts alone), The PDF of the plane, the 
a, were bill up and extensively drilled by their 


Ber es wielded sgn ae 


dn ss, they could. Ranks ee Le Le 


Ta Laos ni aa ald es 


Bie er ent ed econo 
Fone freto Be ehoned wil Tees 
Tempel tenant dalton tap 
felon fro onde col io 
‘command of several squads of Faleina, ar took com- 
mand of artillery divisions or armour squadrons, andl | 
hence disseminated their massive siege experience to, 1) 
then Whe the Ata pect, Gover 
ol Tele Cithocmc en rR 
lien lament ofthe poplin es 


Hiaun, scavenging the generators fom several of the 
ost damaged and ireparable ships, converted th 
starship shields into city-wide force ies, which were 
installed on almost every city, much tothe gratitude 
‘ofthe human populace ‘The thirty Black Templars 

Jefe upon the world remained slightly aloof from the 
‘humans, and maintained thee squad formations, H- 
ver, they did submit to Huunis overall leadership, and 
theie thousand. strong force of Chaplce Sects were stil 
‘highly trained and well equipped to defend their keep. 


‘Thus, Nu Marsus was fortified, And, just like all the 
other Fist Stronghold, it was tobe tested very soon 


y 


aftr. ont 


‘The Petty Imperium of the Afon was ruled by Aton. 
‘vain and foolish man, Unfortunately, his vanity allowed" 
him to become possessed by a daemon of Slannesh 
“Thus, his entire imperium was taken over, and the 
worship of dark gods began in the Atonian Imperian..” 
“The daemon-Aton decided that, in order to christen | 
hhisnew empire of sity worlds, he would baptise itn 
blood The blood of Nu Marsus to be precise. 


His flets penetrated the outer system in 222.MA3, For 
weeks, Huns Imperial Fist let harasted and harried ©») 
the post-Imperial fleet as it travelled towards Nu Marl 
snap and png doves Aas |) 
and supply ships, before fleeting back into the out 

system, 


tors main bate fleet consisted of single battles 
‘over eight cruisers, and many escorts. By the time 
reached Nu Marsus, he bad si cruisers, and much” 


_fewer escorts, not to mention Fewer log 
= SSCS oe 


: 


cette Alor dead Seat Thi 
)) sable teet smashed into the densely-packed orbital 
stations and defences erected in orbit, Hollowed out 
wrecks formed crude carrier vessels, unleashing hun- 
dreds upon hundreds of fighters, bombers and thunder 
hawks atthe enemy force, as monitor vessels opened 
up upon the fleet, as well asthe already in place laser 
orbital, and the long range torpedo silos built into the 
planet ise, Another cruiser was blasted apart, as well 
) astwo more escorts 


(“people of Nu Marsus, inspired by their marine bene- 


“the bombardments lasted for three days, In that time, 
nly one shield failed. The unfortunate ity was blasted 
tho ery ruins within a few minutes, the lives of ver 

Bp seven milion people anffed out asf nothing. The cty 
[of shar was no more, et, the defence ser reaped a 
> see angst orig et. 


: Wer the rest of Nu Marsus was unbowed. 


“thts, as soon as possible, Aton sent his massive aum- 
rs oft00p ships olan upon the surface. The 
Xenenty landed wit almost loses, as they landed 
Bee the rls of Shogun which bo longer any AA 
ries to combat them 


army was vast, numbering almost 60 million 

ypers, with attendant armour and chimera trans- 
Great banners were unfurled, bearing the cursed 

of Slannesh, crudely painted over the aqui 
ees groped and eavorted amongst the ranks 


he be giant, ude SST 


REE RESIS 
"au lose eorhdabnnet aly 


ous evil majesty. 


‘The army headed, with all speed, towards the capital» 
Sherivar. If Aton could break the centre of Imperial 
Fist power the planet would be his. 8, 


‘Arillery rained fie and explosives upon the cty fon SA 
two fll days, before the army charged the fortress. 
Lascannons fred and speared acroas avenues, Boles 
fred and auto guns barked, as weapons dichargedl 
ctis-coasing, confusing arc. Tanks rumbled Used 
the streets, only to be blown up by concealed missle 0) 
teams, who were in turn burat out by hellhonds, oF. =) 
lied by heavy cannons destroying their buildings p> 
Imperial Fists were present at every gun line bari 
orders, which had been dried into every human on 

the plane or years, the concentited and disciplined 
firepower driving back wave afer murderous wave of 
soldiers. Armour battalions lashed in the narrow ave! 
niesand wider parks, etchanging devastating barrages 

of high explosive amnianition, 


“The thirty Templars were out in the action, every single 
coe wearing a fmp pac. Like anges of doc, they 4 
darted from ill zone to kill zane, striking viciously © 

whezever ordered to by Hus. Their its, 
hammers picks axes and whirring chain Blades cut EL 
boody swathes through the twisted ranks ofthe fille 
post-mperil trooper, 


and switly 


“The Trenches throughout the city wete bloody killing 
grounds, where troopers nd feral things tse in the” 
bod and grate of already dead soldiers. Iwas work 

for knives, cab and henry blades, and shoigns, 4) 
the foes were joined in epic conflict Haun travelled i 
his Land Raider storming ofto every battle he could» 

find across the cy, him an his erminators charging 

ffom the bowels of his chariot vehicle and ripping, 
spss whi ighing chavs eine 
‘sult smashed pat hs fos with amend 

and grat ter shields an 
“The Falcina fought bravely and fecely their bil 

bloody with the terrible tll they reaped amongst 
traitorous foes, The barely armed mits fought at } 
Sule ing the bllmen the een Su 


surround them. All had curses ar ther lips, saad CS 


BENS 


Githin poe gee 
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“The Chapter house was a blazing clftrnel house as th 
servtor-controlled bi-pod las and auto cannons fred 
almost constantly, while defiant Black Templar serfs 
‘manned the walls and windows ofthe fortes, pouring 
bolter and as rounds into the braying, crazed hordes 
It yas said that, as the gate was battered dows, and the 
‘enemy threatened to storm the building, the senior 
‘Chapter Sef, earful of falling is superhuman mas- 
ters, took up one of the marine power swords, and ran 
)tadefend the gate. Though the blade was a mere short 
sword to'a marine, he wielded it ike some great daw 
blechanded barbarian sword, howling Templar oaths 
ashe cut dawn his oes, Though only a serf, the Senior 
Serf was modified and strong, trained to the peak level 
| of mortal buman strength and speed, and he smote bis 
foes terible blows for hours upon hours, he eld the 
‘le. 


( 


Sergeant Blant walked around the city i a defiant state 
| of good cheer His insane jy at battle was the stuf of 
ends He was sad to have been juggling swords and 
blades ashe sang tthe top of his lungs to be heard 
‘over the din of battle, ashe cackled with laughter, op- 
‘ping of limbs and heads with dismissive blows of his 
troadsword, At one point, he was sid to have even 
‘been playing his willeann pipesin onc hand, while he 
fired his blter from the hip in the other band. 


J shes was ody and rt and ted forall 
week, The siege was broken, however, as Huuris leet, 
returned, and assaulted the Aton-devils let. Caught 
Between the orbital defences and this new fleet, the 
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“Atonian fleet haf fle into the 


bombardment fell upon the ruins, and Aton army was) 
no more, 5 
Hun and his marines remained on the planet for the 
rest ofthe period, ever fortifying and reinforcing the 
defences of the planet, fighting off alien tyrants and 
devilish monsters, nearly every year. These wars were 


fierce, murderous and terrible, and soon the good 
cheer ofthe defenders became sombre dour determi 
nation and grit. The story was similar across all the >» 
Imperial Fist strongholds. As they closed their fists, 7 
the Imperial Fists hardened their hearts, and sealed 
themselves from the galaxy, fighting anyone who even, 
‘entered their systems, until the galaxy abandoned 

them entirely. The galaxy shattered, and the Age of 
Strife flared into horrific life. 


Adal the while, the biter, hard-nosed Fists of Dorn 
just dug themselves in, deeper and deeper. Bloodied, 
battered dd, but unbowed: these were the Fist 
Unboved, but blind and fie in ther defence, for, ad 
they suspected, they held out for nothing. No hep, 

to relief, would ever come, They would remain, en- 7 
trenched on their muddy, barbed wire swathed forteess 
worlds forever. Even the inane cheerfulness of ma- 
tines ike Blant wouldst change this simple, depressing ® 


fact tt 
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SEGTION XX: 
THE HAMMER SHATTERED: 
THE IMPERIAL GUARD 


= PeeT 
1e Imperium fell, and with it fll the Mites 
ey, a countles other galactic ofgaslotins THEY 
all umbled oto the oid and he horror like everyone 
thie, Admnistratum clerks continued their mindless 
A fling reports end signing cient thal og one 
snl ever sc Betis there Wotkds were ct 
from one anther, communication was slio cu ke 
inde across vox wit, Feet dlspostlans ai ship 
toasts were lost, mafled, or ent o other accoubt- 
fg facies, on other wot bd lost forever inthe 
Ft ot cid 


‘Central authority took a sharp decline, until any hope 
‘of contacting superiors became pointless. Vast Crusade 
| Meets of soldiers and vessels gradually lost contact with 
> any other authorities. Without logistical support fram 

forge worlds and agr-planels, crusades ground toa 
(halt, or carried on regardless, thei soldiers and toop- 

‘fs starving asthe grueling crusades wore on, The foes 
| grew more numerous, andthe natives of planets more 
| hostile. Some Crusades, like the Nihilus Crusade, 


the chief Cardinal, were butchered, and the various 


‘utterly collapsed, as the Imperial Guard and much of 
( fitinl aa begas to stn acrons ever sip in the 
{et rioting over food rationing, which had reached 

sickening levels, The Lord general, Admiral, and even 

a { $hips of the crusade fleet, each taken over by rival fac- 
+ tions, fought with eachother ina violent and pointless 
{al ater the planet of Riot the wreckage 
fom this colossal battle raining upon the planet with 
fiery contri of shattered ships. 


‘Bc crusade woul fd that te various Tmper- 
BA Sstyords they encountered didnot recognte thee 
A Pty, would atlempe to resist the landing and 
) respeling of cruside ships, More often than-not these 
BoM ade ets would end up batting the words ina 
| > “Submision, and taking what they needed, often send 
Gg nperia Gun forces down fo canque the 
RUittepersonally the enemies ofthe caida thus 
i Be sre tent or betta 
| escrito evans pay npn 


tthe crusade fleets inevitably tespassed within, 


; ng yet more wars. Crusades, who had precious 
“few resources to begin with, swilly ran low, and were 
> ofc defeated. By M46, most major Imperial Cru- 


depleted and battered, were no longer effective, 
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‘only single vessels emerged from the ether, their c 
either mad or ulterly broken. 


“The Countless thousands of Imperial Guard regiments 
were scattered actoss the entire Imperium, Often 
shattered into brigades or single regiments, these few 
remaining Imperial Goard often numbered in the 
thousands or even, in some extreme cases, millions 
Some were lel stranded on previously conquered wat 
‘ones. These men ether tied to found colonies, hired 
themselves out as mercenaries for local tribal warfare 


‘or were massacred by the human and non-human 

natives, Other, more fortunate dispossessed Imperial») 

‘Guard units and squads had access to troopships or. 7” 

had seized a naval vessel by force In various states of 

disrepai, these Imperial Guard “iregulars' and rogues 

traveled through the galaxy, using short warp jumps to, 

avoid too much danger to their decrepit vessels. Some, 

like the remnants ofthe 343ed Terrax Guard, led by 

‘Colonel Harsterbeck, managed to find employment by 

joining one ofthe Petty Imperiums they came scrass. 

In the case ofthe 343rd, it was the Ophelian Imperius. ~ 

“These Guardsmen and professional soldiers were used 

as garrison forces fr these Post-Imperial settlements 

and also were used to train and drill the new armies 

fof the Petty Imperius, instilling some measure of 91 

‘expertise and experience into these previously merely) 

PDF groups. ° 
group: a) 


‘Some, like the Harakoni Warhawks and Elysian Drop... 
‘Troops, refused to compromise their integrity, and 
‘remained in their own uniforms and maintained thelr” 
‘own traditions. Nevertheless, in a hostile galaxy, even) 
Merete were xed Roe ee ers eve 
‘groups. It is claimed that somewhere within the Seg- 
mentum Pacificus a group of soldiers, from various dif- 
ferent Imperial Guard regiments, have been gathering 
ecu os sedege na oo elt MA 
srgualnnga etal hgscre ves et er So ONO 
fete foobar oer 
atone ay Wal peat Mle 
them Ustrtantely hey née eal 
hoo os ae Hee ieee 
aro ete eel aaah ee 
‘enemy, and slaughlering citizens of countless Petty 
Inpro wouter npr) 
abe tmperium > 
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‘Around the systems near to Armiagéddoris the SosTar 
Chem Dogs, who were fighting on many worlds, man= 
aged to not only survive the misery of the loss of the 

Imperium, but in fact flourished and festeted, as lice 


and other such vermin such as them have a special skill 
for They formed an unolficial black market, dealing in 
vile narcotics and other illicit substances, cooperating 
With the equally devious and immoral Ratings. The 
Savlars had no real interest in defending the worlds 

‘of humanity: Instead, as worlds desperately fought 

‘ll foes and became poverty-stricken and vulnerable, 
Savlar drug cartels and protection rackels sprang up 
‘on underhive streets and slum-zones across hundreds 


> 


Using their military taining to beat the competition 
any cases. They were also notorious gun runners ind 
arms dealers, selling weapons to both sides in wars, 
profiting from others’ misery: 

Though Savlar, their home world, was caught up in the 
terrible effects of the Ophilim Kiasoz, the Savlar Chem 
Dogs managed to continue on their horrid litle lives 


Of the worlds which spayed the various Imperial 
Guard Regiments, they faced a problem. Many of the 
best Imperial Guard worlds ike Catachan and Krieg, 
were focused around providing soldiers forthe Im. 
perium. With nowhere to export these soldiers, their 
populations grew enormously. Their soldiers needed to 
be utilised, and used to help keep their planets safe 


Each took a diferent approach to this, The Gover: 
‘nor-General of Catachan wisely formed a close allt- 
ance with Ryza. In exchange for ships and weapons, 
Catachan gave Ryza large numbers of quality fighters 
to supplement its Skitaris, who were few in numbers, 
comparatively. Ths alliance allowed them to secure a 
wide area, and defend it from all comers, even mighty 
Huronis Chaos Imperium, 


Krieg, as mentioned before, turned its soldiers into 
commodities, and exported them across the galaxy, 
Some Guard worlds joined Petty Imperiums, and used 
their unused soldier tithe to boost the defences of these 
post-Imperial empires 


In some rare cases, Imperial Guard home worlds had 
mini Empires oftheir own to begin with, before the 
Second Age of Strife, sch as Tallarn. Tallarn used its 
Wealth and massive arnsies to expand their lands, and 
formed a petty Imperium of their own, 


closely with 
the ballad of Armageddon, and thus shall be explained 
there, not here 


Of the Steel Legions... their story link 


In the Period of Woe, this Second Age of Strife, where 
war and domination is currency, the Imperial Guat 
the second best fighting force inal the old Imperitni 
were incredibly valuable. Whoever had the most gung, 
had the power. Whoever had the power would survive, 
‘This was the depressing torturous cteed ofthe SIs 


Millennium, 


SEGTION XXI: 
THE PSYGHIG APOGALYPSE, THE 
GLAGK SHIPS, AND THE NEX 


3 eT 
The Death of Risa males 
‘existence itself, more so than any living being could 
fully comprehend. When the Emperor’ heart was 
picrced by that mos folish of traitors, his soul, sete 
tered and insane, burst apart flinging itself into the 
swirling maelstrom. The Warp washed into reality in 
tidal lood, killing Terra. Similarly, reality, to certain 
‘extent, washed into the warp. The great edifice, the link 
to the Webway forged by the Imperator, was smashed 
from its moorings in reality, and floundered in the 
‘A. madness sea. The living mesh that was the Webway 
\wrthed and convulsed, as the strand of reality tumbled 
Unrough the warp. We shall come to this late. 


“The deepest depths ofthe warp were disturbed, and 
) Piorees beyond reckoning oF sanity strove for the sur- 
fice of their inverted emotion spherical realm. They 
‘hurt the surface, turning inwards, and shattering like 
las, as they envied and giggled and felt emotions 
only the most incomprehensible of xenas ever felt. A 
_ great blanketing numbness flooding inwards, spilling 
*y outwards ait pushed in parallel tothe madness. Grin 
Sanity spread like a glass plat, sliding over a churning 
‘mad sea It was shattered in places, or melted, or any 
‘numberof futile analogies. The Star Father was rous- 
ing, and the ‘war /migration/exodus, began in earnest. 


_Ttwould be uterly impossible to explain what was hap- 
‘pening in the warp accurately, thus T must drift into 
* colourful analogy to continue 


ARemITee realndbot erhoe trom tbe living rote: 
fests of Nurgle to the churning bras forges ofthe Lord 
(ot Rage a greater wall sold and blank, was grind 
‘ng, pushing aside the demonic realms like a plough 
through snow. The erystal maze of Teeentch was 
|") shattered and ground to dust, then reformed, and was 
"shattered anew: The rings of Slaanesh’sinferno were 
) breached, asthe faceless, blade-winged angyls ofthe 
© Star Father spread forth, one with the wall, yet apart 


' 
co 
| 


tla, Khorme could take no mor. A yoice that could 
fe totineat revunded across the enc sel of 
ilo pinging mountains nto lava lake, and pl 

A estieYaecion ees and dev spat. Tey cllto 
Ihe rose fom the Sl Throne black ord of 
tir ltched in his at aon 


Dillon daemons arose with him, fom blood= 


SATE SATE FS 


“wala abode shane 


oat Ce 


horrors. Legions of daemon princes, a, 
‘daemon-mail and blades of lethal effect, marched un- 
der banners of slaughtered skin and bloodied flesh, 


Khorne himself besieged the great silver wall, pound= 
ing it with every weapon and devil he could. The wall Y 
constantly shattered, yet merely split into innumerable 

‘grinding walls, which ensnared the Blood God, who 
howled in frustration. The mindless Skarbrand dueled | 
the Dominion itself, Maleador-angyl, Infinite energies 
flowed across the beings, as fire fought light, and 
bloody blade clashed with burnished nightmare-stee, 


Ad 


“The walls continued, smashing aside even the formless) 
waste, spearing through like a thunderbolt. Tzeenteh, 
using every trick and scheme and power, misdirected: 

and deceived the walls, splitting them and dividing 

them, as he hastily made alliances and dark pacts 

With his brothers and sisters. Guided by the babbling 
predictions ofthe Fateweaver, Tzeentch tricked and 
tracked the infinite enemy, and guided his enemy-allies 
against this tue threat. The great game took on a ne 

face. 


Nurgle, advised by his brother, cast a bile-filed conta” 
sion, which tarnished the silver bastions and allowed 
plague bearers and eapering daemonettes to wriggle | 
within the tructre.Tnnumerale devi and monsters 
dueled the blank beings which glowed within, form= 
less yet mighty and bleak Nurgl, empowered by the © ) 
despair ofthe losing bat, surged forth resplendent 
and powerful. A morass of stinking flesh and foulnest”™ 
formed his bulk, and he sprouted rotten forests of de- 
cay in his sug-like wake, as he drew forth his cauldron 
to personally pour its contents down the sou! father's 
throat. 


4 


He boiled the silver wall aside, as his corruptive n=) 
fluence plunged through, ito the Star Realm. Likea, ” 
billion universes, stars and tranquil evening skies filed» 
the bastion in all directions, and Nurgle himself had 

form ridge corapion just ors th expan") 
‘And there, tthe centre ofthe spiral, stood the Star 

Father, meet 
‘A thousand miles tal, the colossus glowed a blind 5 
gold, and where his burning golden stare landed, 

corruption could not flourish, chaos becaine ai 
osenipecsias ee nde the g 


the Star Father, unthinking, unfeliaig Orie by one, te 
‘great being plucked them up, and broke them. He had 
fo face, just titanic golden erown, which enclosed his 
head, and blazed with internal fie, 


Nargle, undaunted, ploughed forth, like a living tide of 
filth. The blades of the Father smashed the daemon 
thing tothe ground, and Nurgle’ corrupted blades just 
held back the merciless force of the Star Father, Then, 
something even the Grandfather of Disease coulda't 
predict, occurred. Upon pinions of flayed and stagnant 
flesh, the angel of despair, Isha herself, appeared. Weig- 
‘ling ree of her chains, the Goddess wailed, howling 
in agony and misery Mickering tears of despair rattling 
against the Order God's impregnable armour. Over the 
‘lernity of imprisonment, she was quite insane, and 
such was Nurgle influence, that she was bound to him 
‘eternally in a marriage of abomination, He, the Star 
Father, paused, his voicea deep rumble, as glacial ice 


lover racks: 


"OBEY!" he bawled, swatting Isha aside 


However, her intent was never to defeat him. Her fre 
dom had attracted another being that lusted after her 
‘essence. Suddenly a dozen singing blades sank into 
the Armour ofthe Star Father, as the Prince of Plea 
sure, She Who Thirst, slithered upwards to engage the 
sponster. The Father wrestled the heinous goddess-god, 
‘veriom, fire and blades darting and twisting beneath 
and above the combat, as god faced god. Nurgle be 
‘came a yast swamp, ensnaring the titanic legs ofthe 
Star Father, with sucking, demonic mud. 


Angyls poured from the walls and roofs, a the sight of 
the Star Father in distress, echoing him utterly, as they 
plunged into combat. Daemons wriggle from be 
tween the toes and talons ofthe batting chaos gods, 
fitercepting the glowing beings, engaging in epic con- 
th. 


“The bastions advanced and retreated, as the other 
realms plunged over each other like tides on a beach, 
‘coming from all angles at once, 


‘The three gods wrestled, but the Stat Father was the 
‘tronger, and he beat them back, his voice @thunder- 
‘out gale, as he cursed and bellowed at the hated foes, 
Whispers and confusing illusions assailed the Star 
alfler-and saved Slaanesh and Nurgl, as Tzeentchy 


ies ae re 
G ‘Worked his lusions and ee ee ae 
Orde, However, amasingly, the Sar Father a bis 
Angyl fought back ll dheae endless foes, Thee gold 
lve ight was 5 torch wo hay an burt and 
Aeicted the dacrnons frei ingig them back- 
ads filling ther hearts withthe dread of Order. 


However as they faltered, the final od descended 
Smashing through the crystal oof ofthe bastions, 
Khorne leapt into the Star Realm, His rst strike struck 

| the helm of the Sta Father, dealing him a deathly blow 
and staggering the confused god. The second furry of 
blows were parred desperately by the daming golden 
blade of the Star Father, The five gods exchanged and 

| traded blows for etrnities upon eternitis, destrcying 

realms, only to emake them within instants. Daemons 

» el Angyls wailed and bitterly fought, as they were 
plunged into oblivion again and again 

7) However, this war was one thing the Star Father could 

| not control it was chaotic. The chaos unleashed upon 
| everything and everybody within the realm of the 

‘yaep fought to the Primordial Anaubilator’ strengths 

“Chios drove back onder, andthe Order God was cast 
‘down, Yet, such was his power, he could not be ban- 
Jshed as daemons and spirits could be, He became a 
fixed, dreadful point in the ever- mad seas of souls 


, 


cours, this account above is merely an analogy, for 
‘the churning storm of abomination, which rippled 
Uheoughout the warp, in all directions and chronolo- 
tics, defies description and explanation. It snatched 
“aviay the souls of almost all Astropaths, dragging them 
1) ne ‘the bodies of Angyls, to fight the incomprehensi- 
pio rasan etic er 
ion of utter lunacy, destroying any vessels travelling 
jepthmeh howe routs Only the shallows ofthe warp 


, 
; J oft lack ships many separate rgedies befell 
: 


© ew: The Blick Ship, esl deste to sounding 

De peers ad transporting tie to Tera, weremud- 

Sains iolete athe Astronamiconspitered 
Fc Sbuse of yeas utili was nothing, Then 

() aan ‘into hell, and madness took hold of the 


Black Ships, crammed with psykers, that were 
to enter the warp, suddenly were forced to pull 


aT 6 
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‘became betalmeéd: trapped in nde: fe ea 
thom anywhere Trapped in reality, payker, drive 
ian and eenpowercby the carne war ngs OGM 
thee restraints al cell The grim dark halls of the. 
puyker ships becxin battlegrounds, where cold-hetrt © 
fd Storm Troopers and Sororitns engaged the gibber2 
ing hordes of pyker horrors. Soon thee Black Ships 
became tombs, asthelr defenders engaged thet, 
false devices pumping cyanide and neuro-txine 
throughonttheveses, mutally destroying both Inc 
peril and moister equally 


“They were the lucky ones. 


Many ofthe Black Ships were trapped within the warp, 
as the guiding light faltered. Some were torn asunder 
instantly, Others became utterly lost in the warp, thele 
navigators lost or executed. Some, believing they had 
re-discayered the Astronomicon, headed towards 

an area of deep warp where a golden light seemed to 
becalm the warp, These vessels disappeared, frozen for- 
‘ever in mid-action. The infant Star Child had ensnared 
them forever. Others crashed into driving bulks, fusing 
atthe physical, and even spiritual, level. Their berated 
‘argo would then fle into the depths ofthe hulk, or 

else dic, moaning silently, as theit bodies fused patn- 

fully with the walls. “a 


‘The most infamous example of a Black Ship through 
the warp, was that of the Tersis. Iistale is long, and, in. 
some pliers, incomprehensible Neverthe shall 
‘endeavour to narrate their tale 


> 
ae 
con vanished, ordered the ship to leave the warp 


itomediately. The Navigator tried his best, westing his 1 
ship through the unimaginable ues and fluctuations, 
as things beyond understanding clashed and rolled - 
within the madness He ppched the hallows, To 
his horror, however, there was no reality beyond, 0) 
they plunged back into the madness. They were lost! 
Lost forever! The Navigator soon began to descend 


into madness, and was replaced by his assistant. He t 
was killed by hs inde, with abot the brain, af 


Battered by the tides and churning masses of mad) a 
dnlng wart beesingthe Celera hee 


dived ie Hace hy deere ued A) 
oe 


the surrounding deep warp. The engines bucked at 


Pet psa SaaS 
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fe he eabint of he ip = ee 


)) baykers beyond sanity. They launched all their ae 

1 abilities agains the cell and restraints, burning out 

their broken tninds, The Sisters on board, led by Sister 
Superior Medeline, fought like legends, slaughtering. 

aand murdering the flaming witches wherever they 

found them, Stormtroopers barricaded all then on-cell 

chambers, barring the entrance ofthe mad warp-ter- 

rors: The actual ships crew managed to be protected 

| from the worst of the horrors. Every human chanted 

) ltanies of protection, and prayers tothe Emperor. 


“The ship plummeted, faster and faster, and slower, a 
(they ascended into the deepneas ofthe tow dark td 
+ unnound warp depths. The walls began to bleed, 3s 
“Yeibbering things shoved their way into their reality 
Cbubbl, Talons and tentacles, everywhere. Hellgns 
owed white hot, such was their rate of fie Bltrs 
hhsked and roared, blasting chunks of masonry and 
JX nggot-siddeh fesh-afchiectire as power weepons 
holy objects smashed apart devi faced daemons, 
> and scuttled semi-humanoids and psyker monsters, 
i Afi acd ners they Irally wat thet foe, 
blazing talons drawn 
1 et they endured, as they plunge ito the deep 
Gfatpeven deep atid ever outward, Slig- monsters 
‘merged in the engine block, and the Magos aboard. 
SP Steoght chem with alhis cold loge sight, Unfuring 
«dozens of bladed mechanical appendages, the Magos 
flung himself atthe sug-wof things, cackting binary 
“nonsense ashe howled mechanically. He hacked down 
DY “Zounitless hundreds of the things, but their blood just 
Aang to the wall and sprouted more devils which 
We xitrounded and befouléd him, dragging him dows, 
> ino thee fo embrace 


| fhe Gellar field filed. Like a foul gale, the wall began 
ashe a eth ame pr the tt 


failure. 


"Suddenly, they regained integrity, the ship reforming 
/)panaly. the daemons eased of, and were forced back, 
eat cost, Only then did the defenders gaze outside, 
fallen eifice. The fragment of reality, tumbling, 
“warded, down into the upper heights ofthe deep warp. 
shad crashed inside 


t looded the view screens, as they gazed across 
range realm, which loomed under and over them, 


oe) ee arise 


LE SS 


ini Os 
fact, eal! Some of the more desperat/insane cr 
forced open access hatches, and crawled out inta this 
‘mad wilderness, sobbing with hope and elation. The =) 
{round above them formed ito multi-coloured bor © 
rors, and dragged them off, chrough the for, ito the — 
warp, Hope wis no af cmotion to exude evident 
y 


‘The hatches were sealed soon after this. 


‘And so, riding upon a diseased fragment of reality, the 
Black Ship plunged, Monsters assailed the defenders at 
random, plunging into the ship with no effort. Back {0 
back, the Troopers and Sisters fought, battering back.” 
the devilish foes. They fire their pistols, until spent. 
“They hacked with blades, until blunt and broken. 

battled with fists, until heir limbs were broken and. 
useless. Then they fought with their teeth, and their 
bodies. Desperately, the underlings ofthe Magos © 
sought to repair the destroyed Gellar field, as dac- 

mons lapped mere inches from their workspace, held 
‘back only by the wild, savage strength ofthe desperate 
‘Stormtroopers and Sororitas To the geet surprise of| 
several defending Imperial, the surviving psykers, 

‘who stil lived, fought back against the daemons, 

living them back with sorcerous chants, and searing 
warp blasts. One such patient, the former oceupant of 
cell #1, pulverised daemons and warp creatures, his 

‘vast psychic energies driving the monsters insane, and 
bursting ther stolen bodies, It was said the payer ved» 
saved the life of Medeline, boiling the blood of a tusked ) 
ddacmon in mail armour, even ast reared over her 


prone form, ro Vl 


“Aided by their surviving psyker quarry, the defenders. 
forced back the beasts, asthe Gellar field shuddered,” 
spluttering, into life once more. | 


[a sede Vasa atedlne Bg ig 
Sains prev alee Seige ietans 
wl ter beg to gt ote youthful, Overs wae 
How devoted by the walls ling wear heb 
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tant blood and thick, sentient fluids, In the minal 
realm, the defenders became something less than 
‘an, something more than mortal, The miserable 
‘monstrous oecupants of the vessel began to co 
and fornicate, as the years wore oo. Their children 
hhoofed and twisted, bawling bundles of claves and 
ce Yetsillahey tumbled 
SSB: Bs: 


None can possibly say how far, ad how lng, they 
tumbled, for both measurements are irrelevant in the 
warp. The ship fll past countless indefinable horrors, 
and wonders that ould make a saint weep. Eventually 
they entered the final depth, the full doom, 


[Record missing: Document descends 
{nto bizarre glyphs and runes, burst. 
g into mult-hued flames, before 
forming a sea of spiders, and scut 
ding ava 
forced to destroy ree 


‘across the desk, Servitor guns 
rd, Record 


and they screamed “Nex! Notkor Tan!" and there was 
ice-fice in their hearts 


et the ship, shorn ofits reality raft, descended up and. 


ross, evading the lingering tendrils of the Nex, What 
happened in the realm cannot be explained. Nor 
should it. The Payer from cell one purged the souls of 


datens of his followers, boiling their souls for fear that 


‘any trace of the Nex remained within them. 


Yet it seemed as though sanity began to reassert itl. 
Gravity began to express itself upon theie limbs. Air 
began to have a taste, not just an emotion, once more. 
“The walls were solid, fr the most part, Each defender 
‘of the ship now had a single shape, unlike in the final 
depth 


Eventually, with a burst of mind-shattering horror, 
the Tersis emerged, heralded by a storm of bile and 
coloured lights 


“They emerged in 999.M42, roughly a hundied years 
since becoming ensnared in the immaterial. twas 
darkly changed vessel now though, Like a semt-living 
Mesh-shark, the possessed vessel drifted, a hellscape 
rade flesh. Arm in arm, the corrupted Medeline 

and the Wych-Lord of Gell #1, resided over a crew of 
Iwisted monsters, who worked the machineries ofthe 
vessel as if all was normal, their minds shattered and 
splintered, 


‘This horrific ordeal was not unique to the Tersis, 
‘Vetgels lost in the warp would frequently, throughout 
the Second Age of Strife, emerge from the warp, 
srangformed into colossal warp- possessed beast, 
fhith would then fall upon unsuspecting mortal 


Worlds, attacking furiously with fangeand warpish < 
flame, 


“These common occurrences would later he nicknamed 
thll-subs; due to the submerged nature ofthe twisted 


No matter the horrors the Second Age of Strife would 
soon bring to the galaxy, it was nothing compared with 
the numbing abomination ofthe deep warp, For, asthe 
mariners of ancient legend would warn, there be 
monsters 


SEGTION XXII: 

THE BLOOD AND THE SWORD: 
ELOOOKNIGHTS OF BAAL 
AND THE LEGAGY OF 
MEPHISTON THE UNDYING 


Pe Fo Pn 
GThe catalyst no planet, no ees ted. 
rom the Eye all the way tothe very furthest fringes a 
the eastern expanses, the rampage ofthe New Devour- 
fet aimed untold quadrilions of beings, ppg them 
asunder in orgies of bestial hunger, 


‘As ifin mocking irony, the Emperor toppled from his 
‘throne, slain or merely dying It did tot matter, fr the 
result was the same besides. The doom ofthe Impera- 
lor affected all who could perceive the great surging 
| changes, resounding across the entirety of existence, 


“The Children of Baal, the Blood Angels, unlike all oth- 
er chapters, experienced all three of these outcomes, 


Pyritring the dat mulenntumnie wis claimed the Blood 
ss were sire on theron Wo dvdr. Dusk 
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ihe clden ofthe blood wogether ily. Theis com- 
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Perr eying String caer broken down tsa 
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However, when the Astronomico filed, ickering out 
“lke  irely, the Sons of Sanguinius, from several of the 
chapters found themselves fortunately cose together. 
"Tas, when the Vasinar crystal empire took their 
smomicnt to strike an apparently weak Imperial sector, 
‘Dante and the Blood Angels were ready, Their lees, 
| hopping from systema to system using short warp 
[pps mange engage the end who wed hr 
‘bodies as deadly prisms, amplifying and channeling 
light into tight heams of death, The combined force of 
“erimon-armoured warriors descended upon the xenos 
ie great wrath and fury inthe system af Kass 


ie “the ‘exystalline vessels clashed with the Astartes battle 
Be esc ginseng ghee energy pion 
theses them like crimson tapers. Whole ships were 
“ luriged into smouldering ruins, and colonies of 
“wollte to forceé battled over watched in barely 
Pepe pores eens 
ending te sll ike baling poder 
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erful lances and invisible beamsof murderous Vast 
light beams, misfirs inthe naval engagement above, 


Dante is whet aon the nd sens vel 
his golden honour guard lying at his heels, as the 
legendary warrior charged the barbed prism-fiends, 

‘xe and blazing pistol reaping a heavy toll amongst he 
cvilaliens. Energy beams tore at their armour, and 
bladed limbs hacked at them furiously but they could. 
not be beaten bythe xenos ith After losing almost 
‘hundred marines, Dante, witha defiant seream, © 
charged fr the centre of the lead vessel, At its centre, 
vast machine, part crystal, part something else, sa, 
linked to all things within the erytal vessel. He bat.” 
ted the find for almost three days fighting through 

wave after wave of burning energy, which scorched his 
srmour a black as soot, melting his Primarchs death 
task painfully onto his fae in the proces. Atlas, 

witha final how of wrath, he hacked the thing’ slacial 
rind in twain, With that, a mighty roar resounded 
throughout the vessel, and it did fll from the heav- 

‘ens, shattering and crumbling ast di so, Karsus 
already mortally wounded by the chaotic batle above, 

was finally slain by the fallen mountains of glass, many 
sallometres long, 


nt 
Blast waves, miles wide, fanned out from the deadly) 
impacts, destoying lions of lives in an instant. Ye, 
disgustingly, the crystal aliens survived, Dante, fy 

at the monsters ordered eylonic barrages and torpedo & ) 
volleys to pulverise the surface and slay the beasts, 
regardless of casualties 

‘The entire civilisation ofthe Vastinar was snuffed out a 
‘year later, after months of bitter and futile hitand tun * 
naval engagements across the asteroid fields of the 
system. Seventy Blood Angel vessels were destroyed, 
almost a hundred damaged. Itwas a hateful, miserable 
‘campaign, which left the Blood Angels drained, and 
the humans of the system all but exterminated.) 


Yet, the Angels could not rest. Over the next hundred"), y 
ess of conic, the Angel traveled up and dove the 

Jeo wictilding mall Sonaeaeen gta cay 
threat after senoe thea, putting down ewarms of 

ening dacmonspavsn, destroying psyker covens wl i 
hha driven worldsinssne,as wellas heretical armies 

deluded men. They fought on, but with every ma 


Angel eased they were mae and more als aN Se . 
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Imperial forces came to aid then, nib thasiks came 
fom Sector capitals. Nothing. And, with every war 
and every barely won victory the death toll amongst 
their human charges increased and increased. As the 
years wore on, many more of the Blood Angels found 
themselves in the Death Company, and those not suc 
‘cumbing to their urges hardened their hears further 
and further, 


Eventually, seven hundred Astartes returned to Baal 


Secundus, battered and bloody, dragging almost one 
hundred frothing mad Death Company with them, 
‘When they entered the system, they knew something 
was very wrong. The orbital defence batteries were 
blazing with weapons discharge and launching torpe 
‘oes, The other planets ofthe system rumbled with 
tense conflict, And, most sickening of all, Imperial na 
val craft were atthe forefront. These were no heretics 
but their hulls were painted in the triple helix pattern 
of the Tivit Imperium, one of the many petty realms 
‘of post-Imperial mankind, They were invading Baal, 
‘warring with the defiant Chapter Serf, who fought 
longeide Furious tribesmen of the Blood Tribes af 


Secundus against the invaders. The traitorous post 
Perials themselves had allies, in the mutant warbarils 
Which roamed Baal Secundus like a cancer, and the 
bitter war had obviously been raging for many years. 


Dante, his heart utterly broken, finally succumbed to 
the rage, The Black Rage. Like righteous daemons, the 
Blood Angels fell upon their enemy, the Trivit Bolter 
barked, chainswords tore. Blood was drunk, and bones 
Were pulverised, And, through all the slaughter and 
death, Dante, his scorched armour dull and go- 
re-soaked, wept beneath his mask. 


‘Horus! Horus!” he eried, his mind replaying the 
‘events ofa long lost past, ashe slew all around him 
with his glowing axe 


‘The Petty Imperial forces were driven from the system, 
their numbers greatly culled by the experienced naval 
‘commanders of the Blood Angels. Those vestels too 
slow to ee were boarded and captured. Serfs swarmed 
the vessels and brought them back to the fortress mon 
astery, to he consecrated as worthy of Astartes use, 


Danie waPcacked frsn tle Alea 
)) the orders of Mephiston, the highest ranking SS 
‘of the preceding centuries of wat, Thus the master of 
Ueath became master ofthe Blood as well. 
‘Mephiston was a strange and sinister being, An aura of 
ter dread surrounded the Chief Librarian/now 
Chapter Master, He had lived beyond the Black Rage, 
bis own will quenching the terrible psychic curse with- 
in, He had reached into his own mind, and plucked 
Pie the deers No oot shotld be dels an and 
ete did. Some say when he dd s, and returned to 
eal, he was not the same being that had lf. 
Pe Aslcader, he looked upon his homeworld with conde- 
peeing ace Te ed Gime despite all the Blood 
“Angels purity and culture they would always come 
(trom beasts 
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Upon the blighted soll, he had great bastions crafted, 
‘by the toil of millions, Each bastion was a complete 
walled city, Marble and grand carvings dominated 
‘every archway, every door. These became shelters for 
‘the tribesmen against the various horrors of Baal, 

» Who eventually, through Mephiston’s propaganda and 
‘persuasion, became resents of these baroque and. 
‘magnificent edifices 


| Athe centre of these get ees, towers rose uneasy 
Vth chambers were forbidden, and the processes 
Pp ttrein were secret or Mephiston and his sanguinary 
BAS ects had discovered a means to care the Black Rage 
AP PHe Bad found that, once injected with a viral strain of 
ened fore ang compel dened of lot 
FRsstar could provide the means to cure the Black 
a However, this draining of blood became n 
aS thod to unleash controlled bursts ofthe Red Thirst, 
reat at tvening hunger and rage of thes lang 
; igen father alowed them to boll away the psychic 
we ashof ther Primarch, In tesisting the Black Rage, 
theycumbed othe Re This, 
the nfrtiate marines il sfering thé em 


tic rage of Sanguinis, there was litle hope. 
1d these monsters cast out, tossing them — 


BY Bd CRA CR 


Tabevandhe Enkin tne aben Sy 
See eee Dn rey ee 
flea tearers, descended further, becocting borin 
tion urn the wate they encountered the ore 
mutant tribes, twisted monstrous bass, falled Blob 4 
‘Angel clones, and other terors and fought and rpg 
fd tore Their tered armour became ater around 
their bulking ragefuced limbs, They killed anything 
anu everyting, withthe rly insane Dante at theie 

head, 


Deep within the ces the Blood Anges implement cy 
thee plang Taking only dlsident and rina at 
fs tht varpii rule wat elatvely benevolent THE 
townsmea feted the dread, thlating gant, yet Hee) 
Yew obedience Wot keep them ale ‘ 


Mephiston had chroniclers write of thee epic wars,” 
in poetry and song and art Classical learning and 
complex theology were openly discussed. By the dull 
‘days of Baal, igh culture, based upon internal factors, 
reigned supreme. By night terror and blood reigned all 
the more fereely, a the Blood Angels began to become 
desperate, Criminals were in short supply, and con 
stant replenishment was required to prevent the Black 
Rage consuming their bodies. They began to hunt 

the people, careful to leave enough alive to sustain a 
population, No one could fle, because the Astartes | 
ontzlled the spacecraft and outside the imposing 
walls mutants and black-rage filled nightmares sta 
a oy 


Gradually, over centuries upon centuries, the Blood" 
‘Angels changed. Gone were the white knights of party 
and legend. Now they were infamous and dreadful, 
Many ofthe Astartes loathed this existence, and pels“ 
tioned for esl into the wider galaxy, to find the Lmpe 
‘un! as they putt (which most suspected meant ‘fad. 
‘true cue’ for thei alliction, in actuality) Howeves 

aos ofthe Bldod Angela Began ts reve ithe pectin 
{gut-wrenching fear they created in their cattle. Many >) 
converted their armour, giving tthe fearsome appear 
lance of ancient plate armous of ages past, asf ancient), ) 
polytheistie gous of pagan primitiity had arisen 

Seitiga rial end badcine te Bgl seo 
‘er adorned their helms with skull imagery, or other” 
‘wise created the impression they were agents of bl i 
death, Some ited strange vox units to thelr helms, 

‘hich made disturbing electronic howls during thee." > 
ih ec ee 
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‘They forgot the traditions of their Chaptek becoming’ 
1) obsessed with their own fabricated high cultures 
\ Sanguinius and the Emperor were sil praise, yet the 
nov-titled Blood Knights of Baal became almost ike 
saints, on par with their gene fathers. The great heights 
‘oftheir past lay in ruins, forgotten in the red sands of 
‘Baal. The legend of thei forefathers now only served 
to justify and excuse the excesses oftheir rage and 
thirst. 


io sisi strong eer children gladstovial pits 
re crfied in the townships nd the young ofthe 
‘ies were freed to bale for supremacy, Few made 
the cut, but occasionally a warrior child with enough 
sake aggression and kil passed the tests OF these, 
{fewcsurvived the implanting proces. Those that did 
became Blood Knights themselves, and began to earn 
the history’ oftheir reatm, and their place within it 
Sik was often sui the youngest Knights were the wort 
¥ The fl the Red Thirst keenly, and greedily ripped 
open throats and veins. injecting gene-sced into their 
( pte thigh complex narthecariam devices, before 


draining their victims dry, thus staving off the Black 
Rage for another month or so. 


Yevebliving psychic Lotd and Master of Baal, decided it 
both the New Devourer, the doom of the Imperator, 
PRG tos pag iu wate ore 
WP ¥peletotight to maintain their realm, Now, the Blood 
: 


ro ey theta need bere. “New blood and new 
Be became the dead warcryof these descended 
* Voavages, as their captured fleets began to make theit 


feat fentatve steps, out into the ruined monstrosity 
that was the galaxy of the Second Age of Stife period 
fy desired but one thing: to wash the Petty Imp 
rigs, the heretics, the monsters, the rebels all away, 
le ide of blood-soaked carnage. If they were to 
Fhe This would thé palsy sulle 
is 


SEGTION XXIII: 
THE GOGNATE 
(200.M45 - 992.148) 
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TT wuenphat debs Now o he Bnpltbr pears 

Pap Sescuction wasana grand pale ofpapetie fore Ag 

\ 1 wit the fst Age of Sti, payers sprang up wih ever 

A Fincteasing frequency. It was said not a single world in 

the galanydidtUave a peykefliving pets sche 
May were cruelly mrdereby the ignorant barb 
tank of thelr now uly-iwclated rim (and in sme 
tene cae ules are develope iad and 
ihe) worlds, Often the reverse was trac payer out 
to drown tele wodds kn massa blood 


“Te black ships visited worlds less and less frequently, 
‘eventually, by M46, ceasing their rounds entirely. Thus, 
the payer epider was further exacerbated. Dac: 
‘mons and other warp devils took advantage. Hundreds 

) of worlds, both within Petty Imperiams and beyond, 
‘vere utterly consumed by ravening warp energies, 
‘apering daemons and all manner of heinous things 
Vampyres openly rose up ona dozen planets, draining 

{thousands upon thousands of people dr, thee eternal 

\ thirst for psychic sustenance unbearable, Mind. walkers 

~ so Payelineuein wasps spread from world to word, as 


( 


ed in ever greater numbers 


‘On one world, the warp was so disturbed, it was 
claimed that an element ofthe Nex 


and the entire sector was utterly removed fom exis 
| tele. Luckily, the vile essence ofthe deep warp did not 
1) crop up again, throughout the entire period. We can 
‘only pray it never docs. 


“Anya even asthe petty Imperius squabbled and 
"made war against one another, and. as xenos, gues 
» And chaotic armies rampaged across the milky wa 
1 this subtle inceease of psykers caused untold damage 

Tepe the reaition of these gnorent ite empires 
> and povser magnates 


\ 


‘YA, with every rule, there isan exception. Upon the 
‘wotld of San-Vaagar there ad always been a tradition 


Sot rete dipline, When the warp was thrown into 
fbi this dicipline was kept intact, Though thet 
att 


ath and navigators died or went mad, the disei- 
payker-priests of the world did not go berserk, 


eiperageeb Sh psc vip eal pes 
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Winder theiPeondhe dad avert of SSS 
rton, This unortanately, was it tolad Ac 

the plant a viuleot deste began to spread. Some. \Q( 
claimed i wasa daca virus, spread bya eavellag 
toupe of Naples dogs as please 8 

who wee relent aos then vein ees 
rational and cultural boundaries seeringly yl 
Whatever the cus the veus bagan tol heey ai 
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Only the payker monks managed to stave off cor- 
ruption, Their minds drove away the dactnon virus, 
pulversing the microscopic daemons, which surged, 
invisibly across the eotie planet. Some were consumed 
physically. However, such was their psychic might, 

that their minds, impossibly, remained, disembodied 
and screaming silently. However, most managed to 

seal themselves within thie towers, fashioning wards 
‘of unimaginable power, The daemon virus, frustrated 
at being denied, possessed the countless dead ofthe 
planet, fashioning itself a host of billions. The amy of 
corpses asaled their magical towers for decades, unt 
the warp energy accumulated by the virus dissipat 

cd, and the daemon was banished leaving a world of 
corpses. 


‘The priests vowed that this would never happen again, 
“They saw that the plague was a sign: psykers were the 
future of humanity, and only they were worthy. Across © 
the warp they pooled their powers, and sent out a» 
message, to any witches or psychics in range: 


“The Cognate is come! Gather at San-Vangar. Bring only 
your mind and your magicks. The future tarts now? + 


(rere extents ne ote eae 
il opeiiies Ucgad tore Se st wclen 
transport craft, sing their own powers to guide thera 
through the ea ofsode Otters tare aoa wa 
‘became becalmned of lost in the warp, leaving the | at 
Bp teapein pas mead ded gg), ) 


and traded for a vessel, and collectively piloted itt 
planet. me 


“Toisandsofppkers cnn: Then care he tal Te 


first was the planeBiteale Swirling with despairing |W 
‘ous the paykers had to travel through ae 


of rotten dead, to reach the towers. Many went ins 
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Many did not. The second was the eorruption trial The 
priests tested each payker who came, srying through 
their minds with their powerful abilities. Those who 
‘were corrupt, were destroyed. 


When the trials were complete, the Cognate began to 
lake shape. A series of tiers made up the ranks ofthe 
payehic organisation, The first tier were the oldest and 
‘oF most powerful members of the Cognate, Those of 
the original priests, the Alpha Level psykers and above, 
and some of the most powerful psyker-wraiths. The 
second tier ranged from the Beta psykers down to the 
Delta levels, Beneath them were all the rest, the third 
tier. The first tier decided upon topics of research, 

and judged the others, The second tier researched the 
topics, and gathered power and sorcerous magicks, The 
third tier did the grunt work, serving the upper tiers, 
‘maintaining the towers and forming the Sacten, an 
army of warrior psykers to defend the Cognate, using & 
‘combination of captured PDF weapons and their own 
warp-spawned posers 


‘The enturies wore on, and the Cognate turned all its 
Goreerynowledge and unthinkable power nto ears 


ing and developing their understanding of the warp? 
and their powers, D 

crafted in the deep vaults of the Cognate’ towers, As 
a soul isa firelly, flickering in the warp, the world of 
the cognate was a vast unreal sun, blazing with soul- 
fire and leeching ever more energy from the warp, 
Daemons and Angyls locked around the world like 
warp-spawned miasma, Only the titanic wards crated 
by the founders kept the madness at bay, locked behind 
a colossal conceptual wall of hexes and runes. Words 
and whispers travelled, across the churning sea of 
chaos, through the realm ofthe soul. Rumours becatie 
literal beasts which scampered through the madness, 
bringing their diabolical message to any who had the 
power to comprehend it 


‘A 


ices were fashioned and artefact! 


Languishing in his realm of erystal and glas, the mes 
sage-beings gathered around the great Red Sorcerer's 
warp-bound listening horn, Magnus, the vast lord 

‘of the Thousand Sons, became aware ofthis clan of 
psykers. He looked upon their world through his sin 
‘gular warp sight, and he grew envious. He must pos 
sess their knowledge! 


In 992.46, aller centuries of fraught travel through 
the even more insane and hazardous warp, visitors 
arrived upon San-Vaagat. The Cognate became aware 
fof them when a vessel inseribed with curious, forbid- 
den runes entered orbit above their world. Within that 
same week, a party of nine landed upon the psyker 
world, These nine passed across the surface ofthe 
world, without being driven insane by the howling 
wraiths, When they reached the gates ofthe sixty-si 
towers ofthe Cognate, they, unbelievably, bypassed 
the powerfully warded barriers, thei sorcery allowing 
them to step through a shimmering portal, directly 
into the central hall of the cognate, tothe astonished, 
‘gasps ofthe psyker-lords themselves, 


Before them stood nine towering giants, bedecked 
in glimmering gold and blue plate, Eight ofthe party 
sod perfectly stl, their hollow helms staring im- 
passively as they held their bolters perfectly till. The 
ninth was obviously a sorcerer, his armour even more 
‘ostentatious than his comrades, his stalf held loosely in 
his heavy gauntlets. This was Lord Severanus, the lites 
in the line of chief Librarians of Magnus’ personal Ca" 
bal of heathen warp-channclers and psykers, Arrogeat 
ly, he addressed the Cognate’s leaders directly, ignoring 
protocol entirely, 


have uttered. “My Lord, Magn the omniscient, the — 
‘Red Cyclops ofthe all-knowiedge, has looked upon your 
{great works, and is impresced. Should you wish ithe 
‘would lady allow your highest dinkers into his own 
reat Cabal All at he aks for in return is knowledge 
Iethis nota grand and mereful gf? 


“The second ter were outraged, and the paykershad 
th concentrate inorder to repress uch murderous 

{thoughts The grim, hooded figures ofthe council af 
Sty Six the greatest of ll the Cognate, were quit. Of 
anise, none ofthe cognate truly spoke verbally ny 
oor, but even their minds were allen, as they consid- 
ered the dagusting proposal ofSeveranus Erntally 

they sponded, a sigh voice, or dread power, 


(ite recognize your master not. His go is not our go, 
‘ud his authority doesnot hold sway here. Begone, 
| Cineeet™ 
ty 
\ “Atthis, it was said Severanus erupted into a fit of hys- 
Wicca laughter. "Not his real? The Lord ofall Change 
‘has dominion overall his! Think nt that even you, 
ial up in your towers, are unasailabl. Reconsider, 
‘or you shall surly perish By the very well of eerily, 
Sur Cognate shal fl without my master?” the cra 
(tue proclaimed 


iG. = ae 
| patience ethausted, Severanus lashed out with his 
‘venomous mind, striking atthe leader ofthe cognate 
himself. Suddenly the central hall was in upeoar and 
‘madness asthe Thousand Sons turned their bolters 
| upon the surrounding witches and psykers, who ia 
‘ra lashed out with their own powers. Severanus 
was a tornado of poser, arcs of bie and pinkish fire 
| © erupting irom him in devastating arcs, a lightning and 
"blazing darkness poured from his talon-tipped gaunt 
> ets: Bodies were blown apart by gunfire, Atartes were 
"blasted to pieces or forcibly banished fom the ball, 
| a arp power ved ike ol troaghout theron. 
Spel pile Seana a tornado he lords ofthe 
© NCognate were as hurricanes. Mechivoe, a master pyr0- 
speared warp ire across the evi Sorcero, burn- 
to his very soul. Lord Severands hissed i utter 
© agony, only just managing to teleport Irom the hall and 
{o his waiting ship in orbit 


‘upon his vessel his own cabal of sorcerers, both 
ed Thousand Son, began to weave their own 


SIE ASS. 
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the Astartes Strike Cruiser unleashed a barrage of 
scorching bornbardient shells upon the tsi 

tar al he Cogn Yet een te he males ean 
invite forces plucked them from reality or crashed! 

them in mid si detoning them hares mle 

ahove the towers The powers of the Cogiate were 9) 
mighty indeed i, 


‘Then the Thousand Sons unleashed their sorcerous 
return fre. Like two ships dulling in the oid, the two 
(Cabals bated aross the psychic plane, unleashing» 
hellish powers and terrible energies upon each other,‘ 
Mevling spawn monsters were created which baltered 
the tawers, only to be destroyed by dozens af vortex ~~") 
portals. Wriths were weaponties, some were banished 
‘Over sx years the two psychic forces fought each 

‘other to near exhaustion. Yet, the Cognate landed the 

final, decisive blow. A great warp-bore wind swept 
immpossibly across the void, bulfeting the entire star 

ship aay from their world, forcing to enter the warp 
agains its will. Severanus, howling curse, was de- 

nied. Little more than a charred skeleton supported by 
scorched, enchanted power armour, Severanus looked 

like the face of death, ashe fled back to his master in 
disgrace. 


It seemed as if the Cognate had defeated Severanus’ 
prophecy and had survived, However, the war had 7 
taken it tll The Cognate found that ite numbers," 
dwindled over the following two thousand years, Null 
ships would sneak into their territories, and greedy |) 
bounty hunters and mercenaries would steal pyker 
children from their beds tobe sold int slavery for. 

the many Petty Imperium, who paid handsomely for” 
CCognate-tesined paykers Daemons constanly assed” 
them from the abys, desperate to devour the suc 

calent souls within thei hard shel. Likewise, chaos =} 
warbands, eager to test their meddle, would constantly 
send warriors o assall he world, stretching the power. 
ofthe Sacren wafer thin, s they fought off threat afer 
threat 


ay 


‘As with all empires in the Second Age of Stele, 
‘were gradually eroded, like a tide erodes a beach, 


peal for new ers nd ne blood the Coal 
tent out sinatstdos aoa he wir Biily hop 
these ambassadors would bring new recruits, or hire 


Les hc sera wcly wha ord or ae 
“see or pay. Often they were eaten tat 
i Bel A sau few wer gE Sone 
‘entire petty imperiums, or became captains of great 
*ssels. 


| chow the Copmate became weary and dated 

‘the second tier Beetne disillusioned with the tp det, 

id many civil wars erupted intermittently, costing yet 
Imore lives they simply couldn't spare, Eventually, in 


the system, the payers (most f whom were now 
‘second ero lower) were unable to prevent the 
ge rom callous lacing multiple virus bors 
|< assaults upon the world, utterly killing everyone on the 
orld, Such s the price of hope in the Post-Tmperial 
= 


SEGTION XXIV: 
LEGENDS OF THE HERMIT 


= = Me <4 7 
cn was oc dake abot ana 
a well as their own heroes, Whilst not strictly true 
fn such a time as the Age of Strife the human urge 
to mythologise the mysterious and the unbelievable 
4s equally stzong in this period. Stories are traded 
amongst the star farers, or between huddled families, 
hiding inthe dark and cold, or through the countless 
‘millions of refugee camps across the galaxy, whispered. 
through dry lips, into the ears of equally miserable oF 
lerriied people. Courts surrounding the aflluent petty 
[mperators were no different, uneasy rumours and 
tales passed as a subtle undertone, throughout courtly 
proceedings. 


{e 


(One of the most prevalent ofthese legends and myths, 
“Tsthat of “the Hermit the six hermits or “The 
‘Wandering one, depending upon which sectors stories 
you choose to listen to, Variations ofthis rumoured 
being crop up fom the Segmentusn Obscurus all the 
|) sway to the barter worlds of the far fringe, where human 
| ites a mere commodity of various xenos overlords 
{Though these tase dlr gest the (i fimous 
hermit character scems to share several similarities, A 
large cow af hood, obscuring bis Features, generally 
{ shabby clothes, piercing eyes, and often possessing 


‘miraculous, possibly warp-bound powers 


{Tithe Segmentum Solar, the hermit san almost sort 
‘of folk hero, On the planet of Chinaire, the hermit 
"came to the rescue of the Cinairian, when their over- 
lord, a Former Inquisitor calling himself Mawvais, 
begat to terrorise anid oppress them tersibly. The 
| hermit came, and within a ew weeks, it as claimed, 
{shen pliet was in el a is oratory and word 
skills swayed the people agains this false tyrant. The 
» inguisito sent an entire battalion of soldier to murder 
othe hermit, in his forest cave which he called home, 
“The hermit, using shill and his insane strength and 
Bose destroyed the etre amy. The survivors ed, 
" sereaming ‘black beast! Black beast, haunted by the 
1 Ghersits form. At the height of the demonstrations, as 
the people united against Mauvais, and besieged his 
is ital, the desperate Inquisitor unleashed bis hardiest 
Riess went song Sand of Maries Maleles 
“The eallous,evl marines, butchered hundgeds i thele 
“fury driving amongst the crowdlike mad zealots. 


came the hrm Hidden by the bulging crowd, 
‘managed to sneak into the capital unnoticed. 


Bt RA BEG 
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Toth, snatching the thu See 
he Asartes and dashing his hea fro hi sha 
den before ingot theoter marines Asthe 
tee ce were seh EM he crowd ey i Sate 
apis coaged  ig nesses gen 
Their hinges, ad loding the capt Mauvas was 

defeated, and the people cheered. However, the hermit 
war gone ¢ 


“Another world in the Segmentum Solar was attacked 
by Despoiled regiments from the Western Chaos 
Imperium, who pulverised their capital, and demand: 
‘ed their surrender, However, a hermit had begun 
preaching a creed of salvation; of unification, Thus, 
the people rejected the devilish soldiers, who decid. 

ced to punish the non-chaos Imperials dizectly. The 
bat-winged Apostle Grass, the Underlord of Sector 
‘Champion Kailus of the Chaos Imperium, descended 

‘on his dreadful pinions, leading the evil cadians from 

the very front. However, when confronted, the peo- 

ple of the world were armed with fantastic weapons, 
fashioned by the hermit himself, and they held back 

the rampaging hordes. However, they could not van- 
{quish Grasis, who merely laughed, as their flamers and 
hhyper-cannons merely rippled across his demoniacally 
invincible flesh. He slew thousands personally, his 

seythe reaping a bloody tll amongst the people. Then, 
‘when home seemed to ful, the hermit emerged. The 
daemon and the hero wrestled as the hermit batled 
the bat-like horror from tower to over At last, the 
hermit unleashed a heavy blast from bis lamer. Grass & 
laughed again, as the dames rippled across him 
‘harmlessly. However, that was never the intended 
target. Instead, the hermit melted the adamantine 
structure above the devil’ head. As the beast laughed, © 

the hermit seized him in ahold, and forced the mal- 
ten super-alloy down the monsters vile gullet. With a= 
howl, the thing was banished, and the Despoiled, lead 
cerles, chose to fight to the death, The hermit didn't 
disappoint, as he and the defenders overran and slew 
them all May 


And so on, the stories go, across the entire segment 
Solar and Pactewe Wess cate 4) 
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‘The mysterious figure ofthe hermit seems to alter radi 


cally in the le mentum obscurus, In these 
legends, he isa 
through society, murdering and mutilating wiches and 
* paykers, seemingly at random, This makes this 
tion particularly ambiguous. Sometimes the psykers in 
‘question are tyrannical puppet-masters, dominating 
their mortal minions, and the hermit there Is a libera- 
tor. Other times, however, he is merely shown to bea 
“bizarre and crazy butcher, randomly murdering oth 
‘ervige innocent psykers and witches, often dooming 
the planets in question, This hermit is not depicted as 
some giant, in fat often being depicted asa tral being 
by most accounts, but still seems to perform feats be- 
‘yond a mortal, such as removing all the ai in a room 
to evade Arbites ripping a reaver titan in half (even 


nds of se 


nister being, who moves unseen 


leple- 


ite even dhCabn viv taht testy 2 
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es may be the soure ofthe legend. One being surely 
couldn't be so powerful 


“The Ultima segmentum has numerous herrnit myths 
In some he is armed, others unarmed. His cowl goes 
from deep blue or grey, through to bone white, ora 
deep blackened hue, His height th 

his objectives, Inthe south, near to Grand Sicariurn 
and the Ulfian Pain-Conglomerate the hermit seems 
tobea master huntsmen, stalking wrong-doers with 


his hunting bovs. These scem to merge eerily well with 
similar legends of Telion and his hooded company, and 
wel could bes ease of stories merging into an amal- 
‘gam, The hermit being armed is often darn to confu- 
sion on the part of the observers to events. How can 

4 mortal tell the difference between a Reaper soul, a 
Watcher in the Dark, Fallen, or cowled warrior zealot? 
Especially during an intense fire fight? The northern 
hermit seems completely non-violent, healing the ill 
and dying, and preaching word ofthe ‘third path the 
path of moderation. He/she, has never been associated 


With any warmongering activities. The north easter & 


hermit legends tell of diferent tale, a lithe woman, 
covwled in shimmering cowls of black silk, as a wid. 
She brings death to any who do not pray tothe Emper- 
or for his rebirth. Children ate frightened by bed time -® 
tales of the widow-hermit, the cowled erone of the 

north, 


‘Thus, we can see that, perhaps, there is no ‘one’ hermit, 
but perhaps several stories, overlapping and influenc- 
ing each other, as the stories are re-told, over and aver 


However, one thing upsets this theory. Almost una 
irnously, the tales have an element of destiny to them. 

No matter the local, no matter the local dialect or pre= 
‘vious myths, each legend mentions ‘the world-named=™ 
wat and how the hermit is travelling, slowly, towanls "™), ) 
this mythical place. How so many diverse me a 


many of which could not possibly contact each ot 
dae to warp storni ad lack ofthe aston 
came up with, word for word, the exact same phrase 
‘over and over angst aorthing disturbing, Ege, 
ill in ight f the evens ancwn to have occurred 
“upon the ins acseesen ess => 
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SEGTION XXV: 
OF THE WEEWAY WAAAAGGH 


upatcelling, a 
al resume 


way. Figure exits 


“Apologick must be given to the fardiness of the latest 
{nput. Unforeseen assaults have begun upon the world 
‘ofmy Order. The Mercenaries we hired are dealing 
swith the problem, so 


I digress the current status of my Order is irrelevant 

to my rendition of the Second Age of Strife. The Jour 
‘nal shall resume nov, covering # topic of much mys- 
“lique and intrigue 


has been generally assumed that Wazdakkka and his 
‘Outriders, atthe very start ofthis period, led all Orks 
‘in existence into epic conflict with the invincible forces 

(ofthe New Devourer, and were utterly annihilated in a 
“ar involving rillions upon tllions of Orks, and 

{lions of New Devourer beasts, as Wazdakkas forces 
Junged from his super highway ina veritable tide 


(Ofcourse, it would bea sweeping generalisation to 
‘conclude this was universally the case. Though aay 
orks directly iting the New Devourer, were utterly 
destroyed, along with their spore-born reproductive 
systems, some ofthe more primitive, scattered, aad 

“broken ork infected worlds, survived. These were the 


—— 


‘worlds too far fren combal, where only scant traces of 
sorkotd fungus remained. However, Oks ae nothing 
{fot tenacious. These light patches of grayath even 
tally bred orks, and other variants of orkoid genus, 
“Thus, scattered, primitive bands of feral orks sprang. 
{up along with the far more common geetchin colonies 
“These Orks, however, were not the technologically 
(advanced (just the term looely. Their technology 
A sacha geri ei 
"terrorised the 41st millenniam, They were wild Jo 
“cal threals, offen dwelling in deep forests or swamps 

hey were the semi-mythical menace onthe boners 
of ciation, and litle else. a large nurners, they 
‘ld perhaps overrun a small Petty Imperium if they 
gained the element of surprise, bu tle se. 


TOF course, there was also the infamous “bolt boy’, a 
‘wat boss who terrorised the world of Armageddon, us- 

ig the cunning and knowledge unlocked in hs alien 
via alte ound tothe brain. This war boss, 
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posed ‘ad of Genk and Mork, led his entice warba 


vay from the Octavian system, and the Armageddon *\ 


ystem, and instead assaulted the maiden world of») 
Fourst-K'tikartix-HeHet Mudastiron (or ‘pretty wuld 
to the Orks) 


“The famous Yarrick, Hero of Hades Hive (and later, 
hated butehér of Beek, but that shall be covered lates 
and a number of Black Templars, pursued him every 
step of the way, However eventually the Orks' superior 
sfstem of FTL, which dida' rely upon the Astronoin= 
‘con, outpaced the Inperals, who became scattered 

by increasingly treacherous warp currents (due to the 
dying lmperator ofthis period, as mentioned befor). 
‘The Imperial Crusade to hunt him was shattered, and 
the separate elements never reformed again. Some of 
the least damaged vessels limped back to Armageddon, 
‘hile thers were smashed in the warp, or tossed to 
distant systems, fr away, to be preyed upon (and prey 
upon) enemy shipping 


"Now, back to the Warhoss. The few Exouits living 
upon the pretty Exodite world were slaughtered and 
cle after relatively short campaign. Once con- 
aquered, the Warboss, Thraka the head- wound, led his 
‘boys against the Webway portals of the world, smash: 
‘ng the seals using brute force, and psyche assaults by. 
his weirdboys js 


‘Soon, his force had breached the Webway, and began 
to travel inside the strange, almost friction-less realm, — 
Corridors traveled to nowhere, or took you back in 

time, or tumed to insane. Passages were too smal for 

a single Ork to fit in, yet whole gargants tripped over 
{inside them, Buggys lost all grip to the round, and 
crashed or stashed themselves to bits, Sometimes up 
1wassit up, but sideways, and time seemed to slow and 
speed up at random, $ 
‘After he lost almost half his number, it was said Taraka® 
gave a sensible ardet to his Orks: 


‘Ok lade. Don't tutch wun, right?” 


‘With a new found, strange sensé of caution, the 


(rks advanced, Many were the battles and wars they = 


faced asthey hopelesly wandered the Webytay,bat- © 
ting Drukhari raids, Biel-Tan strike forces, daemons 2) 
"rapped within the warded zr: or Ahrimanish Sy Rw 

: TITS 


‘minions, who launched sorcerots lasts at the rap tag 
bands of Orks. Despite their caution, the labyrinth 
dimension sill disorientated many, who wandered 

of on their own, Whole warbands and kults of speed, 
were simply lost in the Webway. Some were killed, 
some continued to fight, oblivious to where they were 
A good few Orks took wrong turns, and stumbled into 
sarship-sized Webvsay tunnels, only to be splattered by 
a passing Void Stalker or Aeldari cruiser, a they sped 
through the tunnels, towards their destiny. 


Crystalline spiders became a very common foe, who 
tested the Orks’ combat prowess tothe limit. They were 
regenerative, deadly, and could merge with the walls 
themselves 


Yet, despite all this anarchy throughout the Labyrinth 
‘dimension, those Orks surrounding Thraka heed: 
‘wound, never seemed to get lost as they battle through 
the Webvay, incorporating wraithbone into their 
weapons, as their devices broke or were exhausted by 
‘eopstant combat, Something was calling him, across 
the realm. Dancing, colourful spectres teased and crew 
the Orks forward, ever elusive to the mindless violence 
‘of their quarry 


‘Waaaghraz Ghatr was calling, Waaaghraz Ghatt wad’ 
listening. 


No evidence tells us what finally happened, when the 
rks met theie supposed ‘overgod: However, after that 
point, the sightings of Orks blundering around the 
Webway shrank to neatly zero. 


tis possible the god's call was a ruse by the Harle- 
‘quins, who then murdered the Orks 


Yet, this does not even come close to explaining why 
‘on over two thousand separate occasions, strange, 
bulky shapes have emerged from the Webway, killed 
entire settlements across the galaxy, seemingly at ran 
dom, before returning to the Webvway. These strange 
things are said tobe eight feet tall, and covered with 
‘overlapping, crystalline armour, which glitters like 
‘organic flesh, and each being is said to be capable of 
flight, and could fire devastating blue energy from 
bulky, sturdy weapons 


Now, of course, these depictions could be of new 
wraith constructs, or even simple fabrications by 
civilians with no concept ofthe strange beings of the 


However it isthe fact these broad giants areled by 
frail, incredibly short beings, similaey aired, which 


unner ng with the insanely perfect discipline 


ofthese warr 


That and their war cries, which sound 


piciously 
e ste 


another race of war mongers. However, these chants 


are more disciplined and perfect, and the race's name is 
diferent [Vox Transcript Beta-Four-Delta] 
[sit possible? Could the green skins really have dways 
been merely the degenerative offspring ofthese Kr 
{Another rumble rocks entre chamber. Journal is dis- fq (Conduit: Servitor 1-DX, Servitor 4-DV] 
lodged and topples to floor. Author picks up, dusting 
ofl 
Distinct weapon discharges audible.) 


see 


+44 Transcript begins: 


Journal shall resume ina few days. We must evacuate 
toa secure lower level, and let the mercenaries deal [Subject 1}- We need assurances Oder! 
with the problem. The foe should leave once our world a 
passes under the glare of the Blue Star, pulsion nearing completion? 

For now, journal curtailed, Will sume in approxi [Subject 2}- (large detonation audi- 
‘mately four (Terran) days, ble. Gunfire sporadic) They're more pe 


sistent than before! Had to drag almost 
half my hosts around to repel them 
door] this time, We couldn't have known ar- 


by author, as he runs fr charnl 


Tourna is elo 
tillery would become an issue. 


[Subject 1}-1t doesn’t matter. We shall 
‘pay double, if you can repulse them as 
s00n as possible. Our vaults are 
sealed. They can't get in, but my Breth 
ren need reassurances 0 


[Subject 2)- (garbled) 


[Subject 1}- Oder? Oder! 
[Subject 2}- (yelling) Understood! Oder out! 
(high volume detonations distinguishable)} 


SEGTION XXVI: 
OF THE TAN AND 
THE OPHILIM KIASOZ 


‘hough the mos mig ofa thle e 
Dragon, was roused and trapped within the Solar 
‘System, due to Abaddon’ devilish guile (as we have 
already covered), this was far from the curtailing ofthe 
threat ofthe Star Gods, ad thei Silver fends 


“At the close ofthe forty frst millennium, humanity at 
Jarge was ignorant of these dread legions. They were 
mere myths, rumours, legends told by wary adventur- 

| ets to the gullible or the foolish. Even those of the very 

| highest power, the High Lords, the Adeptus Mechan- 
es, and the Inquisition, had only the mere inkling 
thatthe seemingly random attacks by metalic alien 
androids, were in fact, parts of a grander and more 

| terrible threat 


“As the New Devourer swept across the galaty lke a 
(ile cancerous disease, the Necrons purged their Tomb 
‘Words of lie, cunningly evading the predations ofthe 
| new threat, which they weathered, a they have always 
| \ weathered the storm, Then, the Astronomicon, over 
ceades, sputtered and blinked out of existence, 
Vs “eral the daom a the nperatr and the disin- 


tegration of any semblance of unified galactic order, 
seemingly forever, 


To thie universe in turmoil, the Necrons were ina 

strong position. Ther fleets and forces were indepen: 

| {dent ofthe warp, and could span the galaxy in mere 
ays. Ye, the seatered Necron worlds, despite their 

> aread might, were near automatons simply reacting 
toevents as they unfolded, utlizng preprogrammed 

responses. Some ofthe more delusional or insane Ne 

ton Lords, driven utterly psychotic by the los of their 

(phil form, crafted grandiose necrodermis bodies 

tor themselves. These Necrons would override the nod- 

“al aulomated defence systems of thei Tomb Words, 

>and inleash the dreadful mechanical legions aginst 

> lesen geing iiansupn bias of 


“innocents 


\ “oe universe in turmoil, the Necrons were in a 


aa woul are 
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and unleash the dreadful mechanical legions ag 
whale sectors, slaughtering billions upon billions of 
innocents, ¥ 
‘This wasan unforeseeable consequences of increased 
[Necron activity. However the fears ofthe general) 
populace were misplaced. The Necrons were merely 0 © 
the servants, tothe greater, unseen evil, directing the 
‘majority ofthe Necron race. Like a puppet-master i} 
pucks the strings of his charges. 


‘The C'an, The dread Star Gods. Every race had thele 
‘own legends regarding these fends, but few believed in 
them, and thus, when the Necrons began to fully m= 
bilise under their cold, heartless stares, the galaxy at.” 
large was largely unprepared for their rampages, 

Of the three C'tan abroad, the dark force known as the 
Reaper, was by far the most overt and blatant of the 
threats, While its grand rampage came late in the Sec- 
‘ond Age of Strife, occurring during M47, it was no less 
devastating fr this, 


For millennia, the unloving servants of the Reaper 
tad been brazenly gathering and capturing beings 
‘of psychic potential, and bringing them to the world 
of Tovanis in the Una Segmentum, Though the 
Reaper made no secret ofthese attacks, there was no!" 
force which could prevent it from taking these poten 9 
tials, asthe self-interested and cowardly petty Impe- 
sums sought to protect themselves and fight their") 
rivals, while the majority of the Xenos empires fought, 
amongst themselves Hhewise, or ignored this growing 
treat inthe east in favour of expanding their colonial 
assets in the momentous power vacuum created upon 
the death ofthe Emperor. 


“Thus, unimpeded ta theic baling work, the NecroB 
tiation 
recerrer nine “4 errs ts 
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alice, crafted using Can knowledge of the ph 
al wlth domesiated Basket Eabwicdgsal erst 
cpl (nd the ens to ilions upon illo oF 
ind: broken lve workers whiped ito Work BY Sek 
sare pai ae 


\ eeeeens 3 
“Known as the Domphis, this aS 
)) covering the entre planets ww and tapering toa” 
\Fahowsand mie high pre the pex and focus or the 
‘grand machine, Iisa supreme irony that the largest 
warp engine ever constructed, was devised by a Can, 
sit loathed the realm it sought to breach. 


Jn M46, the Domphie was engaged, Like a vast and 
blinding torch of psychic energy, it punched through 
5 the veil of un-reality The vast beam of conceptual 
). nothingness surged through the sea of souls lke a 
| > spear, ensnaring something, hidden deep within a 
warp fold, before dragging the thing out of the warp 
‘iolently: Emerging slowly from the portal of mad- 
“Bess, came the Scythe of Kaeis Ra the great lagship 
‘of the Reaper’ fleet. Yet the entire Necron force was 
forced to retreat, as the warp spilled outwards ike 
an avalanche of sense and madness. The Ctan knew 
‘nothing of how to control the warp, and the reaper fled 
~ im hatred and loathing, fearing the dreadful danger it 
posed to its forces and itself, Tovanis was consumed, 
°y asthe Necron fleet surrounding the planet vanished 
|, in the blink of an eye, dragging their prize with them 
~_* oF Tovanis, it was doomed. The Domphir overloaded, 
spilling warp-stufl across the world, and pulsing vile 
‘ethereal energies into the very core ofthe planet. The 
‘Cowering Tech Priests and slaves were destroyed by 
_daemions formed from madness and woe. The psykers 
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‘greater daemons and monsters to be born. Within 
Years, the warp consumed the planet, and at las, its 4 
core shattered, anit collapsed upon isle There were | 

po survivors. “yi 
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In 536.MGa7, the Reaper made its presence ct in gra 
style Spreading rapidly from the far north-eastern 
Sectors ofthe gla; the Reaper’ war fet purged sy 
tems and destroyed entire populations, while endlavig” ) 
the rest tobe later fed to the monstrous star god. Xenos 
civllsations would rise upto challenge his ets, only 

to be shattered by the devilishly swift an lethal vestels 
ofthe Necrons, whose terrible arcs of eldrtch lightning 
destroyed vessels witha mere licker oftheir arcane 
energies, Xenos homeworlds were simultaneously 
assaulted, As their leet died in the void, their capi- 

tals were nudenly assailed by thousands of towering 
tmonolts. Some ofthe great loating edifices were 
said tobe as tll as mountains, emiting triumphant, 
sonorous horns, which blared actos entire continents 

28 they unleashed millions of immortal Necrons from 
their ethereal portals 


meer me ge 
Rite remap epe a aaa 
J Necrons. 80% of all life upan these worlds were mas- 

(cwete enslaved, As the main host phased off the worlds, 


"ering statues in the name ofthe Reaper, and massive 


( 

"shimmering machines, reminiscent of the arcane de- 
Aces up Phobos, ed harman ino thers, thas being 
role down into energy, and pulsed disel nt the 

{ Scythe of Kale Ra ditty enriching the Reape with 


their energies 


|) Teas claimed that within three years, six sectors were 
| cleansed of resistance, and virtually all fe exterminat- 
‘ed, Within a decade this area of devastation soon bor 
dered upon the Thexian Trade Empire, which pulled 
thousands ofits vessels and millions upon millions of 
‘ts mercenary troops, slave soldiers, and professional 
(/Tilleran armed soliiery fom the Tau front in an 
|“ atlempr to curb the Reaper's relentles, systematic 
5 advance 


BBY een war machin hardened by lngand bse 
ae »Bouder wars, and financed by the double-dealing 
i theden Elite, was a formidable force, The Uithian 
“bone-caters, employed specialist trans-phasing torpe- 
: ne which used miniture warp teleporters to teleport 
within enemy vessels, detonating inside, These were 
~\ “elfective against even the god-like Carn Class Necton 
AS Velnels, blasting them from within, The Elicin Colas- 
Beste Ferrpscyugeernains boil by thé Gormgnlens ali) 
in es gia timely bei pow 
‘erful anti-matter canons and seavenged dark lance 
ology to great elec. 


ST GRASSES 
‘Yet, for all SEA SSIS 
trade Empire could only low the ee free 
the Reaper Whenever there was prolonged sles 


between navies, the Scythe of Kaelis Ra would eres) 
ek nero tl ayare Tana 
yond comprehension. On the planets, even the diverse” — 
‘and deadly forces of the Trade Empire couldsit van- 
‘quish the legions of Necrons, which sept all before 
iL On the world of Tatisan, it was said an entire Krieg.” 
Serf Battalion marched directly into open combat with, 
the Necron host. Scouring green arcs of malevolent 
‘gauss energy played across the batlefield, destroying 
them within minutes, Yet, never once did the Kreig 

falter. They marched fearless to ther dooms, fring 
their lasguns, as they chanted ancient Krieg war hymns | 
through the dark respirator masks. 7 


Several ofthe less important colonies were evacuated 
wholesale. The Thexian Empire needed workers fr its 
ronstrous Capital-based society and it could alle 
the Necron legions ta bleed them dey inthis manner 

In most cases, the evacuations occurred just before the 
Necrons arrived. Yet some cats, like that of Hoross, 

were too slo As the staport ofthe single city upon 

the world became flooded with desperae, leeing 
citizens, the dark, crescent shadows ofthe Necron 

vessels loomed in the darkening, discoloured skies A 4 
‘reat wall erupted from the predominantly ser-hw- | 
‘man populace, as they loundered to get upon the last. 
transport, a it dled inthe port’ docking bay: People 
Titand ore and ound, asthey ll desperatly surged @ 
towards thee final hope of salvation, With grave reget, 

the Actonian plot engaged the thrust systems, and 

ships slowly tose from the port, the backovash of si6 
‘engines boiling away hundreds of cilians, too sow oF 

too weak to fight their way aboard. Yet, on the horizon, # 
stabbing spears of luminescent energy stabbed from 
the sk, signalling the teleportation of four monoliths 
‘ont the surface, mere hundreds of metres from the 

port. Sure enough, the towering machines hovered 

into view. Their arcing weaponry was drawn along the. 
mass of planet-bound humans, scything them down = 
like reaping machine across Wheatfield. Within"), ) 
‘moments, the monoliths would be finshed with 

flenet bound, end world taffy Na dingle ane 
port, which climbed agonising slowly into the: 

Just then, springing from its hing place arnt 

rubble ofthe ruin iy, emerged the bulky form of 
Vengeance, a Krieg bane blade, representing the las gf > 
‘the military forces pre 

Lagos 


) fist salvo, ack hit strucka monolith ints ery 

| tanexus, detonating the alien death machine witha 
iheoat roar. Gauss arcs and particle projector fired 

| spon the tank, blasting of panel, borning the crew 
and pulverising its whiring sonar, Yet, the machine 
Spit, outraged atthe mere existence of the diabolical 
Aecrons continued, pushing the vehicle forwards at 
a ver fsier pace, Necrons began to emerge from 
the dosest monolith asthe bane blade closed the gup 

1 betwist them. The skeletal nightmares were ground 

{0 ander trac, asthe vehicle filly slammed into the 
‘machine, simultaneously fring its demolisher can 

J, Sion, directly into the allen machine. The two vehicles 

| exploded spectacularly With the tanks saci, the 

Piensport cseaped, andthe world it left behind was 

fates ain, 

Pp stalaty hopeless stations were repeated, across 

(dozen of worlds, hundreds of batletild 
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( BR atuation became so desperate hat the Thesis 
*Begah to make overtures to nearby empires and 
iedlrmerntes. Some, suchas the Nit League, 
penly-rardered thle epreeoatives to ahow how Ht 
ey cate forthe dpickous Thesians Amzingly 
( einerta-the moa, powerfl cl faction inthe Eastern 
{fing did ase to send troop and supplies to bei 
i foc, Th was exchange forthe Texans agre- 
Tingo join the T’au Empire, Grudgingly, the Thexians 
sted (nates yeah tie broke away fen the Th 
al he second Thexan/Tu wars began, bt that i 
yn the cope ofl background section) Tan 
Dpsets ted materiel ded acroas the neutral bord 
Behe the tw lca Epics, Thongh distrust the 
ve trees worked together wel held together by the 
| inertenar proesonalim a he Tesi forces, and 
he technologie! powerhouse ofthe Ta ence 


| Mopon the dead word of Janis a ew hundred years be 
: the invasions ofthe Reaper, Some std mysterious 
| >) and colourfl aliens had left the weapons there, and 

Se gaciniee i ies 
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un activities across the galaxy at that time 


‘ XN Bien more fortunately fr the alles the Tau had 
“discovered a form of advanced D-cannon technology 
J es 


the relatively intact Iron Lords Chapter of Space 
‘usually so aloof and disdainful of aliens aid- 


5 difecting the B thei? 
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‘main foe, apse cere Ths 
lindo camaraderie with the Thexans howeve 
Master HT ofthe ton Lots secretly hoped the 
Barges and Necrons would destroy each other. A itp?) 
turned out the Barges! wer able to deeply challenge 4 
the Necrons onthe battlefield, de to thelr hyper-vi- 
clentand destructive biologie, yet were unable to |) 
‘overwhelm the immortal forces oftheslar god. 6 


Using these new allies, weapons, and the sheer man- | 
power ofthe combined Thexian/T'au empires, the 

Necrons were halted, and the Reaper forced to consol 
date his forces ¢ 


The fet Can ncunion was che, bu ta tron) 
cost. %: 
: 


Ofcourse, throughout the thousands of years of the” 
Reapers preparations for epic warfare, the Lying God. 
was abroad and active for far longer, and far more 
covertly 


‘Across the galany, from M44-MAB, nearly seventy pty 
Insperiums, independent human secession colonies 

and xenos enclaves, were approached by mysterious 
‘emissaries, from the so-called ‘Rigny conglomerate’ 
(amore vigilant readers can see the obvious implications 
ofthe ttle, Tm sure...) These smiling human orators, 

in their imple iver gabs, offered advice and/or mili 
tary and social ad to the governments ofthese vats 
empires 


Hoviever, their advice was venom disguised as sage! = 
‘wisdom, These messengers fed fase information tg the. 
gullible leaders ofthese pelty empizes. Some were 
{guided to attacking Exodite worlds, killing thousands 
‘of innocent Aeldar in the process Some tricked em 
pies into conilict with one another, or turned them * 
‘sppinstthetanclent wari eed Covet iat ne 
sengers sent disguised Necrons deep witin enemy) 
territories, spreading les, misinformation and rumody, 
aswell as snatching those sentient beings considered 
‘worthy of conversion to the next phase of Can ware 


covert Necron ces would clash with other espiondy 
Centred organisations. In darkened tees, Alpha 
tionnaire, spies, brigands assassins, and silver fi 
las set an bral 
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Yet, the very worst ofthe Liar's machinations occurred 
latein the Period. Leading a band of Necrons, theawgh 
the grim blockage around the Gates of Var the De 
ceiver passed through the incomprehensible portal, 
None can say for sure what it fashioned in that dark 
and dreadful region. Perhaps it crafted it, or maybe 
merely used the power afforded by the inverse sun at 
the centre of the galaxy to awaken it. Whatever it did, it 
had awoken and unleashed the Ophilim Kiasoz. 


Tcan natne this terror easily, but this i hecause my 
‘order researched the old tales, the legends that were 
legendary amongst even the Aeldari. Mercenaries 
and bounty hunters were hired to search the haunt- 
“ed corpse-craft worlds, and find the scriptures, the 
payehicaly active manuscripts of the old Aeldari 

‘bf the First Ones themselves. It spoke of a war, The 
Yngir, the great Khaine Bloody-handed, the Asuryan, 
the ancient gods, the eyelopean hordes. Mirror devils 
drowning the gardens of paradise in silent death, The 
puppet-masters, seeping through the cracks insanity. 
“These legends were self-contradictory and metaphor. 


ical in the extreme, They were as abstract as they were 
‘dreadful in theie implications 


‘Ohe passage informed us of what spread from the 
Gates. The great net, cast by the hunter Kurnous, A 
black net, forged with Vaul’s magics, and Khaine’ 
‘hatred. Subverted, driven into a new form. This black 
[yt was known as Kiasor. Yet, when it was east upon 
she Vagir known as Avelor, the breaker, the Yngir 
(starchungry wriggled fre, and cast the net into the 
( + Wasteland, the realm beyond the realm. The place 


"here the Ophilim, the godless ones, resided. Such was 


(he grim artifice present in the Kiasoz, it ensnared the 


fearéd to touch the black net, asthe rending hortor 
thrashed like a mad thing, When the war ended, and 
theother realms finaly sealed off the outer ream, the 
im not ofthe ether and not ofthe other realms, was 
sled 100, As was the Ophilim Kiasoz 


«Bld the Second Age of Strife, countess milions of 
4) yeas ate 


is. i! is 


(greatest of the Ophilim, and drove it mad. Even Khaine 


that is known is that, when the Ophilim enters a sys 
tem all things die, and the star atts heart withers like 
a rotten fruit, Ships which escape, claim it cannot be 


seen, though others say itean be seen only by the stars 
in the sky it obscures, sit machine, or ist living? We® 
‘cannot know. How the Deceiver roused and/or tamed. 
the thing, we also cannot know. All we can know is 
tha tis fee, and it is something.,.wrong, 


Thi tready sid too muh T fear, for his log vey 
intended took to the futur of our univer, bul 
dlocument the horor ofthese pat ten thousand years, 
oftel. have barely touched upon the great Orb af te 
Mad One, bt fer if were t continue, should. 
drive myself mad, Suficed to sayeAs dreadful and 
hateful asthe Second Age of Strife has been forall of, 

ts, cowering from the monsters aout door, at ent 

iulS living, No mater how wretched fe is itis til 

Hi Long may outer. conn, but ft means we 
survive the ct shada falling upon our galaxy 


hin out. There isan argument, The censer b 


SEGTION XXVII: 
INFAMOUS PERSONS OF THE 
SEGOND AGE OF STRIFE 
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nations which ruled and suffered together during the 
\ period of anarchy and darkness, we must also remem- 
dee that history isnot just the deeds of the many we 
‘nce concern ourselves in, Each individual experi- 
enced this grand horror ina different manner. Some 
fled to the the deepest reaches oftheir worlds. Some 
swallowed in villainy, using the unrelenting misery of 
the period to justify any horrendous actions employed 
by the callous the eruel andthe desperate. Some sel 
||. harmed, whipping themselves raw in mute horror. 
Some found solace in debauchery 
rice. Some felt some kindling embers of hope, deep 
in their hardened hearts. For isnt the darkness darkest 
\, ere the dawn? This next section shall cover iv uch 
figures of importance, and chart their place within the 
‘bitter tapestry of this age of doom. 


some in heroic sac- 


A 


‘Yarrick, Hero of Hades Hive, Butcher of Betek 
(Commissar Yrsick was once the hero of Armageddon. 
“Beloved by his men, and almost feared by the orks he 

" suade his enemy. Yet he chose wo abandon the world, 
“in favour of chasing the great war boss Ghazghll 
‘Mag Uruk Thraka and hs leet, ast led the Armagge- 
don system i the latter part of Mal. He and a sizeable 
{@rce of Guardsmen, along with regiments of PDE 

(Steel Legion, desperate to join their hero i batle once 

_ snore, joined the large Black Templar let of Helbrecht, 
“© ae he gave chase othe green fend. 


In the madness and confusion ofthe period ofthe New 

Devouter, worlds were vanquished of ie, ad chaos 
became norm, Lost amidst storm of feing plgins, 
|| --xenos and refugee tleets as well asthe stilling shadow 
dmthe warp, the leet lost their quary. What was worse 

¥ after lecaes of rites, violent searching, the warp 

|p Shrew restless as never before. The atronomicon wat 
Mchering, and bit by bi, plece by plee and ship by ship, 


Des nes epurid nd los seaneved cro be 

q “ehtire Segmentum Solar and Ultima. Of the Templars, 
SERINE cy cic yet Yar le wast 

Atel adeGgur of ara oaslgeraherthan 


es 


‘Tossed upon the torrents of madness for three years, 
lly Yarrick and his small collection of vessels 
vomited back into real space, nto the Dalinus 


‘This happened to be the sub-sector capital of 
fobian sub-sector. The Mobian sub-sector, unlike 


‘whole by eeacherous wap beco 
‘petty Imperium in is own right. The sub-Sector 
Governor, Pitas, dd not dedare himself overlord 
‘or Imperator, of anything as pretentious and vain as) 
the other Petty Emperors. He maintained the ile © 
Governor, and instead setup his own council, knows, 
48 ‘the Interim body’ He and his government consid 
ered themselves par of THE Imperium, an indivisible 
structure id 


‘1 


‘When Yarick rived, Pines saw this as validation 
fhe theory, that the Imperium had survived andl 
the wat patient elt would come, However the sig 

that grevled bic was somewhat dnappolating Seve 
Tattered bate-demaged woop ship, ain ancien 
Grand Cre, which sed to one side peftanendly 
ifn seemingly ravaged by soars nay cette, 

of warfare, The naval staff were embittered and tired. 
Likewite, the Guardsmen who came wih Yerick fee 
stacy wey, 


Nevertheless Pilitaes invited them o set up a sector 
‘base within his area of space. Yarrick readily accepted. 

His Guardsmen and fawning PDF followers et up a 

large base upon the Governor’ capital world, known as 
Belek Here he was resupplied, and his troops drilled 

and tained, until they had regained some of their for-- 
‘mer lite lethality. Yet all was not well upon Betek. | 


‘While Pltaes and hs interim body considered ever, 
thing tobe ‘busines sustain the Secon, bs people) 
Aid not Rumours spend ofthe elas ofthe impel 
loc, of how Beek had not received covhimanicai gO 
ffoen the Adept Teun counlakcentiren and 
how supplies rom neighbouring sub-sectors had not 
arvived in system ia living memory Food and pallence, 4 
became scarce Tha dlided Gorerny Gniiued h= 
send bis annual Tubes dutflly Tera When no) 
‘word came ack, the governors nothing wrong sad 
seat nent year Tk ut fat heave, fang bod 
ible retain should he not das. This corned Ca 
withthe lack of ports, began to take stall upon 

heavily populated worlds ofthe system. Most notably), ) 


Betek, ‘ 
ie 

‘Upon the planet, mass movements and demonstrat 

began to spring up, across the entire world. Some: y 

‘movements in favour ofthe planet being run by co 

_mittees of civilians. Most simply demanded reps 


igad so oir x dead go oaths 
file them, and these degenerate quality bands, 
\ 1 began preaching of the prospect of representative 
governance oftheir plane, the hope tht such a 
government would redistribute resources, and relieve 
the growing economic misery Pitas was inadver- 
tenlyillcting upon his own people. These protests 
were suppressed violently by the mauls and tear gas of 
the grm-visaged Adeptus Arbites Precincts across the 
word cities of Betek Yet, ther actions merely Feled 
and fanned the outrage and disgust ofthe protesters 


Pilitacs requested Varic’ aid in ending the rots and 

disruptions He claimed the equality bands were 

‘undermining Imperial ideas. Something had to be 

)- Mone. Thus, Yarrick and his soldiers collaborated with 
the few Arbites forces upon the world, spreading the 

| propaganda message of obedience and submission 

Yarric orated tothe erowds, Was he no the hero of 
Hades Hive? Beloved by all? 


ar 
Gages was no teers, Why shold they ie 
¢ eh ae warmonges hey ego apie, and the 
poets bee more sant and dein den 
x SF the poncho poses ebelion boas fo 


‘develop. Ifthe Governor could not grant them liber 
i, then he was not their Governor, in their view. On 
+ the fiftieth Candlemas ofthe 200s of M46, over seven 
{, ‘iilion men, women and children, emerged onto the 
ireets ofthe main cy, within sight ofthe governor's 
palace. A more blatant provocation could not be made. 
‘Ade colourful banners and chants illed the vast 
‘courtyards before the palace, great rumble resound 
ed, drowning out the defiant challenges ofthe pop- 
| Fléce. The titanic gates to the palace ground open pain- 
fly and rom this grim portal, led the monstrous 
fn ofthe Fortress of Arrogance, lanked by two 
> “whole armoured companies. Yarrick, riding atop the 
Sanfeike some heathen king of od, echoed the blaring 
“Upireihe cers aco th iy hog hgh 
5 Frou hiler bl no his Baneblade:“Dspereofbe 
, 


“destroyed!” 
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“Wold ohh oda deh te paees 

Er cowdd Sten at eared iota lg 
the aghast group the cling clive cen soos 
oped ont by tot oft canst 

his ols cannot adult ler The Capa ce. 4 
Tecan led with confused and terrified eroyds of 
civillans, who Bed through the ret, crushing mang 2) 
of cain aa the cos theca are a 
mabey ileal of tar sea 
accompanying Armoured fat equadrons, who exected 
coutles protesters with acallas efficiency, fst asthe) 
ain Ret em hve hace al ga 
the sebele chose to trike Mise lnnchers ad plain) 
projectors sdeny begat sears fo buses, elem) 
scat iad vac er paldnipr ala veg 
upturned and datnaged, sldiers ambushed, even hbre 
theca cing ia tne vie crete whic ne et 
ped Ti Tena as squat ptt plage 
ees leveling any bulldog which seemed to ha 

tour fugitives Helhounds moved through the sale 
cet ce hain ae aetsot seg tad 

Airey int eneny held buldings roasting all thasé 
within with arog promethin, Windows burst wih 
sieve presen) thc amp enetot tok li 
galing thet dense, 


Yarrick was atthe forefront of this massacre. Thi 
War, He knew how to fight wars. Ashe hovled Iny 
rhetoric from his leturn aboard the fortress of Ar- 
rogance, the titanic tank ground through the street 
Smaller buildings, andl people too old or crippled to 
evade his vehicles monstrous tracks, were driven ovee"™ 
entirely by the bane blade, Its heavy bolters las-can= = 
rons and demolisher cannon, pulverised anything , 
Within range. Men, women, insurgent rebels, Duild- 
ings, children: all were treated withthe same hearts 
less distaste twas claimed that Yarrick himself took 
his storm bolter to many ofthe fleeing ‘combatants, 
screaming hateful litanies as they were burst asunder 


oy 


‘Within six hours, three million civilians and rebels, 
and six thousand soldiers, were dead, with over f 
‘million more unarmed citizens fleeing the ity in 
ray, Even asthe men cheered thei ‘victory, Yarr 
perturbed, He kew that it was fr from over. 


Even at Yasic and hit fllow Commissars held 
valor the captredobel lore each 
TS ERIES 


(SS ee ¢: 
/) planet. Native media spread the word, Revolution. The 
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24 Gaintesca ne emer linaeaet 
| don PDF, moved from ste ote, baling and destroy. 
ng whichever fo roe up to engage them. White he 
“Gtpeia forces were near-invineible in open battle 
a cern nar a ty ca ie 
“handle the guerilla campaign, which was underway 
across seven continent, and in canjunction with con- 
stant pitched batles and uprisings. Over that decade, 
‘Yartck and his men ought near constaily The rebels, 
|) armed with improvised explosives, captured armour 
wlarmaments, and fanatical devotion to their caus, 
“took heavy toll an their oppressors. In some cases, 
the Betekian PDF battalions found thy could nolon- 
er maurder thee own people, and the record of deser- 
tion was unbelievably high 
RN caic yn untecabe [ep eat 
~_ ler Body? decided to fe the capital word and 
‘Youn their capital on another ofthe worlds within 
Bf pba Sut Sector. Yarrick curse thems decrying thems 
1° SS cowards and pacifist. Nevertheless, in 264.M46, 
| the transport bearing the rulers ofthe Mobian sub 
Sector, began to rise from the star port Disgusted and 
petrayed the ancient Commissar ordered his Fortress 
‘oC Asfogance to fire upon the transport. Though the 
teeatherous barrage severely damaged the trangport, it 


OPeialgets cxcap tbe wet 


sho was by now so very old, even his bionies 


ping him fused apes |e 


I enlete eava yhate COeg 
py 


265.MA6, The capital was once more besieged by diss | 
dents. However, this time they were well-trained, well” 
armed, and hungry for vengeance. All but three of Yar=< 
rick’s battalions were destrayed over that year. The 
Arbites were all dead or in hiding. Mast ofthe native 
PDE were part ofthe massive revolt now: Only the pal 
ace, besieged on all sides, remained in Yarrcks hands." ‘ 


Surrounded by foes, even his fellow allies began to") 
realise Varrick wasa failure. Yarrick, never known fr” 
despa called ot final loro charge Moat othe 
face refed, but he sl managed penta is bine 


blade crew to join him in this final act 


As dusk fll om Yarrick’s inal days, a great roar arose 
from behind the great gates ofthe palace. Out surged 
the Fortress of Arsogance, Ils weapons Were spent, its 
fuel lov Nevertheless it charged its loud balers blar- 
ing the ‘Emperor's Glory’ a well-known Imperial bat- 
ietyin of the Als millennium. ploughed tro 
the masses of enemy soldiers aban evi amount cae 
tance and weapon re inpacted the dying evita 
Engines rpred, sponsors toppled off in flames and 
the erew died, one by one. Yet still the vehicle: ie 
forwards, sealering the enerny before it 

‘A 
"No one knows who killed Yarrick, such was the confu- 
sion, All he same, a single las bolt struck Yarrick in the 
throat, blasting his head from hs shoulders causing 
his aif corpse to pitch itself rom the chassis of is 
battle tank, to be torn apart bythe baying hordes of 
semis (40 romantic evolutionary writers writing 


bout the glorious revolution after the event, ae 
las bolt came from the same anonymous shooter: eh 
summer of250.M46, making up for missing the bu: 
originally, However there no evidence tos 


this), 


“hus in infamy and dshonour, Yavck, er of Ane 
gg; nd Btcer of etek; mes nd, oa 
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Pal oad 
*\ Honorin Sung, Grand Master er ofthe Order af the 
()) Tempestrian League 
sae Segmentum Tempesti wa divided into many 
ferent Theocrcies between 208999 of Ma9 and well 
into MSO, The Oplian Imperium continued to biter 
1 oppose the alr imperim, even afte the 
destruction of Ophea in MSO. As wells his conti, 
these wo large Tecra fought mali nvidia 
ar wi numerous obey, aaa Imes 
“Many were merely one of wo seperalis planets band- 
(dng ogtier Yet several sich athe Bal nperian 
andthe Matiarchy of Mledre, were powesul and 
fluent pet nperiams in thei a right and 
ngage in wats wth each oer, on and fl through- 
{out the pesod Yet these Imperium alo had to face 
© countless Heretical cult uprisings, piracy and repeat 
Picenns sirpesal thesaihe time, So concerned With 
theological and testi dominance, these lisp 
| Gums often found themselves ill at ease to cope. 
ty 
a fr ther, by canes, anew re wat inthe 
es of being rated 


i ““Hlonorim Sung was a Cleric from Damast, a world on 
the embattled border between Tallarn and Ophelian 
Anterests, His Monastic order, the Divine Sculptrists, 

‘were on generally good terms with the two Imperiums, 

Op cand thus were largely left alone. Ofcourse thereat of 
the world was Tallarn dominated, with a large Oph- 

+“ clian population, War was commonplace on the world. 


While on a justice pilgrimage, Itwas said a man, ar 
“moured in perfect grey armour, studded with scripture, 
+} appeared before him, guiding him to a data-vault, deep 
the eastern hemisphere af his world. There, he 
+ discovered a vault, filled with information and doc- 
tion, written in ancient, pre-second strife era 
Gothic. Asa learned scholar, he soon translated all the 
ts, and deciphered the meanings of many of 
{. He learned of this ancient Order of War- 
Soldiers of the faith and champions of the rule of 
‘Hccliesiarch. They were known as the FraterisTem- 
returned (o his order, and brought them into 
Ize of his discovery. He formed a following. 


and Within the yea, his beliefs became wide- 
ead and popular, across the entire world. Patronage 
power magnates and religious backing by both, 
and Tllrn canons (each eager to use the 


CS RA RET RS 
“Grek their theoldgieal foes) allowed the order 6t 

idly expand and develop, Honorin, though he ime 

vasa klled warrior and orator (due whistoleat 
batte-mistionary of his order), he knew soa of is IP 
brothers and sisters of the faith wetetLco skilled, ©" 
Lakly, sever] prominent Soon patronised is 

order, and ther battle orders soon bean to aid in the 
training and reeuitment of his developing force. He 
eventually allowed the various sults of Fraters Triple 
arta tobe examined by serfTech Adepts and othe 
techies ofthe Imperial cults of machine, allowing 
tore suits 6 be built. It took many years and mud 
tid and money, but eventually, the Reborn rat- > © 
rniy’ was forged, Ship ited oF built for the Ondes, 
spread throughout the sub-sector, then sector, then" 
segnentin, ~ 


pant 
Using revolutionary tactic of way station and > 
eap-fogging’ warp transit (which this chronicler 
rains asa tactc salen from ety Tn fet 
tacts, despite the venomous retorts ofthe many 

‘major League Masters T have encountered), the arder™ 
‘managed, over a decade, to establish onder houses 
across the Segment, with Grand Master Honorin 
Sung lossely in charge of all of them from bis Mos 
astery upon Damas His Order was tasked by him to 
defend any Emperor-worshipping faction vessel a8 
they traveled through the void, defending them 
a ea | 
Smiley, Honan, who often sale forth from bis 

keep upan Damase called for his brothers and sisters & 
Fa ne) 


"Cast aside the chains of segregation and division. 
Division is weakness, a heresy the Imperator ascendant 
‘would never permit. We are children of the master o 
‘man one and all. Let our tremendous wrath and hat 
turn upon these that truly deserve our murderous wra 
Tet the ad humanist taint be expunged from our collee- 
tive realms. Let the heretic and the unclean beast 
and hire of mata filth be ou fs Let the atts 
‘man, the cursed xenos, be our fe. Let hate re 
‘outwards, Let the outer-dwellrs fear us the: “ileal 
Imperator! Ave Imperator!” 
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Honorins order refused to fightin thter-Imperial con 
ict, and instead committed itself with butchering 
Worlds of heretics and exterminating xenos infesta- 
lions. The Velten beings, pale and fral witch-aliens 
living on the borders of the Seymentum, were utterly 
kuled by the hate-filled Leagues crusading elements, 
allin one week. 


With every pasing year, and every victory, the Tempes- 
trian League’ reputation between the warring theo 
‘eratic Imperiums of Tempestus grew massively, While 
Inter-Imperial war could not be stopped, even by the 
league, the orders were essential. Infact, when Ophelia 
was utterly destroyed, and its Imperium looked as if 

it would be torn apart by war between the two rival 
Eccliesiarchs elected in the aftermath, and the expan 
SlonistTallarns, it was the League (and the powerful 
oratory of the now-ancient Sung) who held together 
ihe broken realm, and served as neutral arbitrator in 
the many conclaves and councils that conveyed to 
decide upon the true ecclesiarch (which was eventually 
decided to be Eccliesiarch Gregorin II, of Teteheim, 
lected in 005.M50), and prevented the Tallarns from 
utterly shattering their ancient foe. 


‘Tnsce days after this election, Honorin Sung himself 
died of an infected batte-wound. His place was taken 
by Grand Mistress Ducarf, who began a long line of 


srand Masters and Mistresses in the league 


Im the fiftieth millennium, the order was neatly d- 


stroyed, by a combination of greedy local petty Impe 
ums seizing their assets, and the growing menace of 


the Star Fathers Angylic hosts, who becalmed massive 
teas of the warp. Yel, amazingly, they survive until 
this day, though they are much weakened. Many heroic 
“and influential Masters ofthe Order have existed since 
Honorins passing, many of whom deserve their own 
legends. However, none were as influential or as well 
loved as thelr founder, Honorin Sung the pious, the 
‘nian who created the first of the Trans-post-Imperial 
‘organisations, Leagues not bound within the social 
SnidJor geographical framework ofa single restrictive 
Petty lmperium 


[Opening Pict feed: Upper Hallway 


[Visual: Five heavily armed men (elements of Ober 
Vik’ Combat group). Ruri 

Weapon discharges into darkened far corridor 
‘Blue flashes of luminescence return fre. Thre fll 
splattering bio matter across hal. Strobing autogun 
fire) 


towards pict-imager 


LAuulio: “Get the warp in-boys, lad! Gush em!” 
(heavy deone of heavy stubber discharge) 

Frag them! Frag them! 

iperator, eva Tetrinas!” 


(rushing sound. Query: Flamer?) 


(Unidentified language. Non 


man) 


[Visual Flashing weapons fire. Lumen globes 
damaged. Switching to darkesight...] 


Visual: Humanoid figures. Engaging mercenaries 

Single intruder cut down by autogun exchange. 

‘Remaining sage. Mercinaries extinguished.) 

Audio: (unidentifiable sereams)] 

Visual: Humanoids turn device towards pict fed. 
tery: Weapon anal 
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[echoing detonation, Male by r00f} 


Belius, the Barter King 
Belius, colloquially known asthe Barter King, sa 
enigmatic figure, famous acrass much ofthe Ultima 
Segmenturn, throughout the centuries of the forty 
ninth millennium. His world i located on the border 
between not only the twin juggernauts of the Thexian 
‘Trade Empire and the T'au Empire, but also five 
overlapping Petty Imperial borders, not to mention the 
World-Weave ofthe Reck, Ye, rather than a subjugated 
reali, his world (known as'free geld’ by most scholars 
ofthe age) was a haven of trade and enterprise, a sort 
of ‘neutral ground! where Empires of differing xen 
and innumerable fee, independent traders, could 
trade technologies, secrets, knowledge and produce, 
such as the vibrant slave trade functioning throughout 
the Age of Strife or the corrosive trade in the Narcotic 
Psyeonot, which was gradually, somehow migrating 
from the Savlar ealms, many lightyears from fre geld 


How he survived (and indeed, thrived) ft such atime 
of misery and monstrosity, is testament. to his ruthless 
nce and shrewd cunning 


No one knows the origins of Belius, The vast beings 
‘visage i hidden behind many veils, and only his 
closest guardians have seen his true appearance, Some 
claim he is « rogue Thexian, or possibly an outeastand. 
decadent Acidari (a mythic race by this point). Others 
claim darker origins, Records from MA2 suggest 

there was a gene stealer infestation upon the worl, 
‘due for purging. Since records beyond M42 for the 
Imperium are simply non-existant, we eannot be sare 
the infestation was destroyed. Its possible that the 
departing of the Tyranid hordes soon after this point 
could have killed off the infestation, we cannot know, 
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tha using it asa stopping off point Traders, couriers 
ys, usurers and ambassadors hegaa ofl the 
~ system near-constantly and Belius became very, very 
Wel Numerous banks and sence esis 
© (many of whom were secretly awned by Belius and his 
-uling fans who gained even more profit) sprang up 
to deal with monetry and physieal capital Inevitably, 
across the crowded and bustling cities arosslree 
{eld criminals and brigands were drawn to these rich 
targets, ike lice toa canine 


Fences, pick pockets theives, con-men, nuttin 
‘soul-snatchers and bounty hunters of various 
‘genders, ceeds and races, locked to the world to 
1 Make advantage Pirates and-erime syndicates sought 
‘thelter from authorities in the fee-trading mite of 
ree geld, seeking to avoid prosccution or execution, 
‘or simply coming to the world to purchase weaponry 
sutsuprlies in oder a contin their destrctive 
despicable actions. Prostitutes, actors walked in 
darkest alleys, actors and thee play companies 
Petre nthe rests, or in dedi paying 
houses, Assassins lft discreet advertisements in ale 
( dens and publie conveniences, their adverts making 


‘only one stipulation: "no bits upon the Barter King: 
Gladiatorial pits sprang up, sating the hateful bloodlust 
which all the cowering masses ofthe galaxy felt during 
the Age of pitiless misery. The bloody combat of these 

"chrono-constructs gave release to the futile, pent up 
‘age of the masses, who bayed constantly for blood. 


«) Tigh sumerous private pararllitary, security 
| daoup an bodyguards logged heir serves o cle 
“wishing to avoid being disemnbowled by vagabonds 
(_astos: the world, Bes had two main groups of tat? 

~owaed forces under his diect contol, The Bist were 
“the Suftem, a group of warrior abhumans, who had a 
yHange desire o perfect their martial abiities using 
“qbetnetics and mechanical engineering upon theit 
( eiesibe tet gost plea bode were cabanced 
ith claws, built in weapons and digital lasers, and 
“thei es interwoven with various metal plates, ti- 
‘weave fa fibres, ad minute frce fields, These beast 
men had been shunned by most societies, due to their 
“violence and their strong lusts (fr both violence, and 
wescoutte, incidentally.) On fee geld, they found 
ly of bath, They guarded the main holdings of 
«the barter King, who paid them in slaves and al all 
Sate Sages Em 
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hooded brotherhood of Han, were be ied tobe 
made from the deformed relatives of Beli, who 
formed a secret police force. They would discreely =?) 
remove any troublesome guests, without incriminating = uy ; 
Beli in the slightest. 

Free Geld yas barbaric mufderousand chaotic in thé A 
‘extreme, Yet, somehow it worked. aa 

(Of course, asthe many, many divergent empires of 
the gelaxy ex theirmagged horders theres | 
bound tobe trouble, One would have expected the 
‘brats empires to tear free geld to pieces, each side 
fighting over who owned th plane, or destroying a 
resistance on theplanet. However the Barter King 9 
voided this, in avery simple manner. He ined them 

all. The Tau entered his system, and demanded he join 
then, He joined them. The Thexians sent emissaries 

to bis realm, suggesting an alliance, He accepted (and 

thus emoved the need forthe Thexians to impose 

their own ruler upon the system) and joined the trade 
Empire The Pan-Haritic imperium entered the system, 
their dread vessels swarming with stolen Necro 
are-weaponry. They threatened invasion. Belius seal 
‘envoys saying the King surrendered. The Imperium 
accepted, and didn't interlere with the world (asst = 4 
provided slot of income revenue to them). Each time) 
force came, he became subject to this ore. Handy, 
‘while it made him technically subordinate to these 
empires, talso meant that many of these empires) 
granted him reais, research grants, and various 
ther funding, He then used these grants and loans, | 
to pay his tithes to his other Imperial overlords, He 
played each realm offone another, without thers ever 
realising. 


“Though it seemed like fre geld was invincible it was , 
‘evidently nt the system which held it togethes, but the 
iniluence ofthe Barter King himself, When he died in 
has sleep n 800.MAS, his calm collapsed within seven ™ 
dlecades. His tithes became delayed and mismanaged," 
by blundering underlings, and this angered the 

‘empires that ruled the realm Civil wars between 
rival suecessors to the throne of ‘Barter King’ led 
his private forces becoming rather mare violent 
public. In one incident, merchant was killed in 
‘crossfire, and his White Seas hired goons turned 
sleaming oles and scimitars upon the native rey 
er eee 3s eens Ai 
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‘criminal gangs, turned their guns upon their rivals — 
and thei apparent foes, each believing thei ents 
and brethren were under threat from a hostile force 
“The War with no enemies’ was. baffling and senseless 
engagement, which cost ove seven millon lives inthe 
two years it lasted. Afterwards, merchants came less 
and less frequently tothe world, Pros dropped, and 
Uthes were not paid. 


“The seventeen empires which apparently ruled the 
‘system, came to collet. free geld was destroyed over a 
period of two centuries, as fleet afer fleet of militaries 
ame, bombarded, and looted the decaying world 
Eventually, with no ruling government, and no laws in 

particular, the now inereasely barren and sickly world 
‘ras abandoned by its ruling empires, and it el into 

(disarray. By M50, twas still a realm of meetings and. 

trading. However itis almost exclusively criminal in 
| nature, with grimy thugs and robbers roaming the 
‘streets murdering and stealing, while large bands of 
» pirates and reavers met to trade stolen goods, and plan 

( Aurther atrocities in other sectors, or simply to get 

drunk and violent 


i 


\ 


{ 110.50, by Eee dyes he nth phase 

Expansion let of Commander Blucheat cracked the 

+ planet by directing seven hundred asteroid into the 

{Bnet uti roe piling any ogc nd eke 
Alupid enough to all be on the planet when they did 
40, This wast ‘eter patical assemblies, and hence 
lkep Ta shipping safe from reaver 


BA "so chet the real ofthe Barter King. Yet, while 
| Phetived, it was possibly the closest toa functioning 
/ Society capable during such a turbulent period of 
Ketolde exortion and te death ofa God. 
“Festi, the Broken 
Afr wo much devastation and death across so many 
Scie ous univer ga real ade halle and 
Seales by necesy and misery Great acts of 
. ang thoustnds of lightyears across lay barren 
Gcsiiyedb Wilderness space rakes ip the vas 
tity ofthe reales ofthe gala, the few leas of 
ve o habitable territory fought over, ike sraps 
hat ligt withe bones ofa comple beg 
ecked at by ravenous vultures, Pty Inperut alien 
et and monolithic aces of abortions all 
+ around ese decadent and snurdrous eons 


ly. i¢d ‘paradise Space’ For the = 


y 


Yeteven the wilderness space sinhabited,by 
vile pirates, mercenaries and obscene monster 

“The same eannot be said of ghost pace. Tn some place 4 
where the warp was weak, andthe death tel fom | fo 
invasions, the new devourer and the death of stars wal?) 
100%, the destroyed and mutdered souls are sald td, (at 
ling to existence, > 


Such a being is Fetielle, Knowledge ofthe Festielle, the = 
broken one, scant at best Some call him legend, ~ 
others myth. Yet, the stories are too many and too 

similar to discount entirely. On an orphan world, 
siting in the deep dark, where no light all, resides” ~ 
the Festille. SA 


Amidst a world of corpses, where the entire world was 
dead and rotten to ash, the Festille roams. Some say 
hes a corrupted Night Lord, driven into insanity and 
bitterness by despairing lunacy. Others claim the fiend 

i fury tossed from the realm of the warp during 

the conflagration with the Star Father, to be trapped 
within the material realm, taking the body of fallen. | _ 
‘man, filing him with bitterness and rendering the man 
incorporeal, The stories are countless, and futile, He 
simply is, % 


Ics said the realm is uterly silent. Unnatural so, asi 
the planet is cursed with silence. Creeping things, ith 9 
their orifices sewn shut, and their flesh wasted and 
thinned uot their dry bones canbe sen, crawl and) 
scrape silently Furies Hater from crumbling towers. 
‘snarling soundlessly in futile dislocation. iss 


ess 
4 


“The opie planet appears inthe ok when vel 
ate feed to drop ott ofthe wary hott of tale 

destinations, As they ready brates fr another 
jump, the dark planetoid appears a black shape aga? 

A lack void The yess inexplicably beak dont, | Oa 
ther engines baflingly non-functional despite the) by 
best efforts of captured tech priests or serfDemiurg 2) 
abe ee ae 


‘comes, The whole vessel becomes silent, Panic ensed, 
fs men desperately sream to be heard, clawing at 
heads and ears furiously. Before long, the beleagurdd 
crows cither enter the arbitof the void world, or 
ate casnared (the accounts dife), Desperate fr a! 
solution, they send shuttles tothe surface, Noone 
‘urns, Soon, the vessels begin to orbit closer and 


In most accounts, the planet crashe: yet domchoww 
they survive. They are dragged belore the silent one: 
Elis mouth lke a rotting cavern, Festielle screams in 
their faces, no noise erupting from his lips. He rips 
apart most ofthe men with bis claws, in frustration, 
‘The survivors (those to relate the tales) claim they were 
spared for a purpose. Festielle wants to be heard, wants 
tobe known. 


“Though undoubtedly horrific to heat, these stories are 


nothing compared to simple existence in this accursed 
universe, and s0- 


‘Ne. 


Tink from forehead. Bs 


[author tears auto-qu 


across data-slat, for direct log interface 


Interfacing...) 


AsLwrite this, Lam disgusted. I cannot be 
dispassionate any longer! sit in the darkness of these 
Vaults, cawering from the Reavers above, who even 

now slaughter our defenders to a man above us, and 1 
talk about legends and ghost stories, as if they matter! 


contemplated destroying this log, just to stop them 
fom corrupting itor defiling it, Then I realised. This 
Jog is more important than this whole facility. This log 
is evidence, Is proof, Thoughout the millennia of my 
existence, not once have I found another history of this 
Age. Nothing so complete. 


[Piet display shakes, as detonations from above become 
fauclible above a rumble. 
scream. Gunfire beyond chamber door] 


Voices beyond room begin ta 


Uwould not be so arrogant as to say this history 
is anywhere near a complete log of this period of 
abomination, cannot depict everything, or Lam only 
hunian 


bate laugh) 


Bit am the only one left. The only one who has 
‘continuity of vision [vas there before, during and 
after The human race needs to know what st once 
agian whavit can be again. 


“This Orden, the Order ofthe Revollectors, brought mi 
here to collate a summary of the universe from the 
billions of source-materiel they have hoarded in these 
vaults over the millennia of degeneratio 

asa permanent record of all the gods to see, [have 
done as you asked, but I must break our contract, 


tostore here 


[Metallic bangs begin 1 resound behind the author 
‘Massive battering ram/humanoid foes attempting to 
breach the vaults? Author ignores.) 


Thuile a device, This world was naturally linked to the 
web. Perhaps this is how the Recollectors fist got here? 
Wdoesnit matter. There was a Gate. I studied it, I took i 
apart, and rebuilt it. Ittook me centuries, but I did it 
Originally, tailored the Gate as a getaway system for 
myself, but L know now that iis this og, this record, 
which needs to survive this, I cant let my legacy be 
destroyed. Ihave already lived too long. Done too 
much evil 


[sound of gunfire] 
[suppose then this should be my last declaration. 
First, to organise, 
2 Reguest= File data summary.) 
Process?) 
Yes 


Files located: 1003 Se 


No. 
[Please state desired functions.] 


Use the initial twenty-seven as the hash index 
for the package 3 
“obfuscation code using quantum-algorithins dltss, 


Collate, then package 


Use the rest for interspersed 


ion complete. Awaiting instruction betasix) 


l 

le 

| cot 
| 

l 


(ee 
Tam an eb min: Perhaps neve ite Neve 
Natended. This changes nothing though. My actions 
tay very well have doomed ural, 


Armageddon, the planet of battles. know what 
happened there, and I know who leads the Imperium 
dreading this ‘hermit 

te say 


Save us. Please save us Primarch, Save us Vulkan, 


‘Encrypted Section 
So, 1 ommend my soul to 


said God-En 
lille, Not nos. 


(aughs sofly) Lalmost 
then! Hick not worship ofthat 


commend my soul to the Imperium. May it rise 
again 


Forgive me, 


Regards, 


Sigs 


bee Inquisitor Keyptmann 


Wor concep 


[Log locked and secured, Stasis field engaging in 10 
sce] 


[0 se] 


[Htwmanoid figure bursts into room. Author turns to 
1 obscures image of figure] 


[8 sec] 


esamancd The Templates Where ae they? 


Author spits at silhouetted figure, Gunshots. Viscera 
obscures pict lens) 


15 sec] 
(4 sec] 


[Figure advances. Author falls. Figure strikes 
 dalaslates from desk. Spectromatching initated via 


[Figure focuses upon log device, lunges for log device. 
 spectramatch found. Figure identified ax Subject 
#2852. Codename designation: Bile.) 


[1 sec] 
(stasis engaged.) 


Colours, swirling and blistering and monstrous, The 
 cogitator brain cannot identify the realm it slides, 
ikea bullet through the concept of envy. Oily shapes, 
milky white eyes inthe side of twisting, snarling figures 
Vague structure, shifting along smooth walls, 


More colours splash into view. Waves ata beach. 


Crose-referencing fils, asthe images before the cogi 
aor unit shift constantly. The temperature fluctuated 
‘and flesed, forming ribbons around the capsule as it 

{flew through the frictionless realm, Hot, cold, hot, all 

{formed spider-like structures on is flank, before they 
dissolved in logic. 


Eventually, perhaps befor it set of, the capsule finally 
stopped, with a hiss and a gargle, 


Opening pict feed} 


[Two figures, located in room, Room analogues to bun 
ker system) 


[Figure 1 taps controls at side of log device, Figure 
2remuins motionles, transfixed by device. Spectro 
‘matching indicates: humans.) 

[Human 1 continues adjustments.) 


‘Human 2: Are you supposed to do that? ls tech- 
‘no-magic. We should burn it 


‘Human 1; No! He suid we werent to burn tech- 
‘no-horrors anymore. We bring it to him when we 
find them, Hell know what to do. 


[Further adjustments. Stasis field deactivated. Human 
2 recoils from deactivation sequence] 


‘Human 2: Devil! 
‘Human 1: Nab, nothing heathen ‘bout it. Go! Go get 
the Hermit! Go, go tell him, or one ofthe Ange-fire 
‘warriors. Go! 


{[Fluman 2 departs. Human 1 smiles at device.) 


log Ends} 


